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**| have seen several different forms of Mr. Boyle’s 
‘Air-Pump' Ventilator in actual operation, and have 
much pleasure in testifying to their efficiency.”~— 
LORD KRLVIN, 


Boyle's 


LATEST ‘ 


earent ATR-PUMP™ 
VENTILATOR. 


Has DOUBLE the EXTRACTING POWER of Earlier Forms 

Awarded the £50 Prize with Grand Diploma 
(only prize offered), at the International Ven- 
tilator Competition, London Highest Award, 
International Ventilator Competition, Paris, 
Two Gold Medals. 

‘Mr. Boyle’s complete success. in securing the 
required continuous. upward impulse is testified to by 
high authorities."—GOVERNMENT REPORT ( Blue Book) 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, 
64, HOLBORN VIADUCT, LONDON. 


“Messrs, Robert Boyle and Son; the founders of the 
profession of Ventilation Engineering, have raised the 
subject to. the dignity of a science."—REPORT ON THK 
VENTILATION OF THE LONDON CUSTOM HOUSE 


HEATING 


ROSSER & RUSSELL, Ltd. 


(Mayratr 5210) 


37 DUKE STREET, OXFORD STREET, 
I.ONDON, W.1 





NO 
FIRE RISKS, 


HYDRAULIC 
LIFTS. 


HATFIELD STRERT, 8.E.1. HOP. 4540. 


LONDON HYDRAULIC POWER CO. 





Sole Makers of “ Premier’ Rolling Shutters 


THE LIFT @ HOIST Co. 


108-114, Prince Street, DEPTFORD, S.E, Je 





\Waycoop-()TIs 


| 1FTS 


54 & 55, FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.C.4 


62 & 63, LIONEL STREET, BIRMINGHAM 
and Principal Provincial Cities. 





20, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C. Telephone—Cuancery 7061 


TITAN LIFTS 





LIFTS 
28, HATTON GARDEN 


MARRYAT-SCOTT 


LONDON, E.C. 


HOT WATER INSTANTLY 
NIGHT or DAY 


EWART’S GEYSERS 


346 EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, N.W. 


Price List on application, 
*Phone; MUSEUM 2570 


OF WORKS 


M oO D ia L BUILDINGS 


TATES, etc. 
Broanted 7, JOHN B. THORP? 
8. Gray's Inn Road as te! Holborn Hall), 
Phone Holton 1011 NDON., W.C.! 


SEYSSEL & METALLIC 
LAVA ASPHALTE CO. 


Mr, G. F. GLENN, Proprietor. 
MOORGATE STATION CHAMBERS, 











FORESIGHT 


COMBINATION RANGE 
8. SMITH & SONS, LTD., Beehive FYoundry, Smethwick. 








THE 


WESTMINSTER S.W.1 
ALL TYPES. 





"Phone: Victoria 6115 (3 lines). 


EXPRESS LIFT C0. LD. 


GREYCOAT STREET WORKS, 





ASPHALTE 


ROOFS 


RAGUSA 








Asphalte Co., Ltd.. Tredegar Rd-., London, E.3. 





MILD STEEL ROUNDS rox FERRO-CONCRETE 


BARS 








aa 


*] a 





PROMPT DELIVERIES FROM STOCK AND WORKS, 


HELICAL BAR CO., 72 VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.1 , 


wietoris P 





PARTITION SLABS 


reene BRICKS, etc. immediate Delivery. 
CONCRETE SLABS CO. 
WOOD LANE (Opfosite the Stadium) 
_. SHEPHERD’ S BUSH, W.12. 


VAN KANNEL 


REVOLVING DOOR CO., 


FIRST IN | FOREMOST IN 
1899 


1921 


Onty Apprgss: 


WATFORD, ENGLAND 


STUART'S 
GRANOLITHIC 


Go., Ld. (Founded 1840) 











CONCRETE SPECIALISTS. 
63.LINCOLN’S.INN FIELDS, LONDON,W.C. 


LIFTS 
BLINDS 


ROLLER SHUTTERS 


Lifts. for all purposes, hand- 


power. Write for particulars. 


HASKING os. 





faa Siete London, E.C.1,. 
CONVEYOR INSTALLATIONS FOR 


FACTORIES, WAREHOUSES, WHARVES. 


*“ Mathews” Gravity Conveyors, 
Spiral Chutes and Elevators. 
Ww. & C. PANTIN, 


ENGINEERS, 
147, 148, UPPER THAMES ST., E.C.4 





LIFT 





oP alackh rkfriare oad. 8.E. 


Manciester Office: 12 Charles Street. 


A. & P. STEVEN 


easvansee WORKS, CLASCOW. 


STEEL BARS 


MILD and OTHER QUALITIES. 
ROUNDS and SQUARES 
Frem jin. to 2}in. 
HEXAGONS for BRIGHT DRAWING 


From gin. to 2in. 


FLATS from jin. to gin. down to yin. 
in the narrower widths, 


HOOPS and STRIPS. 


FERRO-CONCRETE 
BARS 


A SPEOIALITY. 
WOLVERHAMPTON STEEL 


AND IRON CO., LTD., 
OSIER BED WORKS, 


WOLVERHAMPTON, 
Telegrams : 
‘ Osier, Wolverhampton,” London Office : 
Tel.: 588 W’ton. 17, Victoria St., S,W.2 





LIFTS OF ALL TYPES 





SMITH, MAJOR 6G STEVENS, Ltd. 
LONDON 6 NORTHAMPTON. 





































































1 THE BUILDER. [AuGusT 26, 1921 
Moetylene Lighting— ou 
Astiisawhterneenines-|~ _ Analysis. of . ee Tne ten: Wioate Faint Co, 

& Co., Ltd. ‘Dean & Co., Ltd, | name | Rota, ad Co,, Lid.) Glass TE Gon i Van Geelkerion & Co., Ltd. 
Are ural Carver- Super ‘Cement, ibson. oak, & Sons, Ltd | Brit . & Co., Wilson, G. L. & Oo. 
Nw d. Wouldham Cement Co. a oy ia : Glass (Stained, Painted)— Letters, & oung & cabo Ltd. 
Artificial stone— ‘| Young & Son. Hobbs, Hart & Co,, Ltd. | British Luxfer Synd., Ltd. | Francis’ & W., & Oo.. Lis "in uct Fiooring— 
Brookes .L [Co., Ltd,| Cement Waterproofiing— | Lift & Hoist Co. Olark, J., & Son. Lead, Oil, Co} Si oop Floorine and Deco 
Oambridge 4 artinetal Stone| Bareau. Mather & Platt, Ltd. Parr & Gibson, Ltd. Builders’ Material abs ietio — 
Oonerete Units Oo. Tropita yer Lu. Stavers & Robinson (Co.| Farmijoe, Geo. & t4:! Parmiloe, Geo. & ‘Sons ion APE Pavements & Decora! to's 
Empire Stone Co., Lid Pudlo, \. co Van Kannel Revolving Door} Gibbs, W.. & Sons, Ltd. Darmiies, T& We i? -| Damman & 
Patent Impervious Stone, , Pruiit. Hangers & Rollers;- | Haywards, Hodge, Fred, Ltd.” Ebner, J. FP, 
biuart’s Granolithic Co.Ltd. oe J. H. & Son, Ltd. Ronstielé eld’a ewer King. eS aot Ga Nicholis & Olarke. Zeta Wosd Plone Oo 
asbestos Tiles & — x , oO rke. 
Asbest sRoohne A Nopgems Gillett a Takeo et Nicholls & Clarke, Ltd. 0 & Marten, Ltd. Young & “warten. 146. Partitions, Slabs, & 
Bell’s United Asbestos Co. ey Cowls, &c: O’Brien, Thomas, & Co. <— am Key ts, &c.—} British Uralite Gon 7908), 
British Everite & As’ Ewart & Son, Ltd. ‘Parker, Winder & Achurch.| Borton, H. Co. Bryden, John, & Sons. * Builders’ Material Association 
lite rks, Ltda) Farmiloe & &. Sons Young & Marten, Ltd. Braby, F., & td. Dennison, Kett & Co., L OambridgeArtificialstoneCo. 
British brocement orks.| “NicHoMa "& Clarke, fy te pe and Hinges—| British Uhallenge G €e.| Express ‘Lift Co., Ltd Concrete Blocks,. Ltd. 
British Roofing may & 5 a Ltd. Nicholls & Olarke, Ltd. British Luxfer Synd. . &., & Bros., Ltd. Concrete 8 labs Coy 
British taliteOo, otteoeiLta Chimney bhafis— Protector p& Lighting Co.| ‘Baton, Parr & Gibson, Ltd. Henderson, P. ©., Ltd. Concrete Units 
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Hoban 4.0.0.6 05144 | Sule, sed Conroe [Manu Heme | al ars ted) ia Ge, | Bae 
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Ragua, Asphalte C Qo, Ltd. Byrd, 4k & porenne L roe ng. Oo és ent rR Marten, Ltd. Waygood-Otis Wright, 8. & Oo.. Ltd. 
ng utter ale 
Seysoel and diackic Lava Chalmers Edina & General Electric Co., Ltd. | Parker, Winder & Achurch. ‘Aliingtos Conduetess P Brite te Se. Lights— 
sphalte Co Inpenesitnaad. Mather & Platt, Lta. Heating and Lighting— | Purse, W. J. Haywards, bid. Prism Syed. 
paige Travers Asphalte Oo. Piercy inery Oo. ne rs ee ita cerean. Dey ie: bid es, &c. King, J. A.. & Co. 

wa— mber adin *% . 0c A p' _ ° 
Cayless Bros. (Battersea) Parker, F, rading Co. gngines, Mortar Mils— | diene Hunt, & Co” 1 plenderson, P. ©, Lad, Picture Cora 
‘Finch, M, & Son. Parker’ Winder & Achurch|_/eWis & Lewis, Ltd. Docking, F. F. & Co. Nicholis o., Ltd n, J. & Sons, Ltd. 
Rowland Bros. Ltd. Facias, &c.— Dunham, 0, A. & Vo , Ltd > & Clarke, Ltd. Woods, Sons, & Oo. 

carter, Led. Price &°Oo., Frank Francis 8. W. & Oo., Ltd. | Rwart & Son, Ltd. Pope ge aap & Lighting Oo.| Pipe Yarns— 
Stephens, Ransome Machinery Co. Ltd,| Haskins, 8., & Bros.. Ltd. Hartley | & Sugden, Ltd. la a 9 oods. Sons. & Co. 
Trollope a” Colla, Ltd. Stothert eit Felt— Haywa oung & Marten, Ltd. Portable Buildings— 

ac— Vickers, Anderson, D., & Son, Ltd, Kinnell, pe, > Pp. & Co., Ltd. Lubrt Albert, 0., & Co., Ltd. 
Oarr, Chas. Ltd. Whitaker, iz G.,. Ltd. ngert & Rolfe, Ltd. Messenger Lubricine Of & trading Co, Ta.| Henderson, P. 0., Ltd. 
Gillett & Johnston. Winget, Lia. Gibson, Arthur L. Murray, 8. D., & Co., Ltd, | Machinery— amps, Pumping Engincs 
Bitumen Sheeting- McNeill, F., & Co., Ltd. Musgrave | & Co. Ltd. Johnson, 0. H i & bean, kis. oy ae mping Eng 
Oallender, Geo. M: & Co. Ltd. Coatostone Decoration Co. | pSeukey. J. H.. & Son. Ltd.| Nicholls & Clarke, Ltd. Parker, F. Chalmers-Bdina Gc 

ert & Rolfe I Ltd. Concrete Piling— Fencing (W ac.)— Ltd. Parker, Winder & achureh,Ld Perkin & Oo., Ltd Phoonix Engineering Co.,Ltd. 
Se eill, ¥ Simplex Concrete Piles, Lta| Fernden Fencing Co., -| Rosser & Russell, Ltd. Sagar, J, & °. Pulsometer Engineering Oo 
Yuloaniie ita, Somerville, D. G. & Oo., Ltd] 294. HJ: essing Oo. Self Engineering. Co., Ltda. | Wadkin’ & Wilcox, W. H. & Oo., Ltd. 
Wailes Dove Bitumastio, Ltd.| Concrete Specialties— Neville Hine & Oo. og eer — nae. Watts. rest (Sheffield), Ltd Raw!lplugs— 

Blind Coras— Acme Cartage Co., Ltd. Rowland Bros “3 n, Barren vl Chloride and|_ Rawiplug Oo. 
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Rufford & Co. 

Sankey, J. H., & Son, Ltd, 
Smeed, Dean & Co., Ltd. 

Young & Son 

Builders’ Ironmongery — 


Hodge, Fred. “Ltd. 
Nicholls & Clarke. 
O’Brien, Thomas & Oo, 
Shaw & Carter, L 
Wilson, G. L..& Co., 
Worcester Brass Oo., tia. 
Young & Marten, Ltd. 
Ratiatas | Contractors— 
Chessums, Ltd, 
Higes 2 ‘Hill, Ltd. 
Mansell. R. 

J., & 


Smith, 

Somerville, D. o A Oo., Ltd. 
Williams. Howell J., Ltd. 
artage Contractor 
Aome Cartage Oo., Ltd. 
Bissell, J. A. 

Earley. 

Mears, Joseph. 
Castings— 

Baker 


& Co. 
Bayliss, Jones & Bayliss, Lid 
Forrester, John, Ltd. 
Haywards 
Nicholls & Liarke Ltd. 
Smith, 8. & Sons, Ltd. 
Young & Marten Ltd. 
Cement, Lime, Plaster— 
Assoc. Portland Cement Mftrs 
n, Horace L 
Bri tish Portl’d Cement Mftrs 
Builders’ Material Agsociatn 
Buriey, C., Ltd. 
Cement Marketing Oo. 
Greaves, Belt & Lukin Ltd. 
Kaye 0 td. 
Knottingley ‘Lime Co, 
Lawford @& Sons, Ltd. 
Martin Earle & Co. 
Oxford Portland Cement Co. 





Trussed Concrete SteelCo.,Ld. 

Contractors’ Plant— 

Anderson, Thomas &Co.,Ltd 

Boyer, Henry. 

Builders and Oontractors 
Plant, Li 

Builders’ Material Association 

ay Be Evodieets , Ltd. 

Oayless eas, * Rsitersea) 

Lewis & Lewis, Ltd. 

Palmer’s Travelling | Cradle. 

Parker, F. & 

Ransome Machinery Co. (1920) 


Rom River Co., Ltd. 
Rowland Bros. 

Rusten & Hornsby, Ltd. 
Stephens & Carter. (1d. 
Cranes, Excavators, &c.— 
Ruston & Hornsby, Ltd. 
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Dutton & Sonn, Leonard, 
Cork Insulations— 
Dutton & pene. L. 


Walters, W. M. & 0o., Ltd. 
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& Sons, Ltd. 
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Callender, Geo. M. & Co., Ld. 
Engert & Rolfe, ita. 
Hobman, A. 0. W. & Co.,Ltd. 
Tronite Co. Ltd. (The) 
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MeNeill, F. & Oo., Ltd, - 
Permanite, Ltd. 
Ragusa Asphelte Co., Ltd, 
Vulcanite. 

ators’ Duvet Sheets— 





Doors (Iron, Stee), &c.) 
Anderson, Thomas & ° 





Sankey, J. H. & Son, Ltd; 


Bryce, White’ & Co. 


Flint ey rats 
Oakey, J., & Sons. Etd. 
Floor-Planing— 


Gates, Spailings (Iron! &c.— 


Gates (Wood)— 

ofa = cnt 

Gines a 

Glass Pinte & Window)— 
& Co. 


Thermos Flooring Co., Ltd. 


Bayliss, Jones & Bayliss, Ltd 
Haywards, Ltd. 
Len ag & Clarke, Ltd. 
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rr & Gibson, Ltd. 
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British Luxter beg Synd, 
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Young & Marten. Ltd. 
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ar 
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Bell's United Asbestos Co. 
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British Magnesite Flooring Co. 
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Acme Patent Ladder Co. 
Cayless Bros. (Battersea). 
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Trollope & “Cols, Ltd, 





Tuke & Bell, Ltd. 
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ns, Ltd. 
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Braby, F., & OF 
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Works. R. E. & C., Ltd Ewart & Son. 
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Educational Supply Assoc.Ld Hobhe. W ‘on Shr Bingo J. W eet ta, Ropes (Pall pnd Senmeray— 
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Garden Orfeur, 0. E., Ltd. Mosaic Work— [Ltd. 
Wiloox, W. H., & Oo., Ltd.| Peacock. Chas., & Oo. Art Pavements & Decorations| Hobbs Hart, & Oo., Ltd. 
ods, Sons, & Pi Brookes =. Tann. John. Ltd. 
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Dennison, Kets, o., Lta.| West Heath Joinery Works.| Moore, M. & R. Concrete Units Co. 
Haywards White, W. J. & Sons. Vitrolite Construction Co.|] Earley. 
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Jointless Fi Motor Vehicles, Transport Sankey, J. H., & Son, Ltd. 
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Sanitary Appliances and 
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Adamses Ltd. 
Andrew & Nanson 
Builders’ Material Association 


Emanuel, A. & Sons, Ltd. 
Parmiloe, George & Sons Ltd 
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FUTURE HOUSING POLICY. 


HE Report of the Departmental Committee 
on the High Cost of Building Working-class 
Dwellings (a summary of which we give on 
p. 264) not only explains the sudden change 
of policy as to housing at Whitehall, but 
gives some slight indications as to the direction in which 
future housing policy may be expected to lead us. We 
find at the outset (on page 9) an urgent recommendation 
that a definite limit be fixed immediately to the number of 
houses to be erected. The reason given is that the housing 
policy has itself increased the cost of building, for no one 
suffered from any increase in wages or costs except the 
Treasury, the ultimate paymaster. The excessive demand 
caused the excessive price—hence the halt. But what 
follows ? The pace is now to be regulated in accordance 
with practical possibilities, and work is to be concentrated 
on those places which seem to be best worth it. That is 
a prudential step which should have a good effect on prices 
and wages, but in those cases where heavy outlay has been 
made on plant—where speed is essential to keep down 
overhead charges—slow progress would only aggravate the 
problem. 

The next clause gives a hint of the possible sequel. It 
recommends “ That if and so far as State aid may be 
necessary to local authorities for the future provision of 
essential houses, the financial arrangements should be 
amended so that the State contribution is a percentage 
only of the total deficit.” It may vary according to 
circumstances, but it is apparently the only way evident to 
the Committee by which the actual spenders can be made 
to feel the necessity for economy. Incidentally it would 
also have the effect of equalising the burden between rich 
and poor districts, but not, we fear, in quite the manner 
favoured by legislation. A district with large housing 
needs and a small rating capacity would pay in proportion 
to its needs more than a district with small requirements 
although with higher rating capacity. By this means rich 
districts would escape with less than their share of the 
original cost and also of the incidental extra burdens, such 
as schools, baths, &c., which always follow housing schemes. 
We know there has been considerable variation in the 
quality of the houses provided, but under existing conditions 
the place which gets least pays just as much as if it had 
more. The same applies to rents—districts in which tenants 
are made to pay proper rents only pay the same con- 
tribution as those in which the rents are fixed at a very 
low figure. The new condition would distribute the burden 
according to economy and to rent-paying capacity. 

It is curious that no mention is made of the subsidy, 
which is very definitely connected with the cost of building 
working-class dwellings so far as the taxpayer is concerned, 
for it may be argued that it is a better bargain for him 
to pay a fixed sum for each house completed than an amount 
usually unknown until the house is completed, but invariably 
in excess of the subsidy, and we should not be surprised if 
we have a return to the subsidy in some form, or else the 
repeal of the Rent Restriction Act. With falling costs it 
will not be long, in our opinion, before it will be possible to 
obtain from speculators tenders to erect given numbers of 
houses according to agreed plans and to agreed specification 
for a certain subsidy per house, provided loans on the security 
of the houses built be granted at reasonable interest, and 
the right to sell the houses be conceded. It might lead to 
different subsidies in different districts owing to different 





economic conditions or variations in accessibility and in 
labour rates, but as everything else varies in the different 
districts that should cause no difficulty. 

It was, of course, to be expected that the Committee 
would have a good deal to say about labour efficiency. 
Instances are quoted of ‘‘ unexplained differences ” between 
prices of 1914 and 1920, after allowing for all increases. 
These are really due to diminished labour output. We have 
ourselves direct knowledge of several instances of this. 
It is not a constant factor, for the simple reason that there 
can be no measure of the extent to which it may be generally 
decided by the operatives to restrict output. It is not 
natural for a man to do such a thing. It is an-effort, 
and cannot be controlled. It is found, therefore, that in 
those parts of the country inhabited by sanguine and con- 
scientious men (such as Norfolk) the output, notwithstanding 
any check, is higher than in a place like South Wales inhabited 
by persons of negative temperament. It is certainly a vital 
factor in the problem, and one which is very deep-seated. 
In labour speeches and writings it is admitted, and it is 
declared that it exists and will last until the capitalist 
system is dead. The report suggests that a further share 
of responsibility for direction by the men may secure in- 
creased production: “‘ Labour must organise and govern 
the labour work in the respective trades, so as to ensure 
output on such terms as will stabilise and reduce prices 
to the community.” This seems to indicate profit-sharing ; 
but profit-sharing is now regarded only as a means of pro- 
longing the fight by keeping capital alive, and is therefore 
opposed by the extremists. 

It is not surprising to find the prime-cost contracts con- 
demned and the costing system criticised as being too 
elaborate. They have together brought building costs to 
high-water mark. Labour costing for certain well-defined 
processes pays, and contractors who have left it off have 
usually found costs increased; but the data collected 
must be used and applied weekly by some special method, 
or it might as well be burnt. The Committee asks for the 
publication of the data collected. As this data chiefly 
relates to work done under changing conditions and would 
be of little value without the drawings of the houses referred 
to, we hope no public money will be spent on such statistics. 
Quantities are deprecated, except on large schemes. We 
quite agree, provided the drawings and specifications leave 
nothing to doubt. - 

A short minority report, signed by the two representatives 
on the Committee of the operatives, is appended, and is in 
the main a eulogy of the Guilds; but a study of the last 
Guild contract published should make it quite clear to 
any impartial person that many changes must be made 
before the Guilds can come into the commerce of life on 
equal terms with the old-established builders. 

The perusal of the Report leaves us still depressed, 
as it leaves so many problems unsolved. It does not contain 
a hint how we are to house the very poor who cannot pay 
even the old rents; nor does it offer any contribution 
towards settling the difficulty of removing unhealthy areas. 
Another Report just issued deals with that and suggests that 
pending rebuilding local authorities should acquire the 
condemned property compulsorily on special terms and alter 
and repair it as possible. By such means, and by more 
latitude in the accommodation and type of buildings de- 
manded, it is hoped that it may be possible to devise some 
means of escape from the present unsatisfactory impasse. 
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NOTES. 

WE are glad to announce 
The R,LB.A. that Mr. Paul Wahemene, 
and the the newly-elected President 
Allied of the Institute, is arranging 
Societies. +t pay a series of visits to 


allied societies of the R.1.B.A. 
during the coming months. On Sep- 
tember 20 he will be present at an At 
Home given by Sir William Portal, Bart., 
President of the Hants and Isle of Wight 
Architects’ Association and the members 
of the Association at Winchester. The 
exhibition of the R.I.B.A. drawings will be 
on view, and the President will deliver a 
brief address on matters relating to the 
future of the profession. A visit to the 
Bristol Society of Architects has also been 
arranged. The successful conference in 
Liverpool in the spring of this year 
showed the value of a closer intercom- 
munication between the Institute and the 
allied societies, and this visit of the 
President will, we know, be much appre- 
ciated by provincial architects. 





Tue Census returns provide 

The food for thought in our study 
Census. of town-planning and every 
other sociological issue. It is 

rather appalling to think of the population 
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of Greater London reaching to nearly 
seven-and-a-half millions, though it is 
some consolation to know that the outer 
ring of nearer suburbs has not increased 
more than 3.1 per cent. in 1921 as against 
22.7 per cent. in 1881. One-sixth of the 
entire population of the country lives 
within twenty-five miles of Charing Cross. 
Nearly four-fifths of the English and 
Welsh live in towns. It is impossible to 
think with satisfaction on this desertion 
of the beautiful open spaces of the 
country for the crowded and so-called 
civilisation of our towns. An agricul- 
tural community must of necessity be a 
limited one, but in these days of improved 
facilities it might well share in many of 
the social and intellectual pleasures of life, 
such as are not necessarily confined to 
urban dwellers. One of the suggestions 
raised by these Census returns may well 
be that whilst agricultural pursuits should 
be made more easy and profitable, our 
industrial concerns ought to be spread 
out over wider areas and the terrible 
congestion of modern life should be 
largely alleviated. 





The Archi- 4 HANDBOOK of the Architec- 
tectural tural Association just issued 
Association not only illustrates the home 
Schools. fF the Association in Bed- 
ford-square, but also gives a very credit- 
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able reflection of the A.A. Schools’ 
work. It is pointed out that this 
type of school has practically super- 
seded the pupilage system, and that the 
work of the A.A. Schools has been system- 
atised and carefully graduated with a 
view to obtaining the best result from 
the average student and not with the 
idea of “ forcing ” and obtaining startling 
results from a favoured few. But that 
these startling results may occasionally 
arise one may reasonably hope, for the 
stimulus towards greater advances will 
so be maintained. It is clearly stated 
that the School does not desire to per- 
petuate any one style or manner in 
architecture but to encourage original 
thought. The importance and value of 
the Architectural Association is an asset to 
the profession which becomes increasingly 
evident each year. We hope in future 
issues of this interesting brochure one 
may see more evidence of the students’ 
capacity for good perspective study of 
architectural details and features of 
buildings. 





THE scheme for the improve- 

The Horse Ment of the Horse Guards’ 
Guards’ Parade has some good points, 
Parade. for it will bring some sort of 
order out of the present hap- 

hazard appearance. Nothing will now 
give the fine effect which might have been 
created if some sort of unity of design 
had been apparent between the Horse 
Guards’ and the flanking buildings. Even 
if the new Admiralty buildings had 
followed in some degree the character of 
Sir Gilbert Scott’s India Offices some 
dignity of effect would have resulted ; but, 
small as it is, the old Horse Guards’ group 
of buildings has a refinement and simple 
breadth which we miss in its newer neigh- 
bours. To those who have any degree of 
imagination the possibilities of this parade 
ground, with its fine opening from White- 
hall and its adjacent features, the present 
solution of the problem graphically 
illustrates our national policy of com- 
promise and hesitation. And meantime 
the great symbolical way from the King’s 
Palace to the City has been shorn of its 
fitting approach, though Sir Aston Webb 
has clearly shown how well it might be 
created at no overwhelming cost. We 
have to be thankful for small mercies, 
but we almost wonder that a pillared 
cloister on the north and south sires of 
the parade has not been suggested, for by 
this means the character of the old Horse 
Guards’ building might have been pro- 
duced so as to give it a valuable setting 
amongst its incongruous neighbours. Per- 
haps a low wall and range of evergreen 
trees may be formed as a boundary on the 
west side flanking the Guards’ Memorial ? 


The Im- Mucu has been said as to 


provement the misuse of our great 
“7 arks and opportunities in London 
queres. parks, squares and gardens 


to afford pleasant alleviation of the 
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A CHARACTERISTIC EXAMPLE OF OLD CorRNISH Work. 


dullness and hardness of town*life. Mr. 
B. D. Niven has constantly brought 
forward the desirability of making our 
parks and squares more attractive, and 
in the new book of the London Society 
will be found many practical suggestions 
of his. We notice, however, a timely 
reference to the subject by Mr. T. A. 
Mawson in the Zimes, who pleads for a 
more sensible treatment in our parks 
which would provide pleasant stretches 
of lawn and well-grouped trees instead of 
the awkwardly piled-up masses of shrubs 
and rocks, which not only detract from 
the spaciousness and pleasant aspect of 
our parks but also form undesirable spots 
for the accumulation of rubbish. He 
tightly points out that the masses of 
shrubs in many of our London squares do 
no good to anybody, and only hide the 
pleasant spaces from the view of both 
the surrounding householders and the 
passing public. _There is of a truth much 
to be done of a very necessary kind in 
this way, and at no great outlay of 
money either. 





THE Director of the British 

The | Museuni, in his presidential 
Congestion address, delivered at the re- 
of Museums. cont Paris Conference, dis- 
cussed the function and 
arrangement of a public museum. It has 
become a consideration at the present time 
whether the limit of the growth of 
museums has not been reached. In any 
case a limit may be said to have been 
reached in regard to the capacity of the 
general public to absorb them, and it 
would appear desirable to re-consider the 
present arrangements. The exhibition of 
Greek vases at the British Museum is a 
case in point, to which “ four large and 
well-filed rooms” are devoted. The 
Director suggests the reduction of the 
number on view to the public, withdrawing 
the greater number of them from public 
view, though leaving them accessible to 
Properly accredited visitors. Some such 
change it appears to us is clearly desirable. 


The public visiting the Museum need 
assistance in this way. To wade through 
“four large and well-filled rooms” de- 
voted to Greek vases is more likely to 
destroy interest than to enhance it, 





THE views of Sir Frederick 
The Kenyon in reference to the 


National arrangement of a _ public 
Gallery. Museum have their applica- 
tion to our national art 
collections. Proposals are from time to 


time put forward for the enlargement of 
the National Gallery, because of the con- 
gestion of pictures, which congestion is, 
we take it, increased by the improved 
hanging, which limits the number of those 
shown in any one gallery. But it seems 
to us, except for the purpose of “ properly- 
accredited visitors,” that there are a good 
many pictures which might be withdrawn 
altogether so far as the general public are 
concerned. If the pictures shown of any 
period, master, or school were limited to 
a few first-rate examples of each, and the 
rest kept accessible for those who require 
to see them, the public would see all that 
they require both for pleasure and in- 
struction, and with a better chance of 
doing so without weariness to the flesh. 
A judicious weeding of pictures in such 
a way would be no loss to the National 
Gallery, 





Tus Congress, which is to be 

Paris Art Opened at the Sorbonne, 
Congress. Paris, on September 26, and 
will continue for ten days, 

includes nearly all European countries 
and a comprehensive body of professors, 
curators, and librarians. The Congress 
will deal with the questions of museum 
work, such as art teaching in different 
countries, the care and restoration of 
works of art, the question of changes be- 
tween museums, &c. In regard to art 
teaching the need for bringing our art 
schools under a discipline more akin to 
our universities is very much to be desired, 
as also is the substitution for the system 
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of establishing the claim for grants on the 
number of students to one in which results 
are made the sole reason for the grant. 
In a University, the student must attend 
a recognised number of lectures in order 
to be allowed to sit for his examinations 
at the end of the year. The point is that 
the grant should not be established on 
numbers but on results. 


Tuts Institute is taking a 
The British collection of its work to 


FP Cambridge in the autumn, 
Art. Which will be opened on 


October 8, under the chair- 
manship of Sir Charles Walston, and 
arrangements are being made for a 
conference of architects to meet in the 
exhibition during the time. Though 
the outlook of the time does not permit 
us to hope for any very exceptional 
characteristics to the exhibition, it will 
have value in calling attention to the 
better examples of ordinary commercial 
production, and in concentrating in 
different localities public attention on the 
improvements taking place. It is not so 
easy to detect much resalt through its 
labours towards encouraging the work of 
craftsmen of more distinctive and per- 
sonal character. It may be that the 
proposal to place a court at the disposal 
of the Institute in the Victoria and Albert 
Museum will effect this result, and we are 
glad to hear that this is being done. 





THERE were some noteworthy 
pronouncements last week by 
labour members of Parlia- 
ment and labour leaders on the policy of 
trade unions in regard to strikes, and it 
is satisfactory to note the growing con- 
viction that the strike is not the best 
means of attaining industrial objects and 
most mistaken when it is resorted to for 
political ends. At the annual conference 
of the Miners’ Federation Mr. Herbert 
Smith pointed out the evil results that had 
followed from the miners not concentra- 
ting on the wages question but clinging to 
the political issue of the national pool. The 
stoppage in the coal industry has shown 
the whole nation how disastrous a stop- 
page in a key industry can be. From 
statements recently made in the House 
of Commons it appears impossible to form 
any estimate of the whole loss to the 
country, as so many trades were indirectly 
involved and the general trade of the 
country so interrupted, but with reference 
to strikes generally one set of figures is 
available. In the first six months of this 
year there were 338 trade’ disputes, in- 
volving 1,650,000 workpeople and causing 
a loss of 74,445,000 working days. With 
wages at their present level, what sum in 
wages alone is represented by 74} million 
days? A very moderate computation 
would be £22,000,000 to £30,000,000. 
It can only be hoped that this disastrous 
stoppage will have served to open the 
eyes of all to the necessity for adopting 
co.cil’'atory methods. 


Strikes. 
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GENERAL NEWS. 





Professional Announcement. 


Mr. H. D. Searles-Wood, F.R.1.B.A., has 
removed to Painters’ Hall Chambers, 8, Little 
Trinity-lane, E.C.4. Telephone, Central 2365. 


The Royal Sanitary Institute. 


The syllabus of the autumn lectures and 
demonstrations of the Royal Sanitary Institute 
is now available. The courses commence to- 
wards the end of September, and are divided into 
sections specially arranged for Sanitary Officers, 
Meat and Food Inspectors, and Women Health 
Visitors and Child Welfare Workers. Copies of 
the syllabus may be obtained from Mr. White 
Wallis, Secretary of the Institute, 90, Bucking- 
ham Palace-road, S.W. 1. 


A Fall in House-building Prices. 


A big drop in prices is shown in the revised 
tenders for 120 houses at Cockerton, for the 
Darlington Housing Committee. Compared 
with tenders of three months ago the price of 
the non-parlour type is now £568 10s. as against 
£875, and £620 for parlour type as against £987 
in the previous tenders. These lowest quota- 
tions are about £500 less than the quotations 
early in the year, for the £875 and £987 tenders 
were, in turn, about £200 each less than prices 
previously tendered for the same classes of 
houses. The revised tenders have been sub- 
mitted to the Ministry of Health for approval. 


The Berks., Bucks. and Oxon. Architectural 
Association. 


The recently-formed Berks., Bucks. and Oxon. 
Architectural Association, of which Mr. FE. P. 
Warren, F.S.A., F.R.1.B.A., is President, has 
issued a Year-Book for 1921. The formation of 
the Association was suggested in April last, and 
largely owing to the efforts of Mr. C. B. Will- 
cocks, F.R.I.B.A., the Association came into 
being on July 6, with a mem. ership of ninety-one. 
Mr. Paul Waterhouse, P.R.I.B.A., has shown 
his interest in the new body by becoming its 
Honorary Vice-President. The inaugural meet- 
ing of the Association was held on July 6, when 
the President delivered an address, in the course 
of which he dealt with the objects of the Asso- 
ciation, which were, he said, the advancement 
of architecture, the protection of the architectural 
profession, and the provision of a medium of 
communication between members. The Year- 











War Memorial at Whitegate, Cheshire. 
Mr. A. E. Pow.es, F.2.1.B.A., Architect. 


Book contains the Presidential Address in 
full, and also the names of the officers of the 
body and the by-laws. 


The Design of Museums. 


Sir Frederic Kenyon, Director of the British 
Museum, in his presidential address to the 
Museums’ Association, delivered at the recent 
Paris Conference, said two kindred problems 
vexed all curators—the finding of space for the 
ever-growing collections and the best way of 
making a collection serviceable to the public. 
He was therefore not much impressed by the 
idea of designing every part of a museum for 
the particular collections that it was to contain. 
The best the designer could do was to provide 
sufficient rooms generally suitable in arrange- 
ment and lighting, and leave it to successive 
directors to dispose of them as best might suit 
the expanding collections. The buildings of the 
British Museum had extended almost continu- 
ously during the ; ast hundred years, but even 
before each new extension was completed its 
space had already been mortgaged. But there 
was a limit to the rofitable growth of museums, 
and at the British Museum they were not far 
from having reached it. The majority of visitors 
were simply overwhelmed by the diversity of 
objects and the immense area that had to be 
covered if the Museum was to be conscientiously 
“done.” That way lay headaches and bore- 
dom. Even the more serious visitor, who 
confined himself to a few departments, lost 
much of his time and dissipated much of his 
interest in wandering through long galleries, 
not knowing which were the objects most 
worthy of his attention, nor where to find 
them. They needed to exhibit not more but 
less, and to make that less more intelligible. 
He thought, therefore, that there should be 
two sets of rooms, after the fashion of the 
natural history branch of the British Museum 
at South Kensington. In one a limited number 
of selected objects should be set out in the 
most instructive and attractive manner for the 
public ; in the other the rest of the collection 
would be available for experts. He urged that, 
in the designing of museums, there should be a 
centrally-placed library, surrounded by the 
public rooms, and still farther out, with space 
for extension, the study galleries and store rooms. 


- 
——— 


OBITUARY. 


Mr. G. J. Coombs, A.R.C.A. 


We have to record the death of Mr. George J. 
Coombs, A.R.C.A., who passed away at his 
residence in Aberdeen on July 23, after a long 
illness. Mr. Coombs received his architectural 
training at the Royal College of Art under 
Professor Beresford Pite, and from there was 
appointed Head of the Department of Archi- 
tecture at the Leeds School of Art in 1907, 
which position he held till December, 1920. 
He was appointed to be Head of the Aberdeen 
School of Architecture last September, and 
commenced his duties in January of this year. 
He gained the silver medal of the Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects in 1906, and in the 
competition for a war memorial for West 
Hartlepool, held last year, Mr. Coombs’ design, 
which was illustrated in The Builder, ‘ eptem. 
ber 10, p. 272, was placed first. 





The death is announced of Mr. Peter Tyson, 
a well-known building contractor, of Liverpool. 
He was chairman of Messrs. Tysons (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., and among the contracts carried 
out by him are the Shakespeare Theatre, the 
Church House, Public Baths, and Library, 
Bootle ; Carnegie Library, Crosby; Baptist 
Chapel, Dovedale-road; and Church of St. 
Columba, Egremont. He was one of the earliest 
contractors to bud Corporation houses, having 
built the houses in Fontenoy-street and 
Kempston-street areas, Liverpool, and Mason- 
street, Birkenhead. 





[Aucust 26, 1921. 














War Memorial at Hartford, Cheshire. 
Mr. A. E. Pow tes, F.R.I.B.A., Architect. 





COMPETITION NEWS. 


Paisley. 


For THE War MemoriAL CoMMITTEE.— 
Designs for a war memorial. (See our issue 
for August 12.) 

Birmingham. 

For tae War MemoriAL CoMMITTEE.— 
Designs for a war memorial. Sending-in day 
October 12. (See ourissue for June 17.) 


Cairo. 

For THE Eoyptian GovERNMENT.—Designs 
for the new Qasr el’ Aini Hospital and School 
at Cairo. Sending-in day, October 3. (See our 
issue for April 8.) 


Wandsworth. 


For THE WanpsworTH Borover CounciL.— 
Lay-out schemes for a park and recreation 
ground. Sending-in day September 5. (See 
our issue for June 17.) 


Chelmsford. 


For THE War MEmoRIAL COMMITTEE.— 
Designs for a war memorial. First premium, 
£10 10s. ; second premium, £5 5s. Sending-in 
day, August 31. Further particulars from 
Mr. R. C. Knight, Secretary to the Committee, 
Municipal Offices, Chelmsford. : 

[Members of the R.I. B.A. and the Society of 
Architects are advised not to take part In 
this competition as the conditions are unsatis- 


factory.] — 


For THE War Memoriat CoMMITTEE.— 
Designs for a war memorial, at a cost of about 
£2,000. (See our issue for August 12.) 

[Members of the R.I.B.A. and the Societ 
Architects must not take part in this com- 
petition until the conditions have _ been 


approved. | 


y of 
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Irish Parliament Buildings. 
The Ulster Cabinet has decided, subject 
to the approval of the Northern Parliament 
and of the First Commissioner of Works of the 
Imperial Government, to buy Stormont 
Castle and grounds, Belfast, for £20,000, be 
a site for the new Parliament, Ministeria 
buildings, and Courts of Justice. 
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Reconstruction ! 


Str,—‘‘ A public which cannot appreciate 
the fact that our one outstanding success is 
the Duke of York column, both in itself, and 
its fortunate site, can hardly be argued 
with.”’—The Builder, August 12, 1921. 


And yet it was doomed by the last Royal 
Commission ; and, as appears from this week’s 
news, preparations, possibly with the view to 
its destruction, are being steadily pressed 
forward ! 

In the vision of the London to be, which 
persistently haunts me, I have long held that 
its traffic ought to be co-ordinated on an 
underground plan, and that a “lower ground 
level” is necessary with that view. For such 
a scheme it would appear that, providentially 
or intentionally, provision has been _made 
in the site in question—at least that is the 
conclusion come t» in a casual consideration. 
Passing under the Mall from the south there 
is room for a bifurcated road to Waterloo- 
place, thence to the other cardinal points ; 
westward to St. James’-street, and the Green 
Park northward; eastward to future vast 
traffic centres “just under the surface” at 
Piccadilly-cireus and Trafalgar-square respec- 
tively. Another main centre, on the same 
principle, at the Marble Arch has recently 
been described in your columns; whilst ten 
years ago Smithfield was suggested as the 
main centre of all, surmounted by the structure 
of the civic centre of a new state, as “‘ London 
Unique.” 

“EA BS 

London. 





Notices to Quit and Demands“for Increase of 
Rent. 


Str,—May I take exception to the assumption, 
either by the court referred to or by you, that 
notice to quit is necessary before an increase 
of rent can be made (The Builder, August 19, 
p. 237)? I gather the court did not decide that 
point, and some County Courts have held that 
notice to quit is not necessary. — a 

The Act does not say that notice to quit is 
necessary, and the form of notice for increase 
of rent given in the Schedule of the Act makes 
no mention of notice to quit. It provides that 
the increase should not be authorised “‘ except 
in respect of a period during which but for the 
Act the landlord would be entitled to obtain 
possession.” The words following this quota- 
tion in your commentary—i.e., “ after a valid 
notice to quit has expired,” are not in the Act. 

A landlord who had a house let n quarterly 
(or other period) tenancy would but for the 
Act, of course, always have been entitled to 
obtain possession after the requisite quarterly 
(or other) notice. The Act does not say he 
must give him notice to quit, but debars him 
from raising the rent during the period for 
which such notice would have run. It is 
incongruous to couple a notice to quit with 
a demand for increase of rent. If the demand . 
is made for a period when, but for the Act the 
landlord could have got possession, it seems 
to me quite in order without the inept notice 
to quit. 

R. STEWART. 





By-laws and Foundations : Spreading Footings. 


Str,—I am pleased to notice that the 
above is at last aitracting attention. The 
question I have been asking for the past 20 
years is, ‘‘ Assuming that the concrete founda- 
tion (reinforced or in bulk) is of sufficient 
strength, what use are spreading footings ? ” 
The replies received from architects, London 
District Surveyors, local surveyors, consult 
ing engineers, &c., have been many and 
varied. 

I recall one case in a building standing on 
4 reinforced raft, the raft serving as basement 
floor, where the spread of footings seriously 
interfered with the planning. Application 
Was made to the authority concerned for 
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permisison to omit, 
iesult :-— 

_ Objection 1.—The spread of footings was 
intended to prevent fracture of concrete. 

Proved that the concrete was strong enough 
to prevent this. 

Objection 2.—The spread of footings was 
to prevent the walls overturning. 

Proved that the building was of sufficient 
stability to make this impossible. 

Objection 3.—The spread of footings was 
intended to give additional strength to the 
base of wall and so prevent. crushing of 
lowest courses of brickwork. 

Countered this by offering to build the four 
lowest courses in blue Staffordshire bricks. 

Permission was granted as a special con- 
cession and not to create a precedent. 

And still I ask, “‘ What use are spreading 
footings ? ” 


with the fol’ow'ng 


"es @ FA” 





Alfred Bower Clayton. 

Srr,—-I_ am preparing a monograph relatin’ 
to Alfred Bower Clayton (1796-1855), artist and 
architect, of Doctors’ Commons, London, and 
afterwards of Everton, near Liverpool, where he 
died, and I shall be obliged by your kindly 
allowing me to state that if any of your corre- 
spondents who happen to possess letters from, 
pictures, sketches, or designs by, or documents 
referring to, A. B. Clayton, will communicate 
with me by letter to the address below, and will 
lend me such letters or other papers as are likely 
to be serviceable, I shall feel greatly indebted. 
Documents will be returned to the owners with 
as little delay as possible. 

E. G. CLayton. 

8, Northolme-road, 

Highbury Park, N. 5. 





Lock for Garage Doors. 


Srr,—Could I ask through your columns 
whether any of your readers know of a lock or 
other contrivance for securing 2in. sliding 
wood garage doors? The trouble with pad- 
locks and other methods, which leave an easily 
tampered-with portion exposed is that they 
offer no security, especially for garages some 
distance away from houses. The garage in 
question has five doors. 

“* Mororist.” 


——— 


Archeological Discoveries at Berne. 


This summer’s excavations at Berne (states 
the Times) show that one of the 12 oppida 
ascribed to the ancient inhabitants of Switzer- 
land by Julius Cesar was probably situated 
quite near Berne within the northern loop of 
the River Aar. It is now certain that the 
spacious peninsula was covered nearly all over 
by Gallic or Roman buildings. The place was 
destroyed by fire, presumably by the Alemanni, 
who invaded the country in the year 265 a.p. 
Molten glass is common in the débris. 


Ancient Cross Defaced. 


During a visit of the Archzological Associa- 
tion of Wales to the celebrated cross on the 
Mostyn estate, near Whitford, it was found that 
someone had recently carved his initials on the 
stone and otherwise defaced it. This cross 
is stated to be the tallest of the wheel-crosses of 
Great Britain, and stands in a field protected 
by wooden railings. Lord Mostyn, who was 
present in company with Sir William Boyd 
Dawkins, Sir Henry Howarth, and Sir Vincent 
ivans, said he was surprised and hurt to find 
that someone had been desecrating such an 
ancient .monument, and urged the public to 
help to protect such monuments. 








WAR MEMORIAL, 


GPYARMOUTH.... 


FRB HAWAKL A RIGA. Ancuriner 

















Great Yarmouth War Memorial. 


Mr. F. R. B. Hawarp, A.R.I.B.A., Architec’. 


[This monument is to be placed in St. George’s Park, Great Yarmouth, and will be carried 
out in grey granite, fine-axed finished ; the crosses are the only parts polished, with strap- 
work fine-axed. The swords and wreaths are of cast bronze, and 1,500 names will appear 


in raised letters on 24 cast-bronze panels. 


The gates to approach are of bronze. The 


granite is being supplied by Messrs. F. Whitehead & Sons, Aberdeen, the cast-bronze work 
by Mr. W. R. Weyer, of Norwich, and the bronze gates by Messrs. G. Wragge, Ltd., Man- 


chester. 


The foundations and erection are being carried out by Mr. J. E. Pestell, of Great 


Yarmouth. The architect is Mr. F. R. B. Haward, A.R.I.B.A., of Messrs. Olley & Haward, 
Great Yarmouth.} 
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Paterson, A.R.S.A., F.R.1.B.A. 


Accepted Design, by Mr. ALEXANDER N. 
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BOOKS. 





4 Medieval City in Greece: Its Churches and 
lis Ruins. By the Rev. J. Arnorr 
Hamirron. Aberdeen: W. Jolly & Sons, 
Ltd. Price 3s. net. 


To the Rev. J. Arnott Hamilton, as to many 
another student of the British School at Athens, 
Mistra, upon its rocky hill, where the slopes of 
Taygetos descend to the Spartan plain, stands 
for the embodiment of romance. The study 
of a perfect art in fragments and ruins is the 
normal course of travel in Greece, and the 
yoyager in that beautiful land is imperceptibly 
wearied with the effort to reconstruct enough 
of the classical detail to afford some grasp of 
the general effect of things as they existed in 
ancient times. 

To the interested traveller comes a sense of 
the compelling duty of research, the long toil of 
archeological processes, and constant sight- 
seeing under these conditions tends to become 
a task, however pleasant. Mental indigestion 
ensues, and a visit to Mistra supplies the excuse 
for playing truant from classical studies and 
brings with it a feeling of relief and adven- 
turous escapade as the traveller walks across 
the olive groves towards the foothills. Trees 
and the modern village intercept the view 
until the traveller crosses a streamlet by means 
of an old stone bridge, and stands upon the 
enchanted ground. 

The site of Mistra resembles a precipitous 
island cut off from the main bulk of Taygetos 
by deep ravines, and the village, with its many 
cupola-crowned churches perched upon the 
steep slope, stretches upward towards the 
Frankish castle built on the rocky summit by 
William Villehardouin, son of a crusader 
knight. The architecture of the domed churches 
represents many stages in the evolution of the 
transeptal from the basilican type, and the 
frescoes in some of them rank high as examples 
of Byzantine art, though lacking the great 
scale and the brilliancy of the colossal figures 
and gold mosaics in the principal churches of 
Salonica, or the dainty intricacy of pattern- 
work in the Basilica at Bethlehem. 

The author gives a short description of the 
arrangement of dome supports in some of the 
churches and a “ note on the types of cupola in 
medieval Greek churches.” He omits to 
explain the important function of tenacious 
mertar in these earthquake-shaken buildings, 
though he remarks: “‘ It will be seen that the 
various parts of the edifice form a homogeneous 
whole; they are bound one to another and 
‘they annul reciprocally the diffused thrusts 
which they exercise.” But architecture and 
construction even of these most fascinating 
kinds are but contributories toward the effect 
of exhilaration peculiar to this castle rock of 
Mistra. The spirit of adventure which induced 
two former students of the British School to 
climb to the castle up the cliff side of the rock 
in 1908 seems to have guided the author up the 
steep path to the commanding point on the 
‘attlements where, opposite “the snowy wall 
of Taygetos, austere and chill,” he feels the 
glamour of the romantic story cf the old western 
adventurers to be fitly enshrined on the summit 
of the sheer and terrible precipice falling down 
to a gloomy gorge hundreds of feet below. 
Intending travellers to Greece would do well to 
read this hook, and those interested in Byzantine 
architecture will find that the ‘“ List of Books 
Consulted” includes several important works 
on that subject. 


Reinforced Concrete Construction. Part IL. 
By M. T. Canrett. London: E. and F. N. 
Spon, Ltd. Price 16s. net. 


To many the association of romance with 
reinforced concrete may seem, if not absurd, 
at least far fetched. Yet the resources of the 
material are so immense that the contemplation 
of them approaches the realm of romance. 

fe ease and delicacy of line with which a 
whi may be built, the unusually bold curve 
' ich @ Staircase may take, the earth burrow- 
ngs that can be undertaken with comparative 








ease and certainty of success; these and such 
like considerations soon reveal the fact that 
feats as yet not contemplated—for the need 
has not arisen—may be achieved by the aid 
of this versatile material. 

Mr. Cantell’s book is a judicious mixture of 
theory and practice, both in text and illustra- 
tions—in the case of the latter the half-tone 
blocks are not as clear as might be expected 
in a book of this price—and various buildings 
and units of buildings are considered in the 
abstract, and by means of actual examples 
illustrated by diagrams and photographs. 
The book is a continuation of Part I, and a 
knowledge of its contents is assumed. The 
conditions and practice laid down by the 
R.I.B.A. Joint Committee’s Report and by 
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the L.C.C. are strictly complied with. Swim- 
ming baths, water-towers, bins and silos, retaining 
walls, roofs, stairs, bridges and sewers, these 
are but a few of the examples that are dealt 
with in detail. The book should be of real 
use both to architects and engineers whose 
knowledge of reinforced concrete is genera] 
rather than particular, and who desire informa- 
tion on the best method of dealing with the 
particular problems with which they may 
be faced in the course of their work. 


——— 





Discovery of a Doric Temple. 
It is reported that the foundations of a large 
Doric temple, probably dedicated to Artemis, 
have been discovered at Sicyon, near Corinth. 
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Campbeltown War Memorial Competition. 
Accepted Design, by Mr. ALExANDER N. Paterson, A.R.S.A., F.R.1.B.A. 
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NEW BUILDING IN TRINITY SQUARE, E.C., FOR THE 
SWEDISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


Tue gratitude which we, as Londoners, 
feel for the foreign element which has con- 
tributed in so handsome a way to the archi- 
tecture of our city must always be tinged with 
a feeling of humiliation that so much has been 
done for us from outside our own ranks com- 
pared with the sum of our own achievements. 
Rather than bow to this more depressing aspect 
of the situation we should do better to emulate 
the business enterprise, public spirit, and 
clear vision which have done so much towards 
beautifying our streets. 

An interesting and typical case in point is 
the new headquarters of the Swedish Chamber 
of Commerce in Trinity-square, E.C., now in 
course of erection from the designs of Messrs. 
Niven and Wigglesworth, architects, of No. 7, 
John-street, Bedford-row, W.C. It is the 
latest effort of the Swedish community in 
London to express in a foreign land the dignity 
of their own country,, and the result bids fair 
to realise this purpose in a building worthy of 
the beauties of the neighbourhood. 

The site is exceptional in its historic and 
wsthetic qualities. Facing Tower-hill, where 
once was raised a scaffold to a king, and where 
many outstanding figures of history met their 
fate, the new building is surrounded by a 
bewildering array of fine architecture of the 
past and present, the Tower of London, Trinity 
House, Christ’s Hospital, and the Port ot London 
Authority new building being within a stone’s 
throw, and the Royal Mint a few minutes’ 
walk away, to mention but a few of many 
interesting examples. The site itself is roughly 
triangular, with two truncated angles, and 
has frontages to Trinity-square and Muscovy- 
street, a new street now being laid out through 
a portion of the P.L.A. estate. The outline 
has been to some extent regularised by the 
squaring of one end and the substitution of a 
bay window for an awkward angular termina- 
tion, the slight sacrifice of ground being met by 
the production of a more convenient form in 
plan and elevation. 

The building, which extends over the whole 
site, there being no space to spare for internal light- 
wells, has been divided into two main portions 
by a cross wall. The eastern and more spacious 
division has been entirely devoted to offices 
and club rooms with a pleasant aspect over 
Trinity-square, while the western and narrower 
end is occupied by the main staircase and 
lavatories, the obvious angle entrance having 
beer abandoned to carry this arrangement into 
effect, and the bay running through three 
stories being substituted to emphasise the 
anrle treatment. 

The elevations consist of a rhythmical arrange- 
ment of piers upon a rusticated ground floor, 
the treatment being quiet and restrained but 
relieved by ornament to give it interest. The 
head of the bay is treated with a flat-pitched 
pediment on coupled consoles and a_ bold 
keystone, the whole feature executed with 
good detail. A row of simple wrot-iron bal- 
conies is arranged at third-floor level—an 
unusual but logical position, serving, as they do, 
most important rooms in the building. The 
main cornice, rendered in clean, bold lines, its 
soffit fully enriched with good effect, forms a 
crowning member to the main _ horizontal 
division of the fagades. The keystones to the 
ground floor arches at the angle and over the 
entrance doorway are finely carved with heads 
in full relief. 

The entrance hall is lofty and _ spacious, 
showing an economy of detail well worthy ot 
study in these days of high prices. The irregu- 
larity of the narrowing site has been masked 
with a niche and cupboard to introduce sym- 
metry and regular treatmert. LEncircling the 
hall on two ends and one side is the main stair- 
case, paved in polished stone and with wrot- 
iron balustrade crowned with a bronze handrail. 
The floor of the hall is also paved in the same 
material, with a black marble border. The 
walls are plain, relieved with a- band of key 
ornament at first floor level, from which springs 


the semi-dome of the niche on the end wall. 
Above first-floor level the staircase is confined 
to a rectangular compartment on the axis 
between the lift and staircase windows, and 
so extends to the top floor of the building. 

The upper three floors are occupied entirely 
by the owners. On the second floor are the 
business offices of the Chamber. Entered 
direct from the staircase, the waiting hall in 
the heart of the building receives ample light 
through the general office in addition to some 
borrowed light. From it a fine semi-circular 
stair in oak with a simple wrot-iron balustrade 
eads to the club rooms on the next floor, while 
grouped around the waiting hall are various 
offices overlooking the street. 

The third and most important floor of the 
building, comprising the lounge, library, and 
council chamber, is 13 ft. 6 ins. high from floor 
to ceiling. The main cornice, which has been 
built to line up with that of the adjoining build- 
ing, cuts acfoss these rooms, and a row of frieze 
windows in the parapet has been introduced 
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over the French casement doors to the balconies 
This has overcome a difficulty and has resulted 
in added scale to these rooms. The library, 
extending the full width of the Trinity-square 
front, is decorated in a free Classic style reminis- 
cent of the Queen Anne period. Throughout 
this floor the lower ends of the steel principals 
of the roof appear below the ceiling and are 
dealt with in different ways. Casings of fibrous 
plaster form ornamental trusses over each 
principal in the lounge, while in the council 
chamber a deep, continuous cove conceals 
these members. 

The fourth floor accommodates the club 
dining room and kitchen q arters. Al hough 
entirely in the roof, the dining room has been 
given dignity by placing the ashlaring so as 
to give vertical walls, the space under the roof 
slopes being reserved for storage. From the 
dining room access is given to the flat roof 
from which the views obtainable would be an 
object of envy to most London clubs. The 
broad ribbon of the Thames with its forest of 
masts and brown sails divides an_ historic 
foreground from the grey mass of the buildings 
of South London dying away into the heights 
of Sydenham upon which stands the Crystal 
Palace, and further east Shooters Hill can 
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Swedish Cpamber of Commerce Building. 
Messrs. Niven & WicGLEsworts, FF.R,I.B.A., Architects. 
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be discerned on a clear day. Members will 
spend many an interesting hour picking out 
the landmarks of the Metropolis. 

The construction of the building generally is 
worthy of note. A single column torms the sole 
internal support for the office floors, and 
receives the ends of three beams dividing the 
floors into rectangular areas with the exception 
of one triangular bay. In this way the utmost 
freedom of planning has been assured, an 
advantage of which good use has been made. 
A concentrated load of over 300 tons is trans- 
mitted to the base of the steel column and 
distributed by a block of reinforced concrete 
17ft. 6in. square and 2tt. thick. The load 
on the walls is distributed by a base of reinforced 
concrete 10 ft. 6in. wide and 2 ft. thick, while 
the remainder of the site is covered with concrete 
lft. thick and reinforced, thus forming a 
continuous raft over the whole site. This 
method was adopted as an economical altern- 
ative to sinking about 13 ft. down to solid 
bottom, the saving in excavation and concrete 
more than compensating for the extra outlay 
in reinforced concrete. 

The general contractors for the building are 
Messrs. Holliday & Greenwood, of Corunna 
Works, Battersea. The principal sub-contracts 
have been carried out by the following firms :— 
Stuarts’ Granolithic Co. :—Reinforced concrete 
raft and staircase and granolithic paving ; 
Moreland, Hayne & Co. :—Constructional steel 
work; Kleine Fire Resisting Flooring Syndi- 
cate :—Fire-resisting floors ; Dent & Hellyer :-— 
Drainage, sanitation, and plumbing ; Nicholson : 
—Heating and ventilation; Pearse & Co. :— 
Steel casements; CC. Hall :—Wrought iron- 
work ; Haywards, Ltd. :—Pavement lights 
and fire-escape stairs; Acme Wood Block 
Flooring Syndicate :—Wood-block flooring ; 
Bryon :—Marble, wall tiling, and terrazzo ; 
Waygood Otis :—Passenger lift; Lawrence 
Turner :—Fibrous plaster and stone carving ; 
Electrical Installations :—Electric lighting and 
bells; Briffault Range Co. :—Kitchen fittings ; 
Yannedis & Co.:—Door furniture and iron- 
mongery. 
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EXHIBITION NOTES. 


THE TWENTY-ONE GALLERY. 

[Quite a variety of method and technique 
is to be found in the Summer Exhibition at 
the Twenty- One Gallery, which includes good 
examples of the work of Spenser Pryse, F. L. 
Griggs, C. H. Shannon, 0. Shepperson, Edgar 
Wilson, Felicien Rops, Fantin Latour, A. S. 
Hartrick, &c. Such a small exhibition as 
this keeps one’s attention from wandering too 
much, and it is one which suggests that possi- 
bly a permanent exhibition of unambitious 
works might be kept going by constant 
changes of interesting material. There must 
be hundreds of things, often more or less of a 
tentative nature, which the cultured public 
would not only take much pleasure in seeing 
but also in buying. Our artists have endless 
Stores of material from which they could 
select things which have been thrown off in 
their happiest moods which would hardly be 
accounted of great value for exhibition pur- 
poses, but which would give much pleasure 
to the public. We imagine the managers 
of some of our smaller galleries might bring 
to light a good deal of delightful matter 
such as would repay all concerned. We 
want to see more of the spontaneity and 
Joy of artists in their work, which is often so 
4pparent in things not usually destined for 
exhibition. 


—_— 


An Income-Tax Guide. 

“Income-Tax and Super-Tax, 1842-1922” 
(London: Oliver & Boyd, price 1s. net) is a 
guide to income-tax and super-tax arranged in 
4 very concise manner in the form of a folder on 
thick paper. All the changes introduced in the 
1920 and 1921 Budgets have been incorporated, 
and the various rates, exemptions, deductions, 
allowances, &c., are clearly set out. Tables are 
g'ven showing the amount of tax on incomes 
up to £10,000 a year. 
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New Building in Trinity-square, E.C., for the Swedish Chamber of Commerce. 
Messrs. Niven & WieaLeswort', FF.R.I.B.A., Architects. 
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THE COST OF BUILDING WORKING-CLASS DWELLINGS. 





@A summary of the report of the Committee 
appointed in February last to consider the 
question of the cost of house building, which 
was issued on Saturday last, isjgiven on page 64. 
The. general conclusions: of the Committee, 
which held protracted sittings and heard 
evidence from representatives of all branches 
of the building industry, are as follows :— 

“We recognise that the need for workmen’s 
houses is great. These essential houses will 
need to be provided at a sufficient rate under 
some satisfactory policy of finance, aiming at 
their provision as soon as possible on an economic 
basis by ordinary means. In the interim, 
however, a great responsibility rests upon the 
Government for securing the provision of 
essential houses by such methods as will reduce 
the financial assistance by the State and local 
authority to a minimum. We have concluded 
that the policy adopted for the provision of 
workmen’s houses has had a prejudicial effect 
upon the cost of building, especially in the 
following respects, viz. :— 


“* (a) By the utilisation of the local authorities 
as the agents for providing houses under 
arrangements which restricted their financial 
responsibility to the produce of a 1d. rate, thus 
failing to establish any community of interest 
between the State and the local authority in 
securing economy. 

“(b) By the flooding of the market—already 
congested by reason of great demands and 
depleted powers of production—with an un- 
precedented State-aided house-building pro- 
gramme in excess of the building resources 
then available, and by rendering the congested 
conditions even worse by the restriction of the 
period during which such State-aid as was 
necessary would be forthcoming. 

“The conditions of the building trade since 
and on account of the war have been extremely 
difficult compared with those existing prior 
to the war. The standard of house now being 
built is superior in accommodation, construction, 
amenities, and domestic conveniences to the 
average workman’s house built before the war. 
These facts must be kept in mind in making 
any comparison of relative costs of building. 
We think, too, that it is right to emphasise that 
the demand for houses at the time of the 
greatest activity in letting contracts was 
clamant. The outlook upon housing was then 
very different from that which prevails to-day. 
Pledges had been given that houses should be 
provided in great numbers and at great speed 
for ex-soldiers and others who were homeless. 
Much impatience was expressed in Parliament 
and in the Press that progress was not faster. 
The question of cost did not deter Parliament, 
the Press, and many sections of the public 
from demanding that the greatest possible 
number of houses be furnished with the utmost 
speed. 

“We are of opinion that effective steps 
have been taken to obtain land for housing 
purposes upon reasonable terms and _ that 
no further economy can be secured in this 
direction. 

«* As regards the lay-out of the sites, we con- 
sider due care has been taken to ensure econo- 
mical development whilst at the same time 
introducing new methods which have _ re- 
sulted in raising the standard to a marked 
extent. 

“The standard of house adopted is in no 
way extravagant, and we do not think that 
anything more could have been done to secure 
economy in connection with plans, specifications, 
or in other technical directions 

“Although there are no doubt cases of 
builders having obtained favourable contracts 
yielding more than a normal profit, we think 
that this condition must be exceptional. It 
is quite probable that the depression in trade 
and the general restriction of letting more 
housing contracts will improve the conditions 
of existing contracts. Both labour and mat- 


erials will be more readily obtained and output 


will be better. But if such is the case there 
is certainly no evidence that prices at the time 
of contract included any excessive margin for 
profit. There is on the other hand evidence 
that the profit being obtained is not un- 
reasonable. 

“The high cost of labour, not merely the 
labour directly involved in work of actual 
construction but that involved in production 
of materials and in transport, has been the 
principal cause in the high cost of building 
houses. 

‘“The demand for high wages has arisen 
mainly from the necessity imposed on the 
workman to meet the great increase in the 
cost of living. But it is clear that there have 
been other contributory factors, e.g., diminution 
of output—which is now, however, improving 
—and exploitation of monopoly conditions 
created by shortage of skilled workmen. 

“ There is no doubt that output has seriously 
decreased since 1914, and is at present much 
below the standard of that time. 
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and supply, and partly to increased cost of 
production. High water-mark has, however, 
been reached, and with more normal conditions 
prevailing and an improved supply, a downward 
tend of prices has set in and it is thought that 
in the near future prices of materials will reach 
a reasonable level. 

“The increased cost of transport and the 
uncertainty of delivery has also been an 
important factor, making for high cost of 
building. 

** Although we make certain recommendations 
with reference to forms of contract to be 
adopted, we do not think that any exception 
can be taken—on the score of economy—to 
the forms of contract adopted, nor to their 
provisions, having regard to the conditions 
existing at the time they were entered into. 

“We think that the demand of labour to 
undertake responsibility for the provision of 
houses is to be encouraged, and, except that the 
terms of the Guild contract are such as are 
somewhat unusual, we think that in the efforts 
to secure greater economy this principle of 
building was rightly encouraged for the purpose 
of more fully ascertaining its possibilities.” 











From the Western Architect. 








Garden Front of Residence at Denver. 
Messrs. Biscoz & Hewett, Architects. 


“We are firmly convinced that the present 
conditions with regard to labour are unsatis- 
factory, and that the co-operation of labour 
is essential to any lasting scheme for securing 
greater output and consequently lower cost 
of production. We have been impressed with 
the moderation and fairness of the labour views 
expressed. The delinquencies of labour are 
urged much more forcibly and frequently than 
those of the suppliers of materials and the 
employers, but we are disposed to concur in 
the view that the attitude of labour has been 
forced upon them by bitter experience in 
former years and unsatisfactory conditions 
over which they have had little or no control. 
The real and simple solution of the difficulty 
of the cost of houses—assuming a wise financial 
policy—lies in increased production. This 
we are desirous to secure by such means as will 
bring out the best of the organising skill, 
energy, and enterprise of the employer and 
operative alike in such a way that the general 
tone of the industry may be raised and the 
operative may have a fuller opportunity of 
raising himself above his present status by 
taking his proper share of the increased benefits 
which will result from the general increase 
in production to the advantage of all 
concerned. 

“We find that there has been a steady and 
rapid increase in the cost of all materials, 
due partly to a world shortage, and the conse- 
quent upsetting of the balance of demand 


Brazilian International Exhibition, 1922. 

We are informed by the Department of 
Overseas Trade (35, Old Queen-street, S.W.1), 
that the centenary of the independence of 
Brazil will be celebrated at Rio de Janeiro in 
the autumn of next year. In connection with 
the celebrations there will be an extensive 
Brazilian National Exhibition, and also an 
International Exhibition. A number of nations 
have been invited to participate, and many 
of them, it is understood, have already accepted 
the invitation. It is certain that it will be 
largely attended by the peoples of all the South 
American States, and will afford an unusual 
opportunity for those interested in trade with 
Brazil to develop their business. The social 
atmosphere in Brazil is said to be most 
favourable towards the British Empire. 

It is probable that official participation by 
the Empire will be decided upon at an early 
date. The space available for the erection of 
national pavilions is insufficient to provide space 
for individual exhibits of British firms: ' 
is understood, however, that space for these !s 
available to the extent of some 100,000 super 
feet on adjoining quays, and that it may be 
found possible to provide space within the 
city itself for exhibits to be made. In the 
opinion of the British Chamber of Commerce 
in Brazil the opportunity afforded to British 
manufacturers, not only of the United Kin dom 
but of the whole Empire, is a unique one, and 
should not be lost sight of. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 
War Memorial, Stockton-on-Tees. 


Thi: is a design for the proposed war 
memorial at Stockton-on-Tees. The monument 
is placed by the church at the northern end 
of the main street, or market place, and has a 
large disused churchyard laid out as a pleasure 
garden at its rear. The material suggested is 
Portland stone, with a bronze urn at the 
summit, and bronze trophies and wreaths and 
tablet with inscription. 

The drawing was exhibited at this year’s 
Royal Academy Exhibition, and the architects 
are Messrs. Lanchester, Rickards & Lucas, of 


19, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 








New Premises for Wolseley Motors, Ltd. 


Messrs. Wolseley Motors, Ltd., are about to 
open their new showroom at Nos. 157 to 160, 
Piccadilly, and Nos. 3 and 4, Arlington-street, 
London, for the exhibition of the Wolseley 
motor-cars. The drawing here illustrated was 
exhibited in the Royal Academy this year, and 
shows the southern end of the showroom. The 
walls are of Portland stone, and the dressings 
of York stone; the floor is of marble; the 
decoration is in Japanese lacquer. The con- 
tractors are Messrs. Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts, Ltd. 

The architect is Mr. W. 
F.R.I.B.A. 


Curtis Green, 





Concrete Cottage at Amersham. 


This cottage has been erected on high, sloping 
ground, and planned to avoid excavating and 
to obtain the maximum view from the garden 
front. The ground floor contains a large sitting- 
room, with a deep verandah on the south side, 
dining-room, day nursery, hall, kitchen, pantry, 
lavatory, &e. A concrete staircase leads to the 
first floor, on which there are five bedrooms, 
night nursery, bathroom, lavatory, linen store, 

















Weodcote Park Golf Club Memorial. 
‘Mgssrs. BourcHiER, TatcuEnn & Gatswortuy, Architects. 
|The space under the wording in the centre panel is for a laurel wreath.] 


&c. The principal bedroom opens with double 
glass doors on to a large sleeping-balcony, with 
a pergola over the verandah. 

The architect is Mr. Robert Lowry, A.R.1.B.A. 





King Alfred School, Hampstead. 


These buildings were designed for the King 
Alfred School Society, to be built on the Society’s 
grounds adjoining Hampstead Heath. They 
comprise assembly and dining halls, domestic 
offices and cloak rooms, &c., on the north side 
of a quadrangle and laboratories, workshops, 
and administration offices on the south. All 
class rooms are to be specially constructed for 
open-air conditions. The materials are red 
brick and tiles. 

Mr. Charles Cowles-Voysey, A.R.I.B.A., is 
the architect. 





House at Hagley. 


This house is situated on a very good site 
of about three acres in extent, and has some 
very fine views. The planis “U” shape, the 
south projection containing garage, battery 
room, cloak rooms, chauffeur’s bedroom and 
bathroom. The north wing contains the domes- 
tic accommodation, consisting of kitchen, 


scullery, larder, servants’ staircase, three bed- 
rooms, and bathroom. The main block contains 
the hall, dining room, drawing room, breakfast 
room, servants’ hall, seven bedrooms and 
dressing rooms, and two bathrooms. 

The walls of the house are brickwork 
(cemented), and the roofs are covered with 
Delabole slates. There is a lodge at the 
entrance. 

Mr. A. T. Butler, F.R.I.B.A., of Dudley, is the 
architect. Mr. Chas. Coulson, of Dudley, was 
the contractor ; Messrs. Jones & Attwood, Ltd., 
of Stourbridge, supplied the electrical installa- 
tion; and most of the electrical fittings were 
supplied by Messrs. Verity’s, Ltd., of Birming- 
ham. 

The grounds, which contain tennis lawn, 
croquet green, lily pond and rose garden, were 
laid out by the architect. 
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Architects’ Estates. 

The late Mr. Maurice H. Pocock, of Eden- 
bridge, Kent, Past-Master of the Carpenters’ 
Company, left estate valued at £5,543. 

The late Mr. Robert Pledge Notley, F.R.1.B.A., 
of Upper Clapton, N.E., left estate valued 
at™ £6,692. 
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From the Western Architect. 


University Buildings, Colorado. 





Messrs. Day & KLAUDER, 


Archit<c. 8. 
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THE HALL. 


HOUSE. HAGLEY. Mp. A. T. BUTLER, F.R.1.B.A.. ARCHITECT. 














‘LOBLIHOYY “AUMON YH YW “NVWHSYAWY “S9VLLOD 313SNDNOD 





mt. aw aa 


wy ' ea 





























ee 





THE BUILDER, AUGUST 26, 1921. 

















THE BUILDER, AUGUST 26, 1921. 

















R.A. EXHIBITION. 
DESIGN FOR A WAR MEMORIAL, STOCKTON-ON-TEES. 
MESSRS. LANCHESTER, RICKARDS & LUCAS, ARCHITECTS. 
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INTERIOR VIEWS. 


HOUSE, HAGLEY. MR. A. T. BUTLER, F.R.1.B.A.. ARCHITECT. 
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RATING. 


A 
THE whole question of rating will shortly 
have seriously to be considered, as many 
difficulties and hardships have recently come 
to light in connection with assessments and 
the levying of rates. 
In the first place there is’the question of the 


assessment and rating of new houses and * 


reconstructed houses and houses converted 
into flats under the Rent Act, to which we drew 
attention in our issue for August 12. Here 
the law is obscure, and there is no uniformity 
in the principles applied by the local rating 
authorities. Then there is the difficult point 
raised in the case Roberts v. Poplar Assessment 
Committee, to which we drew attention 
when the case was decided in the court below 
(The Builder, May 20) and in the Court of 
Appeal (p, 259 of this is:ue), the effect of 
that decision being (as stated in the Divisional 
Court) that al! houses within the Rent Restriction 
Act have their assessment stereotyped and the 
assessment cannot be raised; neither can 
premiums paid be taken into consideration. 

This is a serious question whenso much mii ey 
has to be raised out of the rates, for it increases 
the burden which must be placed upon houses 
outside the scope of the Rent Act, whether new 
or old, and it creates a large privileged class 
both as to rent and rating. Again, there is the 
question which was really at the bottom of the 
costly litigation as regards the Poplar Borough 
Council. It is admitted that the Council i 
refusing to issue the precepts was actuated 
by a conscientious or political motive, its 
desire being to call attention to the necessity 
for equalising the rates over the whole of the 
Metropolis. This is a question bristling with 
difficulties and not to be rushed through in a 
hurry, as it goes to the root of local represen- 
tation. The councils are elected by the rate- 
payers, and the ratepayers are supposed to be 
able to effect some check on the financial pro- 
posals of the councils they elect. In many 
instances both electors and elected have reck- 
lessly embarked on extravagant policies ; 
indeed, the elected have secured their election 
by dangling tempting but costly proposals 
before the electorate who at that time failed 
to appreciate the simple fact that all such 
expenditure must eventually come out of their 
own pockets. The war has, or ought to have, 
brought home to the minds of all that expendi- 
ture incurred from whatever motive has to be 
met some day and that the bill has to be paid, 
and we hope this lesson has now been learnt 
by the ratepayers; but the lesson will have 
been learnt in vain if by a system of rate equalisa- 
tion responsibility for the sums expended is 
removed from the shoulders of those who elect 
the councils and sums can be drawn from other 
boroughs who have no voice in determining 
the local expenditure. Both councillors and 
electors would be encouraged in an extravagant 
policy if they felt the bill must eventually be 
paid, at any rate in part, by persons richer than 
themselves. 

The case of the poorer boroughs is a hard one 
and deserves serious attention, but hard cases 
make bad law, and when this question is 
approached the point we have raised above 
must be borne in mind and care taken that if 
any system of equalisation is adopted it shall 
not result in the removal of all responsibility 
from those who. vote for expenditure, or 
the state of local finances will become worse 
even than the present state—which verges 
on bankruptcy. 


— 
-—_ 


The A.A. School. 

The Architectural Association (34-35, Bed- 
ford-square, W.C.) has issued a thirty-page 
brochure dealing with the work of the A.A. 
School. Following a couple of pages of “‘ Genera 
Information,” the syllabuses of the various 
courses, illustrated by diagrams, and samples of 
the students’ work, are given. Particulars are 
also given of the A.A. Atelier, the Students’ 
Club, and the various prizes and scholarships for 
which the students are eligible. 
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York Minster (K.O.Y.L.I.) War Memorial Competition. 
Third premiated design, by Mr. CLEMENT W. JEwitT. 


[Tae first and second premiated designs in this competition, by Mr. C. F. A. Vo 
Me. T. Frank GREEN respectively, were illustrated in our issue for November 12, 
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LEGAL SECTION. 


NOTES ON CURRENT CASES. 





The Rent Act and Rating. 

The case Roberts v. Poplar Assessment 
Committee, which we noted in our issue for May 
20, has been carried to the Court of Appeal (7'he 
Times, July 27). The case related to the rating 
of a beer-house. By a lease dated February 
16, 1909, a tenancy had been granted for 21 
years to one Chamberlain at a rent of £40 per 
annum and there was a provision in this lease 
that should the tenant create a breach of 
covenant, by which the house was a tied house, 
at the option of the lessors a further rent of £80 
should become payable in lieu of forfeiture. 
This clause had never become operative. On 
the granting of this lease a sum of £850 had been 
paid by way of premium. There had been 
several assignments of the lease, but in 1919 
the residue of the lease had been assigned to 
the respondent Roberts, he paying a premium 
of £1,800. The rateable value on August 3, 1914, 
as fixed by the previous quinquennial valuation 
had been £48. The Assessment Committee now 
had assessed the gross value at £112 and the 
rateable value at £94, and a special case had been 
stated for the opinion of the court in which the 
following points were raised. 

(1) Whether the Rent Restriction Act applied 
to the beer-house; (2) whether the Rent 
Restriction Act was to be taken into account in 
arriving at the valuation of the beer-house under 
the Valuation Act, 1869; (3) whether the 
highest gross value which could be placed upon 
the beer-house was the standard rent plus the 
highest increase of rent provided for by section 
2, subs. (1) (c) and (d) of the Rent Act; (4) 
whether in calculating the gross value the 
capital sum paid on the assignment of the lease 
could be taken into account ; (5) whether the 
standard rent was £40 payable under the lease ; 
(6) whether, as on August 3, 1914, the standard 
rent of .40 was less than the rateable value, 
the rateable value was the standard rent; and 
(7) whether, in calculatin; the permitted in- 
creases, the landlord was to be taken to be 
responsible for all the repairs. 

By the special case it was provided that if 
the Court answered the first, second, or third 
questions in the negative, or the fourth question 
in the affirmative, then the assessment should 
stand. In any other event, the assessment was 
to be reduced to such sums as might be agreed 
on by the parties, but failing agreement as 
might be determined by arbitration. The 
Divisional Court had answered questions 1, 2, 
and 3 in the affirmative, and question 4 ir the 
negative; that is to say, they found that the 
Rent Act did apply, that the highest gross 
value was the standard rent plus increases, and 
that the premium was not to be taken into 
account. 

The Court of Appeal found the case one of 
extreme difficulty, but by a majority confirmed 
the Divisional Court. 

The main difficulty is as to the premiums paid, 
for otherwise the question could easily be 
resolved on the reasoning which was adopted 
by the Divisional Court and by Lord Justice 
Atkin in the Court of Appeal that to ascertain 
the rateable value the rent which a reasonable 
tenant is prepared to give must be regarded, and 
no reasonable person would give a higher rent 
than that permitted by the Rent Act. Lord 
Justice Atkin dealt with the question of the 
premium as follows: That “rent” in the 
Metropolitan Assessment Act means “ rent,” a 
un legally enforceable, and not a sum legally 
enforceable plus a voluntary gift, and still less a 
Voluntary gift which, after payment, could be 
_— red under the provisions of the Rent 
Act. 

Lord Justice Bankes equally strongly ex- 
Presse! the contrary view. He considered that 
‘Tent’ in the Assessment Act represented the 
sum of money which the hypothetical tenant 
would be prepared to pay for the right to 
*cupy the premises, and any voluntary pay- 


ment in excess of the standard rent could be 
taken into consideration in arriving at what the 
gross and rateable value of the premises should be. 

Lord Justice Scrutton really expressed no 
definite view, but based his judgment, dismissing 
the appeal, solely on the fact that the appellants 
had not satisfied him that the judgment of the 
Divisional Court was wrong, although he had 
great doubts about it. 

Thus the judgment of the Divisional Court 
stands and the Rent Act has the effect of 
stereotyping the assessments of houses within 
the Act. 

It is really the tenants and not the landlords 
who benefit under this decision, for in many 
cases under the agreement of lease the tenant 
pays the rates (that was the case under the 
lease in this case), but even if they do not, the 
Rent Act permits the landlord to increase the 
rent to meet the increase in rates, so it comes 
to the same thing. 

Quite apart from the questions raised in this 
case, we may again draw attention to the 
difficulty created by the Rent Actinthe housing 
of persons who cannot afford to buy their houses, 
but desire to rent. Lord Justice Scrutton 
incidentally referred to this point in the course 
of his judgment, saying it was notorious that 
one effect of the Rent Restriction Act has been 
that some landlords decline to let, but will only 
sell their houses, there being no statutory 
restriction on the price asked and paid. We 
have drawn attention to this point before, but 
it can hardly be too often reiterated. The Rent 
Act is rendering it impossible for persons who 
cannot buy to find houses for their occupation. 


Master’s Liability to Servant. 


The case Baker v. James, Brothers & Sons, 
Ltd. (1921, 2 K.B. 074) raised some interesting 
points as to the liability of employers in regard 
to their employees. 

The plaintiff was a commercial traveller and 
it was part of his duties to travel round in a 
motor-car supplied by his employers. The 
starting-gear was defective and he had on several 
occasions drawn the attention of the managing 
directors of the defendant company to this and 
complained of it, and on one occasion at least 
had pointed out the danger to himself from this 
defect. Knowing the defective state of the car 
the directors had instructed the plaintiff to use 
it one more week, saying they would then nave 
it seen to. The plaintiff did thus use the car 
and on the journey injured himself seriously in 
trying to start the car. 

At the trial of the action in which the plaintiff 
was suing for damages for personal injuries 
resulting from the negligence of his employers 
it was contended on behalf of the defendants 
that as the plaintiff himself knew of the defect 
he could not succeed in the action, and in support 
of this contention they relied upon a case 
decided in 1884—Griffiths v. The London and 
St. Catherine’s Docks Co. (13 Q.B. 259)—the 
headnote to which case in the Law Reports is 
as follows:—‘“‘In an action of negligence 
brought by a servant against his master for 
personal injury resulting from the unsafe state 
of the premises upon which the servant was 
employed the statement of claim must allege 
not only that the master knew but that the 
servant was ignorant of the danger.” That is 
to say, proof must be given that the master 
knew of the danger but that the servant was 
ignorant of the risk. 

As regards the knowledge of the master, the 
learned judge pointed out that negligence on 
the part of the master may be proved by showing 
not only that he knew of the defect and failed 
to remedy it, but that he ought to have known 
of it but negligently failed to acquire knowledge , 
and he relied for this proposition on several 
cases amongst which were Webb v. Rennie (1865, 
4 F. and F. 608), where an employer was held 
liable because he failed to have a defective 


scaffold pole tested, and Murphy v. Phillips 
(1876 35 L.T. 477), where the employer had 
neglected to have a defective chain periodically 
inspected. 

This side of the question did not, however, 
arise in the case we are now considering because 
it was clearly proved that the defendants had 
absolute knowledge of the defect, and therefore 
the real issue was, Did the plaintiff’s knowledge 
debar him from recovering in the action? 

The learned judge pointed out that in the case 
Smith v. Baker (1891 A.C. 325) it had been held 
by the House of Lords that mere knowledge of 
a danger or defect was not sufficient to show 
that a servant had voluntarily undertaken and 
contracted to accept the risk for himself, 
although it was evidence that m g it lead to such 
a conclusion. Lord Herschell in that case put 
the point thus: “If, then, the employer thus 
fails in his duty towards the employed, I do 
not think that because the latter does not 
straightway refuse to continue his service it is 
true to say that he is willing his employer should 
thus act towards him. I believe it would be 
contrary to fact to assert that he either invited 
or assented to the act or default which he com- 
plains of as a wrong.” 

As the Court pointed out, the maxim of law 
which rules these cases is “ Volenti non fit 
injuria,” not “ Scienti non fit injuria.” 

The Court held that the decision in Griffiths 
v. London and St. Catherine’s Dock: Co. was no 
longer consistent with other decisions and could 
no longer be taken as expressing the law, and 
that the plaintiff in the case under consideration 
had never undertaken or consented to take upon 
himself the risks of the defective car, and that 
the defendants were liable for negligence, the 
default of two managing directors (also directors 
and principal shareholders in the Company), 
being personal default on the part of the 
defendant company according to Lennard 
Carrying Co. v. Asiatic Petroleum Company 
(1915 A.C. 705). 

We may quote the extract cited with approval 
by the judge in this case from Sir John 
Salmond’s book on Torts, as it sums up the 
matter aptly—‘* Knowledge of the danger even 
if it does not prove an agreement to take the risk 
within the rule in Smith v. Baker, may never- 
theless be a bar to the plaintiff’s action for two 
reasons: (a) It may negative the existence of 
any negligence on the part of the defendant in 
causing that danger; (b) it may establish the 
existence of contributory negligence on the part 
of the plaintiff.” 

We think it may be said that apart from the 
ordinary risks incident to the trade or occupation 
the Courts nowadays will hardly find that an 
employee has deliberately undertaken to run 
a risk which ordinary care could avoid, and that 
in all these cases the knowledge of the plaintiff 
has only a bearing upon the question as to 
whether he has been guilty of contributory 
negligence or not. 


Building Society’s Contract : Specific Performance 

The recent case, Sun Permanent Building 
Society v. Western Suburban and Harrow-road 
Permanent Building Society (1921, 2 Ch. 83), 
raised some points of importance to the directors 
of building societies. It was an action by, the 
plaintiff society against the defendant society 
for specific performance of a contract entered 
into in the following circumstances. 

Both societies were registered under the 
Building Societies Act, 1874. The plaintiff 
society had gone into voluntary liquidation 
in March, 1919, and Mr. Durnford, the chairman 
of the directors of the defendant society, had 
been approached by the secretary of the plaintiff 
society as to the purchase by the defendant 
society of the mortgage securities of the plaintiff 
society. Mr. Durnford, having obtained parti- 
culars, brought the matter before hig co- 
directors as a transaction which it would be 
suitable for the society to undertake, and he 
was authorised to enter into negotiations and 
also eventually to enter into the contract to 
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purchase the thirty-seven mortgages which 
were the subject matter of this action for specific 
performance. Mr. Durnford had considered 
that this purchase would be a means of increasing 
the membership of the defendant society, an 
idea which it was admitted at the trial was 
erroneous, but there was no evidence that this 
erroneous opinion had been communicated 
to the co-directors as a reason for making the 
purchase, nor had he discovered that his idea 
was erroneous until after the contract was made. 

After full inquiries, and in accordance with a 
resolution passed at a board meeting, the 
contract was entered into to purchase the 
thirty-seven mortgages of the plaintiff society 
for £6,400 12s. ld. Up to the date of the 
contract the defendants had been acting without 
legal advice: but they were then advised that it 
was doubtful whether the liquidators had any 
power to sell the mortgage securities without 
a supervision order, and it was also suggested 
the concurrence of all the mortgagors would be 
necessary. The plaintiff society declined to 
comply with these requirements and instituted 
the action for specific performance. 

After the pleadings were delivered a special 
case was stated for the opinion of the Court 
on three points (1) whether the contract was 
ultra vires the defendant society, and if so 
whether it could be enforced; (2) whether 
the liquidators had power under the Building 
Societies Act and Rules to sell and transfer the 
mortgages without a supervision order under the 
Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908, and (3) 
whether the plaintiff society could transfer 
the mortgages without the concurrence of the 
mortgag rs. All these questions had been 
decided in favour of the plaintiff society (see 
1920, 2 Ch. 144). The points raised in the 
present action were various, but the main 
contention amounted to this That as the society 
had not sufficient funds as surplus funds to 
carry through the transaction (a fact known 
to the plaintiff society through their agent, the 
auditor of the defendant society), to grant a 
decree of specific performance would be to 
compel the diretters to commit a breach of 
trust, a course never adopted by the Courts. 

It may here be said there never was any 
question that the directors had acted in any 
way contrary t + bona fides. Until the legal diffi- 
culties were suggested by their legal advisers 
they had considered the transaction as a matter 
of business which they honestly thought would 
be beneficial to the society. 

The Court held that it is no answer to an 
action for specific performance of a contract 
made by a building society acting within its 
statutory powers to say that the contract is one 
which is detrimental to the interests of the 
members, or one which if it had been entered 
into by a trustee of a will or settlement would 
not have been enforced. There was no evidence 
here that the contract would be unprofitable 
or prejudicial to the interests of the members, 
and even if it involved some breach of duty 
there was no evidence of such a gross breach 
of duty as would bring the case within the 
principle on which even against ordinary 
trustees a contract would not be subject to a 
decree of specific performance. 

The real reason the defendant society were 
anxious to avoid the contract was that after 
receiving legal advice they were afraid that 
if the contract should prove unprofitable they 
might be held liable for breach of trust, and 
also, that owing to the form of the mortgages 
there might be difficulty in enforcing payments 
of fines against any mortgagors who might be 
in arrears. 

The case therefore affords an example of the 
danger of acting without legal advice in matters 
of complication, but it must not be taken as 
showing that the directors of building societies 
can be less careful than ordinary trustees. 
There are dicta in the judgment which show 
that they are not so fettered by the rules 
as are ordinary trustees as to the nature of the 
securities they invest in, but it must not be 
taken that any laxity of conduct is countenanced 
by this case, which simply turns on the grounds 
for enforcing a contract by decree for specific 
performance. 


4, 
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Increase of Rent Act: Furnished Business 
Premises. 


In the case of Necchi v. Cranchi(The Times, 
July 22) the point was raised whether the 
Increase of Rent Act applied to bzusiness 
premises let with some furniture. The plaintiff 
had let to the defendant the grouad-floor shop 
and basement in premises in Wardour-street 
on @ yearly tenancy from May 3, 1917, at a rent 
which included articles, such as marble top 
tables, chairs, mirrors, jugs, &c., for use in the 
defendant’s business as a confectioner. The 
plaintiff had given the defendant notice to quit 
expiring on May 3, 1921, but the defendant 
refused to quit and relied upon the Rent Act. 

Section 12 subs. 2), which defines to whic 
dwelling-houses the Act is to apply, in the first 
proviso enacts: ‘‘ Provided that this Act shall 
not, save as otherwise expressly provided, apply 
to a dwelling-house bona fide let at a rent which 
includes payments in respect of board, atten- 
dance, or use of furniture.’ Section 13 subs. (1) 
enacts: ‘‘ This Act shall apply to any premises 
used for business, trade, or professional purposes 
- +» « « 8 it applies to a dwelling-house, 
and as though references to ‘ dwelling-house,’ 
‘house,’ and ‘dwelling’ included references 
to any such premises.” The Court of Appeal, 
affirming the court below, held that as the 
rent of these business premises included the 
use of furniture the Rent Act did not apply, 
and an order for possession should be made. 


Increase of Rent: Notice to Quit. 

In our issue for July 30, 1920, we referred to 
a case, Hartell v. Blackler (1920, 2 K.B. 161) in 
which it was held that a receipt of rent after a 
notice to quit was a waiver of the notice. This 
case was, however, not followed in the case 
Davies v. Bristowe (1920, 3 K.B. 428), a. case 
where a ténant was holding over under the 
Increase of Rent Act, as it was held that under 
that Act the landlord has no alternative but 
to accept the rent and cannot sue the statutory 
tenant for mesne profits as a trespasser. These 
were both decisions of Divisional Courts. The 
point has again come before the Courts in the 
recent case, Town Properties Development 
Company, Ltd., v. Winter and Another (The 
Times, July 30). There by a tenancy created 
in 1916 by the plaintiff's predecessor in title 
the defendants had become tenants of certain 
business premises for one year at a rent of £85 
per annum, inclusive of rates and_ taxes. 
The plaintiffs had given the defendants due 
notice to quit the premises at the expiration of 
the current year, viz., to leave on December 25, 
1920, but defendants continued in possession 
until the Rent Act ceased to apply to business 
premises on June 24, 1921. The plaintiffs had, 
however, accepted two quarters’ rent after the 
expiration of the notice. It was stated that 
all other tenants had vacated the premises, 
and the presence of the defendants prevented 
the plaintiffs from either letting the premises 
at a whole or selling them. 

For the defendants it was contended that a 
waiver of the notice had been occasioned by the 
acceptance of rent, but the Court (Mr. Justice 
Avory) followed the judgment in Davies v. 
Bristowe, holding there had been no waiver and 
that the plaintifis were entitled to possession, 
but on a counter-claim, which raised the point 
that as regards the rent it had been increased 
contrary to the provisions of the Act, he gave 
judgment for the defendants, allowing them to 
set off such amounts as had been paid in excess 
of the standard rent. One or two observations 
may be made in connection with the above 
points : Firstly, as to the question of waiver, as 
we pointed out in our article of July 30, 1920, 
on the case Hartell v. Blackler there is some 
doubt as to the law of waiver by receipt of rent 
in ordinary cases between landlord and tenant ; 
but the Rent Act has introduced abnormal 
conditions and the decision in Davies v. b istowe 
applies to those conditions, #.e., to cases under 
the Rent Act, and does not necessarily apply in 
cases where the ordinary relationship of landlord 
and tenant, apart from this Statute, is under 
consideration. 

Then there is a further question, which, so 
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far as the case is reported, does not appear to 
have been raised in this case before Mr. Justice 
Avory. Since the decision in Hartell v. Blackler, 
the Act has specifically dealt with this question 
of receiving rent after notice, for section 1p 
subsection (3) provides : ‘‘ Where the landlord 
of any dwelling house to which this Act applies 
has served a notice to quit on a tenant, the 
acceptance of rent by the landlord for a period 
not exceeding three months from the expiration 
of the notice to quit shall not be deemed to 
prejudice any right to possession of such 
premises.” 

We are not aware that the question has yet 
been raised before any Court, but it would 
appear very possible that now that the Statute 
has dealt with this question specifically and 
fixed a time limit within which rent may be 
received without waiver, this may be held to 
over-ride the principles prescribed by the 
common law. If this should prove to be the 
cas the subsection -will rather have increased 
than lessened the difficulties landlords are 
placed in by the Act, difficulties from which the 
decision in Davies v. Bristowe had relieved them 


The Rent Act and Housing. 

In the course of a recent case relating to 
rating, Lord Justice Scrutton in his judgment 
said it was notorious that one effect of the 
Rent Restriction Act was that some landlords 
would not let their houses but would only sell 
them, because there was no statutory restriction 
on the price asked and paid. Anyone who will 
glance down the columns of any paper devoted 
to advertising house property will see the truth 
of this observation, as rarely is any property 
advertised to be let on lease. 

This result of the Rent Act is operating 
very hardly on a class of persons who cannot 
buy a house but are in a position to rent one. 
Many persons who can pay a good rent cannot 
raise capital to buy, and all such persons are 
finding themselves unable to obtain a house 
for their own occupation. They will not be 
able to do so until the Rent Restriction Act 
expires, and a very large class is being prevented 
from finding homes from this cause. Probably 
most people who are in a position to purclase 
a house have already done so, and thus the 
Act is operating to the disadvantage of both 
house owners and persons desirous of renting 
houses. The market for sale is restricted, 
and the demand for houses on lease is not being 
supplied. It seems almost useless to call 
attention to the evil effects this one-sided 
legislation is producing, but the hardship we 
denote above is a very real one and is felt keenly. 
The extension of the legislation to houses of 
considerable rentals and rateable value has had 
some very unexpected results and has caused 
considerable litigation, and, we think, must be 
admitted to have been a serious blunder. 





Cambrian Archeological Association. 

On Wednesday last week the Cambrian 
Archeological Association visited Hawarden. 
They were met at the church by Mr. W. Bell- 
Jones, who gave an account of the history of 
the church and benefice, and indicated the 
chief points of interest. Special attention was 
given to the church plate, among which was 
exhibited a ten dated 1500, the two 
Broughton chalices (1638), the St. John’s 
chalice (1637), a sick communion chalice (1726) 
and paten (1635), as well as the Parish Church 
Service (1836), and the Armenian chalice. A 
point of interest was the altar tomb of Sir 
Stephen Glynne, who was one of the founders 
and first president of the Cambrian Archeo- 
logical Society. The party next visited the 
‘astle, which is undergoing careful repair. 
Leaving Hawarden, the party were conveyed 
to Northop, where the Rev. T. H. Vaughan 
welcomed them and conducted them over 
the church, where the registers date from 1590. 
After seeing the church, the party were enter- 
tained to tea by Lord Justice and Lady Bankes. 
On the return to Ruthin a pause was made at 
Penbedw Park, where the Rev. Ellis Davies, 
vicar of Whitford, conducted the party to the 
stone circle in the grounds. 
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Presbyterian Church of England, Carlisle. 
Mr. T. Taytor Scott, F.R.I.B.A., Architect. 


[This illustration gives a partial view of the interior 
of the Presbyterian Church recently erected in Fisher- 
street, Carlisle, under the shadow of the Castle 
near the centre of the city. The church has 
seating accommodation for 760. The front is flanked 
on each side by towers containing the stone staircases 
leading to the galleries, each having a separate 
entrance from the outside and communicating also 
with the large central vestibule and external doorway, 
as well as ground floor aisle doorways. The front 
is mainly built with white dressed Northumberland 
stone, the central feature being a doorway flanked 
on either side by ornamental pilasters finished 





with carved lions rampant, with shield fronts, 
above which are the main ornamental window with 
stained glass and a circular sexfoil window to 
relieve the apex of the gable. The two towers 
are terminated by high pitched roofs covered 
with green slates and screened by battlemented 
parapets. The roof is constructed in three sections, 
the main portion having a clerestory arrangement of 
lighting to compensate somewhat for the deficient 
side wall lighting created through the surrounding 
high buildings, and the whole assists in the acoustic 
properties. The pulpit is of oak and the remainder 
of the woodwork ‘selected pitch pine.) 
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND HOUSING SCHEMES. 





Tu National Housing and Town-Planning 
Council has issued a memorandum dealing with 
the position of local authorities in view of the 
decision of the Government to limit the housing 
schemes for the present to the 200,000 or so 
houses already built or contracted for. 

Section 1 sets out the reasons which led up 
to the present position, and expresses the hope 
that the original housing programme, as defined 
in the Housing, Town-Planning, &c., Act, 1919, 
will be proceeded with in due course. 

Section 2 deals with the circular issued 
last month by the Ministry of Health (The 
Builder, July 29) containing instructions for the 
guidance of local authorities. From the com- 
ments of the memorandum on this circular we 
take the following :— 


Sires ALREADY Securen.—“ In view of the 
declarations made by the Prime Minister and the 
Secretary for Scotland—to the effect that the 
Government is only calling a halt—it is difficult 
to understand why there should be any reference 
to the disposal of land. There are some cases 
in which, since the war, local populations have 
undergone modifications as a result of the dis- 
appearance of factories brought into existence 
for war purposes. But such cases are clearly 
abnormal. They represent much less than five 
per cent. of the housing areas of the country. 
For this reason it is deeply to be regretted that 
the issue of the disposal of land should be raised 
in terms which local authorities will generally 
regard as both disquieting and discouraging. 
Special attention should, however, be given to 
the words ‘It is not suggested that immediate 
steps should be taken to dispose of land already 
purchased which is not likely to be required for 
housing purposes in the near future.’ If the 
Ministry of Health had called on local authorities 
to dispose of land, an issue of a difficult kind 
would have arisen under the Financial Regula- 
tions. But in view of the disclaimer—in the 
words ‘it is not suggested’—as to the bringing of 
pressure to bear on local authorities to dispose 
of sites, housing committees need have no 
anxiety on grounds of financial responsibility. 
Their position is fully safeguarded by the fact 
that under the Financia] Regulations (December, 
1919) it is clearly provided that when the 
consent of the Ministry of Heaith has been 
given to the purchase of land for housing schemes 
the annual charges relative thereto will come 
under the provision of the penny rate. The 
reference to taking ‘full advantage of any 
possibilities of obtaining income’ is clearly a 
reference to the letting of sites for agricultural 
purposes. In most cases, however, local 
authorities have not actually taken possession of 
land until building operations were about to 
commence, and this instruction may therefore 
be regarded as already obeyed.” 

Lay-ouTS AND CONSTRUCTION OF HovUsES.— 
‘Plans of lay-outs and!standards of construction 
and design for houses not included in existing 
contracts should be regarded as suspended 
and not cancelled. Wherever practicable hous- 
ing staffs should be kept in being pending the 
resumption of full activity, in accordance with 
the decision announced by the Prime Minister. 
Existing contracts should be adhered to, except 
in cases where in the interest of the public weal 
a clear case can be demonstrated for breaking 
them. No reference is made in the circular 
to the abandonment or cancellation of plans 
of lay-out and designs for houses. But a number 
of recommendations have been made in the 
report of the Parliamentary Committee presided 
over by Mr. Stanley Holmes, M.P., and these 
will need to be considered by housing committees 
with great care, and local authorities are urged 
to hold fast to their existing plans of lay-out, 
and standards of construction and design.” 

Hovsrine Starrs.— The following reference 
is made in the circular to the staffs provided 
for housing purposes:—‘Local authorities should 
take an early opportunity of reviewing the staffs 
provided for housing purposes.’ In the equip- 
ment of these staffs housing committees have 
taken advantage of the opportunity given 


to them to provide work of first-rate national 
importance for men who have served their 
country and deserve well of it. Members 
of housing committees with business experience 
need not be urged to realise that the keeping 
together of an efficient staff during a period of 
‘marking time’ is in the best sense a step of 
wise economy. The additional fact that un- 
merited suffering will be visited upon useful 
public servants, at a time when other employ- 
ment is difficult to get, will also encourage 
housing committees to do all within their power 
to avoid the drastic cutting down of their staffs. 
The consideration of this question is rendered 
especially difficult by the fact that no idea 
has been given by the Government as to the 
date when the period of halting will terminate. 
Assuming, however, that the signing of contracts 
will be actively resumed when the greater part 
of the number of houses for which commit- 
ments are already made are actually built, 
inquiries made show that, speaking in general 
terms, these commitments will be worked off 
by the summer of 1922.” 

Existine Contracts.—“ Several local author- 
ities have been perplexed by the pressure 
brought to bear upon them to break existing 
contracts. There are to be found cases in 
which contractors who undertook to carry out 
work in accordance with contracts, signed at 
top prices during the industrial building boom 
period, have as yet hardly commenced to fulfil 
their obligations. There are also cases in 
which, on various other grounds, the breaking 
of a contract is clearly equitable and in the 
public interest. But on the general issue the 
overwhelming opinion amongst the members 
of housing committees is that existing contracts 
should be adhered to. There can be no doubt 
that business men generally will approve 
the maintenance of this point of view.” 

New TEnpErRS.—‘‘ In those cases in which, 
for various reasons, local authorities have been 
delayed in starting work on their schemes, 
and in those cases in which a local crisis of 
unemployment in the building trade may 
otherwise arise, endeavours should be made, 
with the aid of local members of Parliament, 
to secure the passing of tenders and the signing 
of new contracts. In pressing for special 
consideration, rural local authorities will have 
the warm support of urban local authorities. 
Rural local authorities may take encourage- 
ment from the following reference to their 
case included in the circular letter: ‘ Approval 
will generally be given to a smal! number at a 
time, and substantial reductions on past prices 
will be required.’ It has been urged that local 
employment should be met by migration 
from areas in which work is slack to districts 
in which it is plentiful ; but in some districts, 
and more especially in country towns and 
rural villages, the transference of labour is not 
as readily secured as might be imagined. It 
should, moreover, be borne in mind that prices 
for building in rural areas are less subject to 
fluctuations than in urban areas. When prices 
for building were very high in urban areas they 
were much more reasonable in rural areas. 
Throughout the industrial building boom period 
contracts at less than £700 a cottage were 
signed in country towns in East Anglia. For 
this and other reasons it is desirable that 
local authorities should watch conditions as 
to local unemployment in the building trade 
and not hesitate to press for the acceptance 
of new tenders when local unemployment can 
thus be lessened and work carried into effect 
at reasonable prices. Concerning the date at 
which it may be possible to secure the signing 
of new tenders, it is clearly impossible at this 
stage to make any useful predictions, but 
in pursuance of the policy of calling a halt in 
order to secure a deflation in building prices, 
the Ministry of Health will show a great reluc- 
tance in regard to the signing of new 
tenders.” 

REGIONAL CoMMISSIONERS.—“ The anxiety of 
housing committees has been increased by the 
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news that the staffs of the Regional Commic- 
sioners are to be cut down and the number of 
Regional Districts reduced. Some local authori- 
ties regard this as the first step in dismantling 
machinery which has been carefully built up 
throughout a period of unexampled housing 
activity. It is understood the primary reasoy 
for the reductions of the Regional Staffs which 
are now taking place is to be found in the ent 
of 20 per cent. in staff expenditures imposed hv 
the Treasury on all Government departments. 
The work done by the staffs of the Regional 
Commissioners has fully justified the important 
step in decentralisation taken by their estah- 
lishment.” 

Section ITT, dealing with the organisation, on 
non-party lines, of “a national campaign to 
secure steadiness of purpose and vigour of 
administration in the fulfilment of an adequate 
national housing and town planning policy,” 
states that “‘ the Council considers that no time 
must be lost in pressing forward with the 
organisation of a great national housing and 
town-planning campaign, and in the next few 
months the General Committee of the National 
Council will plan in close detail the main lines 
to be followed in this campaign. A _ special 
endeavour will be made to bring home the vital 
truth that, however much it may cost to sweep 
away bad housing conditions, it will cost much 
more to leave them alone. A demand must be 
made for the preparation of a comprehensive 
‘long run’ housing policy.” 


a ae 
a 





Land for Housing. 


Sir A. Mond (Minister of Health), in reply to 
a question in the House of Commons last week, 
said local authorities had acquired 27,000 acres 
of land at a cost of £4,800,000 for housing 


purposes. 
Housing in St. Marylebone. 


In his report to the St. Marylebone Borough 
Council for the year 1920, Dr. Charles Potter 
(Medical Officer of Health) states that in the 
parts of the borough occupied by the working 
classes the bulk of the houses are of the tenement 
class and originally constructed to accommodate 
one family only. They have been sub-divided 
and are let out in tenements of one, two, three, 
and, more rarely, four rooms, no particular 
attempt having been made to fit the separate 
tenements for occupation. by a family. As a 
result most of the conveniences—water closets, 
&c.—have to be used in common, and suffer not 
only as a result of over-use but from misuse 
and neglect. The houses themselves are also to 
a large extent misused by the tenants and are 
neglected by the landlords or owners, who in a 
majority of instances are holders of leases which 
are rapidly falling in. For the reason that land 
is and always has been very expensive, the 
houses in the tenement house areas—in Lisson- 
grove, in the east end behind Tottenham Court- 
road and Oxford-street, and in parts of St. 
John’s Wood—have been constructed mainly 
with a view to economising space. There 1s 
marked overcrowding on space and congestion, 
basements are common, yards are small, and, 
small as they are, have frequently been req uired 
to accommodate outbuildings, water-closets, 
washhouses, &c., or additional apartments in 
the shape of small cottages or back additions. 
The defects found to exist arise mainly because 
of the limitation of space and because the space 
available is overbuilt. Because of lack of space 
water-closets improperly placed and_ inade- 
quately lighted and ventilated are not infre- 
quently found; and because of _overbuilding 
rooms used for living or sleeping purposes 
deprived of light and air by back additions are 
not uncommon. As matters now stand, within 
the boundaries there is no space upon which to 
erect houses to accommodate the working 
classes. Before houses can be erected houses 
will have to be demolished, and there is probably 
no site in the borough which, if once cleared, 
even if entirely used for housing purposes, could 
provide accommodation for all the persons 
dishoused. 
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HOUSING AND TOWN-PLANNING NOTES. 





THE SOUTH WALES REGIONAL SURYEY. 

THE South Wales Regional Survey Committee 
was appointed by the Minister of Health in 
February, 1920, to inquire into and report upon 
the special circumstances affecting the distri- 
bution and location of the houses to be erected 
with State-aid in the region of the coalfields of 
South Wales, and to make recommendations 
thereon, and an abridgment of the full report 
has been now issued (“ Report of the South 
Wales Regional Survey Committee.” London : 
H.M. Stationery Office, price 3s. 6d. net). 

Sir William Seager, M.P., was Chairman of the 
Committee, and the other members were Pro- 
fessor Patrick Abercrombie, A.R.I.B.A.; Mr. 
Isaac Edwards, F.A.I. (Merthyr); Mr. W. T. 
Griffiths, F.S.I. (Mineral Valuer for South 
Wales, Land Valuation Department, Board of 
Inland Revenue); Mr. D. M. Jenkins (Borough 
Engineer of Neath); Alderman William Jenkins 
(Chairman, Glamorgan County Council); Mr. 
T. Alwyn Lloyd, F.R.1.B.A.; Mr. G. L. Pepler 
(Ministry of Health); Mr. E. H. Swain (Area 
Transport Commissioner for Wales, Ministry of 
Transport); Mr. Arthur Ll. Thomas (Housing 
Commissioner for Wales and Monmouthshire) ; 
and Mr. Edgar L. Chappell (Ministry of Health), 
Secretary. 

Oral evidence was heard from eighty-four 
witnesses, including representatives of the chief 
industrial concerns, trade union organisations 
and local authorities, and numbers of written 
statements were obtained from various sources. 
The Committee was unanimous in its conclusions, 
wh'ch are as follows :— 

Housine IN THE VALLEYS.—The mining in- 
dustry, in which probably one-third of the male 
population of South Wales is employed, is con- 
centrated in valleys, which are in themselves 
unfitted for housing purposes owing to the 
scarcity of suitable housing sites. Several factors 
tend to high prices for the land, to high cost of 
building and development, to the crowding of 
houses together and to the impossibility of 
obtaining land for recreation purposes. These 
are mainly the narrowness of the valleys, the 
steepness of the hill sides, the extent of land 
taken up for colliery works, railways, canals and 
roads, and the liability to subsidence. Wherever 
aggregations of houses are situated in the valleys 
they are necessarily in close proximity to col- 
lieries and colliery works, with the disadvantages 
of the coal-dust and smoke nuisance, and the 
pollution of the rivers. On the other hand, the 
hill-top areas are also unsuitable for housing 
purposes owing to difficulty of access, bleakness 
of situation, poverty of soil, liability to subsi- 
dence, and absence of water supplies. The 
Committee is of opinion that depressing sur- 
roundings and sameness of occupation have a 
mirked effect in causing discontent and 
uarest. 

GroupEp Hovustne Areas.—In view of these 
considerations the Committee recommends the 
housing of miners outside the valleys and off the 
coal measures, and suggests fifteen localities as 
centres for grouped housing schemes to serve 
particular valleys or groups of valleys. Practi- 
cally all the centres suggested are in the vicinity 
of railway junctions and are served by more 
than one line of railway, thus facilitating the 
improvement of workmen’s train services. In 
most cases, also, the water supply, sewerage, 
and other services are already available or can 
be provided without much difficulty. It is, 
therefore, claimed that the cost of development 
on these lines would be very much less than 
Where building activities are distributed over a 
large number of sites, and that new townships 
could thus be planned and built on the best 
possible lines with adequate provision for social 
‘nstitutions and transport and other services. 

Dormitory Towns.—Each of these settle- 
ments should partake of the nature of a dormi- 
tory town, it should be built away from the 
industrial centres, it should be almost purely 
residential in character, the residents should 
belong to different industries, and the size of the 
town should be definitely limited by a per- 


manent agricultural belt within its own boun- 
daries. The Committee recommends the estab- 
lishment as an object lesson of two complete 
dormitory towns, one near Llantrisant station 
for a population of about 30,000 and the other 
by the replanning or remodelling of Bridgend 
and its expansion into a dormitory town about 
four times its present size. This can only be 
done satisfactorily by the Government (though 
with the association of the residents in the 
management of the scheme from its earliest 
stages), and the Committee urges that at any 
rate the Llantrisant scheme be immediately 
taken in hand. The Committee also recom- 
mends the development of Porthcawl as the 
principal “health” town for the region, and 
makes many suggestions as to the improvement 
of local amenities. 

Jornt Town-PLANNING CoMMITTEES.—Apart 
from the creation by the Government of these 
two dormitory towns, it is suggested that it 
would be desirable to form four Joint Town- 
Planning Committees, on which all the local 
authorities in the region would be represented. 
The duties of each of these Committees would 
consist in the preparation of an outline plan for 
its area, such plan to be incorporated subse- 
quently in the town-planning schemes of each 
of the local authorities. In addition, the Com- 
mittee recommends the establishment of a 
Regional Town-Planning Board, to supervise 
the work of the various joint town-planning 
committees and to prepare a regional develop- 
ment plan. 

LocaL GOVERNMENT CoMmPLIcATIONS.—The 
Committee recommends that action be taken by 
the Ministry of Health to bring about a systema- 
tic redistribution of local authority areas in 
South Wales, and that a Boundary Commission 
be appointed at the earliest possible date to make 
recommendations both for the readjustment of 
boundaries and for the setting up of a Regional 
Council, somewhat on the lines of the London 
County Council. This body would absorb the 
Regional Town-Planning Board and remove 
financial difficulties which at present stand in the 
way of comprehensive schemes; it would ad- 
minister over the whole region such matters as 
town-planning, housing, education, traffic con- 
trol, poor relief, hospitals, main drainage, bulk 
water supply, construction and improvement of 
main roads and bridges, and police. The re- 
arranged local authorities would have certain 
functions in connection with those services 
delegated to them, and in addition would attend 
to such matters as the construction and main- 
tenance of local roads, street cleaning and 
lighting, removal and disposal of house refuse, 
local drainage, baths and wash-houses, libraries, 
Food and Drugs Acts, sanitary inspection, local 
recreation grounds, markets, &c. 


HOUSING AND UNEMPLOYMENT. 


Own the motion for the third reading of the 
Consolidated Fund Bill, in the House of 
Commons last week, Mr. J. H. Thomas raised 
the question of the Government’s policy with 
regard to housing and unemployment. The 
Labour Party, he said, believed that the Govern- 
ment’s policy in regard to housing could not 
be dissociated from the problem of unemploy- 
ment. The Government had indicated that its 
change of policy in housing was due to the 
shortage of labour in the building trades, but 
this contention was disproved by the figures 
given recently by the Minister of Labour 
showing the numbers of bricklayers, brick- 
layers’ labourers, carpenters and joiners, and 
plasterers who were at present unemployed. 
The building trade unions’ attitude with regard 
to dilution was due to the fear that it would 
lead to more of their members being unemployed, 
and this belief was justified by the figures he 
had referred to. He therefore drew the con- 
clusion that the Government’s change of housing 
policy had nothing whatever to do with the 
shortage of labour in the building trades. All 
who were connected with the building trade 
were agreed that to the unnecessary interference 


and restrictions of the Ministry of Health, and 
to its attempt to concentrate the whole of the 
business in Whitehall, were due the failure of 
the housing policy and the present chaotic 
condition of the problem. 

Sir A. Mond (Minister of Health) said the 
change in the housing policy of the Government 
was due solely to the financial situation—notably 
the very large expense involved in the schemes 
as they were being carried out. There might 
be enough building labour throughout the 
country as a whole to carry out housing schemes, 
and yet there might be localities where workmen 
in the industry were unemployed. The Ministry 

‘had aimed to complete, by August 1, 137,247 
houses. Of these, work had been done on 
76,000, and there were 60,000 on which no 
work had been done. During the past four 
months houses had been completed at the rate 
of 7,500 per month, which was equal to 90,000 
per annum. From 1905 to 1914, only about 
an average of 63,000 working-class houses were 
built in a year ; and there were many more men 
employed than to-day. So far as the Ministry 
secured the co-operation of the local authorities, 
it was pressing forward chiefly where there was 
most overcrowding. One difficulty was that 
though men in certain branches of the building 
trade might be unemployed here and there 
they were not available at the places where they 
were wanted; and that hindered the employ- 
ment of men of other branches of the trade. 
For instance, according to the unemployment 
register there were 300 plasterers out of work 
in England and Wales. Yet 1,300 plasterers 
were wanted to-day. There were numbers of 
houses ready for plastering, but the plasterers 
could not be got, with the result that carpenters 
and painters were held up. The ultimate 
solution of the housing question was the pro- 
vision of houses at a price at which an econo- 
mical rent could be paid for them. They could 
not indefinitely subsidise housing schemes. 
Local authorities had a tendency to place their 
standard demand of houses beyond what was 
necessary. The whole scheme was started on 
too ambitious a scale. The Ministry got out 
a scheme for working men’s flats. Under it 
five-room flats could be built at a cost of £500 
each, but it was “‘ turned down” by the Cam- 
berwell Council, who said they would not have 
working men living in these flats and that they 
wanted cottages, although the flats could have 
been let at rents more commensurable with 
what the people could pay. 


The Director-General of Housing. 


Sir Charles Ruthen, the Director-General of 
Housing, has commenced an official inspection 
of housing schemes in a number of the principal 
industrial centres. This week he has visited 
Birmingham and Manchester, and the following 
future visits have been arranged :—Liverpool, 
August 27; Gateshead, Newcastle, South 
Shields, and Tyneside areas, August 29, 30 and 
31; Sunderland, September 2; Leeds and 
Sheffield, September 3; Nottingham, Sep- 
tember 5. 

Housing of Crofters. 


Arising out of the discussion on the Committee 
Stige of the Housing (Scotland) No. 2 Bill, 
which was recently passed by Parliament, it 
has been decided that the benefits of joint 
subsidy and loan under the Housing (Financial 
Assistance to Crofters) Schemg, 1921, will now 
be available to new holders who, instead of 
proceeding with the aid of aloan on their houses 
from the Board of Agriculture for Scotland at 
1} per cent. interest repayable in 80 years at 
2 per cent. per annum (which includes interest 
and capital), will accept a loan on their houses 
at a rate of 3} per cent. per annum interest repay- 
able in 50 years at an annual rate of 4 per cent. 
(which includes interest and capital). New 
holders who propose to take advantage of this 
extension of the scheme are, however, reminded 
that applications in writing must be lodged 
before September 1, 1921, with the Scottish 
Board of Health, 12la, Princes-street, Edin- 
burgh, or the Board of Agriculture for Scotland, 
29, St. Andrew-square, Edinburgh. 
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THE BUILDING TRADE. 


THE COST OF BUILDING WORKING-CLASS DWELLINGS. 


REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE. 


Tue report of the Departmental Committee 
appointed by the Minister of Health in February 
last to consider, inquire and report as to the 
reasons tor the high cost of building working- 
class dwellings and to make recommendations 
as to any practicable measures for reducing the 
cost, has now been published (London: H.M. 
Stationery Office, price 1s. net), and comprises 
some seventy pages, illustrated with diagrams. 
The Committee consisted of Mr. J. Stanley 
Holmes, M.P. (Chairman ; Sir Thomas Robinson, 
M.P.; Col. J. Ward, M.P.; Sir James Car- 
michael, K.B.E.; Mr. Thomas Barron; Mr. 
A. G. Cross, F.S.1.; Mr. F. J. Gayer, F.I.O.B. ; 
Mr. James Gibson, F.R.1.B.A. ; Mr. M. Webster 
Jenkinson, F.C.A.; Mr. William H. Nicholls, 
F.1.0.B.; Mr. E. H. Selby, F.S.I.; Mr. J. 
Walker Smith, F.S.I.; and Mr. S. Stranks. 
Mr. 'T. H. Sheepshanks, of the Ministry of 
Health, acted as secretary. 

The report is divided into eight parts, as 
follows: 1I—Policy of Government Financial 
Aid to Local Authorities ; Il—Acquisition of 
Land and Lay-out of Sites ; I11]—House Plans, 
Specifications, Bills of Quantities, and Fees 
Payable to Architects and Surveyors; IV— 
Analysis of Building Costs and Prices (Over- 
head Charges, Profit, and Cost of Labour) ; 
V—Labour (Travelling Allowances, Overtime, 
and Broken Time); VI—Materials and Trans- 
port ; VIl—Contracts ; VIII—Costing. Under 
each of these headings the Committee expresses 
its opinions and makes recommendations, of 
which the following are a summary. 


Financial Aid to Local Authorities. 


Under this heading, the report deals with the 
effects of the obligations imposed on local authori- 
ties by the Housing, Town-Planning, &c., Act, 
1919, and states that the Committee has been 
impressed with the important effect which the 
general housing policy has had upon the question 
of cost. The lack of community of interest in 
securing economy which this policy induces has, 
no doubt, been accountable directly or in- 
directly for a large amount of the increase in 
the cost of building houses. Impelled to under- 
take this work and urged to the utmost accelera- 
tion, the local authorities were forced to enter 
into contracts with a class of builder who had 
had but little experience of this class of building, 
who did not desire to undertake it, and who 
could command his own price as the demand 
was ever increased. He would not enter into 
contracts which did not provide automatically 
for increases in costs of materials and rates of 
wages. Materials increased and rates of wages 
were raised. The builder was not affected and 
could not be expected to put up great resistance. 
The local authority was not affected, because, 
under the Government policy, it was safe- 
guarded against liability for any expenditure 
» hich was in excess of the produce of a penny 
rate. This policy, however necessary it may 
have been in order to secure houses rapidly, 
has had a prejudicial effect upon the question 
of economy in producing houses. 

RECOMMENDATIONS.—(a) <A_ definite limit 
should be fixed immediately to the number of 
houses to be erected by local authorities 
upon the present policy of the State being 
responsible for the whole deficit less the produce 
of a penny rate. 

(>) If and so far as State aid may be necessary 
to local authorities for the future provision of 
essential houses, the financial arrangements 
should be amended so that the State contribu- 
tion is a percentage only of the total deficit— 
such percentage varying according to the 
circumstances of each case—in order that 
vy of interest in economy may be estab- 
ished. 


Acquisition of Land. 


In this section the Committee expresses the 
opinion that effective steps have been taken 
to secure land for housing schemes upon reason- 
able terms and no general alteration of the 
system in operation seems necessary. It does 
not think any further economy in the provision 
of workmen’s dwellings can be looked for trom 
this source. 


Lay-Out of Sites. 


The report states that the Committee is 
satisfied that, where the development is properly 
planned and the requisite amount of road 
frontage only is provided for the required 
number of houses, the cost of development, so 
far as regards road and sewer work, need not 
be increased on account of the limited density of 
the dwellings; these costs, in fact, depend 
rather upon the length of frontage provided 
for each house than upon the numbe of houses 
to the acre ; and it is from the provision of an 
unnecessary length of frontage rather than from 
the reduction in number of houses that exces- 
sive cost is liable to occur. The reduced density 
of twelve houses to the acre, moreover, allows 
greater freedom in development than is possible 
with a high density, and on undulating and 
otherwise difficult sites this may result in 
economy, as the lines of the roads can be 
adapted with greater facility to the configuration 
of the ground. As an offset to the somewhat 
greater frontage which is required to provide 
for the ordinary straightforward planning of 
the houses in terraces or continuous rows and 
space for access between the groups, economy 
is effected by the general elimination of back 
roads. Moreover the reduced density of houses 
enables some economy to be effected in the width 
and construction of the roads themselves, which 
can be governed by the nature and amount of 
traffic which they are likely to carry. The 
present-day complete cost of an ordinary 40-ft. 
road, such as was commonly required by 
urban by-laws, would be about £12 per lin. yard. 
Roads of the width and type of construction 
adopted for the majority of those in housing 
schemes may be constructed for about £8 per 
yard, and a considerable proportion of lighter 
roads costing about £5 per yard have been 
used. Some economy has also been effected 
in the sewering arrangements, particularly by 
the use of common drainage for a number of 
houses, which greatly reduces the number of 
separate connections to the sewer, a matter of 
considerable importance where houses are set 
back from the street line. The average cost of 
street and sewer construction per house in the 
ordinary suburban development of working- 
class areas before the war was about £24 7s. €d. 
per house. Similar development at present 
prices would be about £0 per house ; in view 
of the increased frontage and amenity provided, 
the Committee does not think these costs are 
excessive. 


RECOMMENDATIONS, —Local authorities should 
be required to adopt plans and groupings re- 
quiring reasonable street frontage only, and not 
be permitted—as in many cases they appear to 
desire—to develop entirely with semi-detached 
houses occupying excessive road frontages. 
Groups of four or six houses should in some cases 
be encouraged on suitable sites. 

Suitable sites for shops and other purposes 
than housing should be reserved, so that the 
enhanced value of such sites may be secured for 
the benefit of the scheme. 

Large schemes of lay-out already approved 
should be reviewed with a view to making such 
modifications to effect economy as the more 
mature consideration and greater experience of 


local authorities in work of this nature may 
enable them to do, always provided that such 
modification shall not reduce the standard of 
lay-out. 

House Plans. 


There has, states the report, been a tendency 
in some districts to adopt semi-detached houses 
too freely, and to seek for variety of effect by 
breaking up the outlines of the individual 
blocks in a manner which involves considerable 
extra labour in the construction of the roofs. 
Economy in brick work has sometimes been 
effected, which appears to compensate for the 
extra work involved in the roof; but it is 
doubtful whether in the production of large 
numbers of cottages simplicity would not secure 
greater economy. Greater emphasis might with 
advantage be laid upon the importance of sim- 
plicity in design and construction, and further 
model plans, particularly showing groups of 
four or six houses, suitably treated, might be 
issued by the Ministry of Health. 

RECOMMENDATION.—Whilst there does not 
appear to be any extravagance in the higher 
standard laid down by the Ministry of Health, 
the use of the more simple types of houses 
only be permitted in any new work undertaken ; 
and that means be taken to secure the adoption 
of any new simple types that may be evolved 
in substitution for the less economical types in 
existing contracts. 


Specifications. 


The Committee is of opinion that in the light 
of two-and-a-half years’ experience it may be 
desirable now to revise the model specification. 

RECOMMENDATIONS.—Local authorities should 
be encouraged to avail themselves to the utmost 
of the latitude given to adapt the standard 
specification to their local circumstances ; and 
the standard specification of the Ministry of 
Health shou d be revised from time to time in 
order to secure the utmost use of the most 
economical materials. 

Local builders should be encouraged to suggest 
modifications and amendments of construction 
which will secure economy; and the value of 
such modifications and amendments should be 
assessed and agreed to before contracts are 
entered into. ; 

The standardisation of windows, doors, sani- 
tary goods and internal fitments should be more 
rigidly enforced than at present. 


Bills of Quantities. 


In cases where bills of quantities are provided 
the Committee is of opinion that they should be 
as simple as possible. Elaborate bills of quanti- 
ties involving the pricing of details of labour, not 
usually separate in dealing with cottage work, 
certainly tend to increase the cost. In certain 
cases economical tenders have been obtained for 
houses of suitable character, particularly in 
rural areas, by encouraging builders to come 
forward with plans of houses the building of 
which they thoroughly understand, and the cost 
of which they feel able to assess, and to give an 
estimate for these plans on a simple specifica- 
tion. Having arrived at this as a basis, necessary 
modifications or improvements in the plans 
have been introduced in conference, one by one, 
the price being at the same time modified ace: rd- 
ingly. In this way economical houses of a 
satisfactory type have been obtained. 

RECOMMENDATIONS.—The requirements 
quantities should not be rigidly applied, except 
in the case of the larger schemes. Where 
quantities are advisable, some amended form 
whereby the materials and labour items are 
separated would be of great value for purp’ ress 
of simplicity and for more readily ascertains 
where the excess over normal costs is involved. 

There shoul | be encouraged the method of ob- 
taining lump-sum prices for the erection of r “es 
complete in accordance with plans—pr : — 
adjusted plans of houses already in existence 
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which the builder has previously erected—and 
simple specifications and finished in a manner 
and with workmanship and material equal to 
those in an existing house which may be taken 
as an example. 


Fees of Architects and Surveyors. 


After outlining the scales of fees payable to 
architects and surveyors for housing work, the 
report states that so far as the employment of 
architects and quantity surveyors may be 
necessary, the Committee considers that the 
fees—representing very substantial reductions 
from those usually paid for such professional 
services—are reasonable. It is, however, of the 
opinion that, whilst the architect and surveyor 
may have been necessary in the work of setting 
a higher standard and in securing the services 
of a different class of builder, some economies 
should be secured in the future in the direction 
of professional fees. The payment of pro- 


fessional fees in connection with cottage build- 


ing should in the future be considerably re- 
stricted. 
Building Prices and Costs. — 
Under this heading, the report recommends :— 


(1) That the question of builders’ profits 
may most effectively and practicably be dealt 
with by the restoration of normal competitive 
conditions and that all possible steps should be 
taken to secure this object. 

(2) That local authorities should refrain from 
letting contracts for houses in any area where 
the available building resources are already 
fully occupied and where, consequently, costs of 
building may tend unduly to increase. 

(3) That, subject to the interests of public 
health and after the urgent national necessity 
for providing workmen’s houses has been met, 
steps should be taken in periods of depression 
in the ouilding industry to use the available 
labour and materials for the further provision 
of houses which may then appear desirable. 

(4) That all possible steps be taken to re- 
create the house builder to provide houses of the 
improved type which the public may demand 
by those economical methods which previously 
enabled him to supply the demand under 
competitive conditions. 


Labour. 


In the section dealing with labour, the 
Committee suggests that the provision of work- 
men’s houses be regarded as a pool or reservoir 
upon which to draw labour in threatened 
periods of depression in order that such work 
may be used for the purposes of maintaining 
employment and of securing the greatest 
efficiency and consequent economy by prevent- 
ing the lowering of output of labour. With 
regard to allowances to men employed in 
localities other than their own, the Committee 
finds evidence that the trade wishes to return to 
the pre-war custom of paying “count 
money” only when it is necessary to send their 
own staff to country jobs. In the interest of 
economy, this attitude should be supported. 
The working of continuous overtime is not 
economically sound, as the extra hours worked 
do not yield an output equivalent to the extra 
expense involved. 

As it appears quite clear that the costs of 
building have increased through the reduction 
of total output or production, the Committee 
considers there are two obvious remedies, viz. :— 
(1) An augmentation of the productive capacity 
of the industry by the increase in numbers of 
skilled operatives; and (2) the adoption of 
means whereby the output per head may be 
Increased to the benefit alike of the operative 
and the State. It is, however, quite clear that 
80 far as possible any scheme to achieve success 
must be worked out by the industry itself. It 
's not possible radically to alter the condition 
48 to number of men or otherwise in a great 
industry within a very short time. Meantime 
it is desirable that the industry should be 
maintained in a healthy condition, and either to 
flood the industry with contracts for houses 
m excess of its resources of production or 
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unduly to cut down the proposed building 
programme will equally be detrimental to the 
success of an augmentation scheme, and 
augiwentation in certain skilled ranks of 
building labour is a necessary and funda- 
mental step to the cheapening of he cost 
of production. 

The operatives, side of the industry is strongly 
opposed to all systems whereby their wages 
would be based on work done. But there is a 
movement of comparatively recent growth 
which would supersede the more or less arbitrary 
method of fixing piece-work rates by agreement 
between employer and operative based on past 
experience of cost to work done, by the applica- 
tion of modern methods of careful investigation 
into and scientific recording of the time taken 
and movements made by operatives in the 
carrying out of a particular process. By these 
“time and motion studies” it is possible, by 
eliminating unnecessary movements and by 
carefully co-ordinating the various factors 
involved in production, to increase the individual 
rate of production without causing the expendi- 
ture of additional human energy. The effect of 
this movement, especially in America, has been 
greatly to accelerate production and to increase 
correspondingly the wages paid to the men 
concerned without in any way introducing the 
element of “‘ sweating.” 


RECOMMENDATIONS :— 

(1)}—(a) That as a fundamental step to the 
cheapening of the cost of produc- 
tion, some scheme for the augmen- 
tation of certain skilled trades be 
put into operation. 


(b) That the scheme for augmentation 
should be such as the industry may 
devise and find most effective. 

(c) That so far as action by central and 
local authorities can assist, and in 
order to maintain the industry in a 
healthy condition both for the 
purpose of securing continuity of 
employment and for reducing costs 
of building, housing contracts 
should not be let in excess of the 
resources of building production 
at any particular time, and that 
the proposed programme for the 
building of essential houses for 
workmen should not be unduly 
restricted. 


(2) That an ad hoc Committee—suitably con- 
stituted so as to represent the interest 
of the public as well as the respective 
branches of the building industry—be 
appointed, probably by the Ministry of 
Labour, to make an exhaustive inquiry 
into the questions affecting output in 
the building trade, and to report upon 
the means whereby increased produc- 
tion by way of improved output can be 
obtained. 


Materials. 


The Committee states that on the whole it 
was not found by the Sectional Committees 
that there has been profiteering, and for 
materials of home manufacture the principal 
reasons assigned for the increase in cost were 
scarcity and difficulty of labour and fuel. 
It is satisfied, however, that with the fluctuation 
of materials clause in post-war contracts there 
is a tendency to maintain the high prices of 
building materials. The sapping of the energy, 
enterprise and purchasing skill of the builder, 
and the weakening of his resistance to increasing 
prices which this system involves, no doubt 
tend to increase cost of building. Now that 
the supply of materials is assured, and 
the supply and demand both for materials 
and the building resources of the country are 
more evenly balanced, there is no justification 
for this condition, which should be eliminated 
from all future contracts, and in some cases 
and on suitable terms might with advantage 
be eliminated even from some of the existing 
ones. 

The general tendency is towards more normal 
conditions. Production is increasing, and 
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therewith it is possible to secure lower prices 
to the consumer. The downward trend of prices 
in building materials is marked, and increased 
production—with the reduction of on-cost 
charges—more normal relation of supply and 
demand, and the restoration to normal condition 
of supply will, it is thought, in the near future 
bring costs of materials down to. a reasonable 
level. At the same time the Committee is 
by no means satisfied that the present cost 
of building materials for cottages is justified 
There does not appear to be the same grading 
as existed in normal times. The great bulk of 
.materials now being obtained for housing 
schemes has to be purchased at the highest 
current prices, whereas formerly the best of 
materials was utilised for high-class contract 
work and the residue—perfectly good for its 
purpose—was used for housing schemes at an 
appropriately less cost. There is no doubt 
that the old methods adopted by the speculative 
builder in the purchase and selection of material 
were inducive to considerable economy, which 
the present system of work under normal and 
rigid contract conditions does not permit. 


RECOMMENDATION :.—That the clause in the 
housing contracts providing for a sliding 
scale for materials be eliminated as tending to 
maintain prices at a high level, and to preclude 
the exercise of the skill and energy of the 
builder in purchasing cheaply. This should 
apply to all future contracts, and the clause 
might with advantage upon suitable terms be 
eliminated even from some of the existing 
contracts. 

That the provision of satisfactory houses 
be encouraged by any means—e.g., by the ordin- 
ary house builders—which will restore the pre- 
war energy and initiative of the private builder 
and leave him his accustomed latitude in 
supplying and fixing such materials as he may 
be able to obtain most easily and economically. 


Contracts. 


On the subject of contracts, the report states 
that lump-sum contracts are in the main 
reasonably favourable to the builder, and 
on the whole it is the best to adopt. If the 
restoration of competitive conditions could be 
relied on the Committee would recommend 
this system to the exclusion of all others unless 
there were particular local or other considerations 
which rendered some other form or contract 
desirable. It is satisfied, however, that Clause 
26 of the model form providing for the fluctua- 
tion with reference to market prices of materials 
and rates of labour should, except for the 
purpose of labour, be eliminated from all future 
contracts. 

Cost-plus-fixed-profit contracts provide an 
incentive to economy by the builder by per- 
mitting him to participate in any saving below 
the agreed basic price and similarly providing 
for the sharing by the builder in any excess cost 
over such agreed basic price. The power to 
break these contracts at any time should be 
sufficient to prevent any excess cost that 
might possibly result from laxity of supervision 
and organisation. The Committee considers, 
however, that all these contracts should be 
reviewed for the purpose of considering whether 
or not the break clause should be put into 
operation in those cases where the utmost 
economy is not reflected in contract costs. 
Periodic stocktakings should be undertaken 
in order that the cost may be fairly accurately 
compared with the originally fixed basic prices 
upon which the tenders were based. 

The Committee considers that the general 
system governing direct labour operations ig 
satisfactory in that it provides a direct incentive 
to local economy by prescribing a maximum 
sum beyond which any excess cost will not 
rank for State assistance. As an experiment 
upon a limited scale with a direct incentive to 
economy to the local authorities adopting it 
the Committee is of opinion that it will tend 
rather to a reduction than to an increase in 
general prices. 

The Committee is in sympathy with the policy 
of th> provision of workmen’s houses by Guilds, 
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and thinks that subject to reasonable safeguard 
the system has much to commend it. It 
thinks, however, that the diffsrentiation in 
wages and conditions of payment by the Guilds 
is undesirable, in that it is likely to cause unrest 
in the building trade. There would be much 
less objection to such differentiation if the 
contracts were for a fixed and definite sum. 

The operations of the Office of Works are not 
in the nature of contracts. The local authorities 
for whom the department builds undertake 
to pay the actual cost, and are advised that the 
cost, whatever it may be as resulting from the 
Office of Works operations, shall rank for 
financial assistance. The Office of Works is 
apparently called in only when local authorities 
are indisposed to proceed or where the local 
authority has had difficulty in obtaining tenders, 
or where tenders received have been so high 
as to be unacceptable. 


RECO AMENDATIONS: — 

(1) Normal conditions of contract should be 
restored eliminating at once provisions for 
fluctuations of cost of materials and, as soon as 
labour conditions appear reasonably normal, 
for fluctuations of rates of wages during the 
currency of the contract. 

(2) The number of cost-and-profit contracts 
—even with such incentives to economy as they 
may provide—should be restricted to a mini- 
mum. No new contracts of this nature should 
be approved except in very exceptional circum- 
stances, and the advisability of putting into 
operation the break clause provided in such 
contracts should be considered in each case. 

(3) Encouragement should be given to the 
provision of houses for sale to local authorities, 
as provided for under Section 12 (3) of the 
Housing, Town-Planning, &c., Act, 1919. 

(4) Local authorities desiring to do so should 
be allowed to provide houses by direct labour 
in’ small numbers in the first instance, to be 
subsequently increased if and when their 
operations prove economical. Local incentive 
to economy should be provided by the fixing 
of maximum prices which shall rank for financial 
assistance. 

(5) Conditions of contract with Guilds should 

be as nearly as possible similar to conditions of 
other contracts. Such contracts should provide 
for the Guild completing the work undertaken 
at a fixed sum. 
to contract for the labour only as well as for 
the whole work. 
. (6) Direct building by the Government 
should be restricted to a minimum. Any 
arrangement which provides for the actual 
cost of works, without financial incentive 
to economy, ranking for financial assistance 
upon the present lines, is only justifiable when 
such operations are absolutely essential and 
cannot possibly be undertaken otherwise. 


Costing. 

The Committee is of opinion that the intro- 
duction of a simpie costing system should 
afford most useful information both as a guide 
in checking prices and also as an index to 
waste in production. The building trade, 
however, does not lend itself as easily to the 
production of a detailed costing and stores 
record as usually is the case in manufacturing 
concerns. 


RECOMMENDATIONS — 

(1) Endeavour should be made to obtain cost 
statistics on all important housing schemes, 
and the cost results should be tabulated for 
reference purposes. 

(2) The existing costing system should be 
revised with a view to simplification so as to 
afford the required practical information with 
a minimum of clerical labour. 

(3) Steps should be taken to ensure that 
actual use 1s made of the information so 
obtained, and that the cost statistics of the 
Ministry of Health be published so as to be 
available for local authorities, builders and 
other interested parties. 


RESERVAT:iONS. 
Sir Thomas Robinson signed the Report with 
the reservation that he was not in entire agree- 


Guilds should be encouraged . 








ment with recommendations I. (a) and *(d) 
and IV. (c). 3 

Messrs. Barron and Stranks strongly object to 
recommendations (a) and (b) Part 1. They 
fear that in the event of such being adopted 
the effect would be to retard the completion of 
meeting the arrears of house building operations. 

They view with concern the references in the 
report to the need for aiming at more simplicity 
in plans and specifications. Any economy 
which can reasonably be effected in such matters 
meets their approval; but they emphatically 
reject any suggestions to economise at the 
expense of plans, ornamentations, and improve- 
ments of the general housing conditions of the 
working classes. 

They fail to agree with the deductions drawn 
by the majority of the Committee on evidence 
of builders with regard to building costs and 
prices. Factors over which the builders had no 
control undoubtedly added to the high cost of 
building. At the same time, circumstances 
indicated that builders did take undue advantage 
by putting in tenders the prices of which were 
excessive. The recommendation No. 2 is, 
they think, a dangerous weapon, and if adopted 
might have the effect of giving preference to 
building operations on buildings less needed 
from the public health standpoint than the 
provision of workmen's dwellings. They suggest 
that in the event of building contracts being let 
to an extent that the builders’ tenders are sub- 
mitted at excessive prices the local authority be 
advised on housing schemes to undertake the 
work by employment of direct labour. They 
recommend, with the object of securing a con- 
tinual, efficient, and economical system of house 
building, a national permanent housing depart- 
ment, fully equipped in every way to carry out 
building schemes by direct labour be formed, 
such department to work jointly with the trade 
unions who shall share joint responsibility to see 
that such operations are carried out to the best 
interest of the public. 

With regard to labour, they recommend that 
the builders’ federation and operatives’ unions 
centre on the scheme for augmentation of skilled 
labour issued by the Resettlement Committee of 
the Joint Industrial Council for Building Trades 
and the Apprentice Scheme issued by the same 
body, and by this means revive that interest 
in the industry conducive to economical working. 

They recommend that, with the object of 
attaining better output and more. economical 
working of the various housing schemes, a system 
of joint control by building operatives and other 
interests involved be devised; and that a 
guaranteed full week’s pay be extended to all 
operatives engaged on housing schemes, either 
by providing continuous employment, or by 
payment for time lost through causes for which 
the operative is not responsible. They recom- 
mend that as much housing work as possible 
be given to the Guilds. 


-— 
— 


Trade Possibilities in South Africa. 


Mr. W. G. Wickham. H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in South Africa, is at present in 
this country on an official visit, and is prepared 
to interview at the Department of Overseas 
Trade, from September 1 to September 16, firms 
who desire to obtain information as to trade 
possibilities in the Union of South Africa. 
Mr. Wickham will be pleased to meet manu- 
facturers and merchants who may wish to 
consult him in regard to steps to be taken 
for opening up trade, and among the matters 
on which he is prepared to give information and 
advice are the general state of trade in South 
Africa, methods of marketing and distributing 
of goods, terms of payment, rates of customs’ 
duties, and general information as to openings 
existing for British goods. London firms who 
are desirous of consulting Mr. Wickham should 
communicate immediately with the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen-street, Lon- 
don, 8.W. 1, quoting the reference 3092-T. G., 
and indicating briefly the subject on which the 
interview is desired. Mr. Wickham will subse- 
quently visit some of the principal industrial 
centres of the United Kingdom. 
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A LARGE BIRMINGHAM 
SHOWROOM. 


To be able to select every fitting required in 
a house or a number of houses, from nails and 
screws, bolts and locks, to the best class of 
interior decoration, is a great convenience to 
architects, builders, and those contemplating 
building or re-fitting a house, and not only 
results in a considerable saving of time but has 
many advantages compared with ordering goods 
from a catalogue. The showrooms of Messrs, 
Parker, Winder & Achurch, Ltd., at Broad. 
street, Birmingham, which we recently had an 
opportunity of inspecting, and the two large 
warehouses from which everything shown may 
be obtained from stock, in addition to a large 
assortment of general ironmongery and small 
fittings, contain apparently everything required 
in the construction of a house, as wei a such 
accessories as wire and wood fencing, garden 
furniture, petrol and paraffin engines, self. 
contained lighting and power sets, concrete 
mixers and block-making machines, ladders and 
trestles, ventilators, &c. 

Perhaps the best show is made of grates and 
mantels, which are to be seen in all patterns and 
sizes, from the cheaper varieties suitable for 
small houses or housing schemes to high-class 
mantels in oak and mahogany which would 
not be out of place in a mansion or public 
building. These are all suitably arranged, and 
in order that their efficiency and appearance 
may be judged by the intending purchaser the 
showroom is fitted up so that any model may be 
lighted and surrounded with wall-paper of the 
same pattern as that in the room in which it is 
to be fixed. A new central heating system of 
the firm’s own design is also on view. 

A special department is devoted to electrical 
fittings and heating and lighting apparatus, 
under the direction of Mr. J. F. Pennefather, 
where a large variety of electrical goods are on 
view, including electric fires, kettles, irons, light 
standards, and lamps and fittings. In this 
department the “ Utility ” electric floor-cleaning 
machine, which can be adapted for scrubbing 
or levelling wooden floors, or finishing concrete 
floors, is shown in operation. 

In the department in which outdoor hardware 
is shown a feature is made of ‘“‘ Empire” hard 
steel woven-wire fencing, which is claimed to 
withstand a strain of 1,800lb. No. 9 gauge 
wire is used throughout, and the horizontal and 
vertical wires are secured by a knot. The 
rigidity of this type of fencing results in a con- 
siderable economy in erection, as fewer timber 
supports are required. In this department is 
also exhibited a hand tool for boring holes for 
posts. The tool has two jaws with cutting edges 
and operates in practically the same manner as 
a corkscrew, except that as the jaws are filled 
with earth the tool is withdrawn and the contents 
dumped ; in this way a hole of the same dimen- 
sions as the post to be fixed is made, and the 
extra work involved in digging an unnecessarily 
large hole and filling in by the usual methods is 
eliminated. Among a large assortment of 
ladders, an excellent extension ladder, which is 
extremely light yet strong, is exhibited. There 
is also a good assortment of garden furniture, 
such as chairs, seats, tables, tents, marquees, 
&c., on view. a 

The concrete machinery—the “ Empire’ 
mixer and the “Australia” block-making 
machine—are shown at work. The simplicity 
and durability of the “ Australia ” machine are 
well known, and the “ Empire” machine has 
been designed with the same objects in view, 
namely, simplicity and fewness of working parts 
combined with efficiency and rapid output. 
This machine consists of a petrol engine driving 
a revolving drum fitted with blades so fixed that 
they ensure a thorough mix. The engine and 
mixer are mounted on a strong wooden frame, 
and are made in various types, either for hand 
or power drive. When mounted on a truck they 
can easily be transported by one man, and they 
are also made mounted on a turntable 50 
that they will discharge in three directions. 
So convinced is the firm that this mixe! will 
considerably lessen the cost of any work 1” 
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Warehouse and Offices at Leeds.—Mr. Vere CALvert, Lic.R.I.B.A., Architect. 


WAREHOUSES IN CONCRETE 
BLOCKS. 


Concrete blocks have played{a large part in 
post-war housing schemes, and the same system 
has also been employed in some of the large 
public offices, factories, and other commercial 
buildings erected in recent years in various parts 
of the world. The illustrations on this page 
show two new warehouses designed in this 
method of construction. One is a warehouse 
now being built for the Sandoz Chemical Co., 
Ltd., in Canal-road, Bradford, the other a ware- 
house and offices for Messrs. W. & E. Stanhope, 
Ltd., at Lower Park Mills, Wortley, Leeds. The 
contractors in each case are Messrs. Arthur 
Mitchell, Ltd., of Leeds, and the architect is Mr. 
Vere Calvert, Lic.R.I.B.A., of Bradford. In 
both cases the external walls are composed of 
concrete slabs made on ‘‘ Winget” pressure 
machines. The outer slab is 3 in. thick and is 
faced with approximately } in. thickness of sand, 
mixed with a waterproofing cement, while the 
inner slab is of clinker 2}in. thick. The two 
leaves of the wall are tied together with ordinary 
wall-ties, leaving a cavity of 2in. All the inner 
partition walls are erected with clinker slabs 
44 in. thick, made on similar machines. 
The external walls are panels and do not 
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carry any great load, the whule weight of the 
building being supported by reinforced concrete 
columns tied together with continuous reinforced 
concrete beams. A special feature at the Brad- 
ford contract is that the floor and roof are com- 
posed of a pre-cast hollow concrete slab. 
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Hospital Equipment for New Zealand. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Wellington has 
forwarded an application received from the 
Director, Division of Hospitals, Department of 
Health, Wellington, for assistance in obtaining 
copies of United Kingdom manufacturers’ 
catalogues dealing with hospital supplies and 
equipment, with a view to the standardisation of 
hospital supplies and equipment generally. 
H.M. Trade Commissioner states that the 
Director has expressed himself as anxious to 
secure, if possible, all supplies from the United 
Kingdom. It is suggested that United King- 
dom manufacturers interested should forward 
a copy (in duplicate) of any catalogues or 
literature descriptive of their products’ direct 
to H.M. Trade Commissioner, P.O. Box 369, 
Wellington, New Zealand, for transmission to 
the New Zealand Department of Health.— 
Board of Trade Journal. 


Warehouse at Bradferd.—Mr. Vere Catvert, Lic.R.1.B.A., Architect. 


PATENTS. 





APPLICATIONS PUBLISHED.* 


115,227.—J. P. B. Bessonneau and (. H. 
Besnard: Floors and roofs. ga 

119,233.—J. P. B. Bessonneau and C. H. 
Besnard: Roofs. 

121,585.—J. P. B. Bessonneau and C. H. 
Besnard : Concrete buildings. 

106,163.—A. W. Bennis: Chain-grate and the 
like stokers. 

166,172.—R. H. Annison : 
crete structures. 

166,299.—W. Bijvoet and J. Delton : Collaps- 
ible cores for use in moulding concrete and like 
materials. 

166,338.—M. M. Smith: Devices for use in 
the construction of concrete walls. 

166,348.—J. F. Deverill : Reversible windows. 

166,360.—-P. S. King: Means for supporting 
concrete floors in course of construction. 

166,402.—W. E. Clifton and J. S. Ewart: 
Construction of concrete slab buildings. 

166,403.—A. Kahr: Process and apparatus 
for the production of hollow bricks. 


Reinforced con- 





* All these applications are now in the stage in 
which opposition to the grant of Patents upon them 
may be made. 
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CONTRACTS, COMPETITIONS, &c. 


For some contracts still open, but not included in this List, see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 


ate advertised in this number. 


Certain conditions beyond those given in the following information 


are imposed in some cases, such as that advertisers do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or any 
tender ; that a fair wages clause shall be observed ; that no allowance will be made for tenders ; and 
that deposits are returned omjreceipt of a bona-fide tender unless stated to the contrary. 

The date given ut the commencement of each paragraph ts the latest date when the tender, or the name 
of those willing to submit tenders, may be sent in ; the name and address at the end is the person from whom 
or place where quantities, forms of tender, &c., may be obtained. 


BUILDING AND PAINTING. 


AUGUST 26.— Glasgow.—SUB-STATION.—Erection of 
Drumboyne sub-station, Greenhead, Govan, for the T.C. 
Electrical Engineer, 75, Waterloo-street, Glasgow. 

Avuaust 26.— Islington, N.— REPAIRS, ALTERA- 
TIONS AND BUILDING.—Repairs and alterations, and 
the erection of a new bakehéuse, &c., for the Guardians 
of the Poor of the Parish of St.. Mary, Upper Holloway. 
N., at their Institution, St. John’s-road. Mr. Edmun 
J. Harrison, Architect to the Guardians, 23, Berkeley- 
road, Crouch End, N.8.# Deposit £2. 

Avaust 26.—Islington, N—FIRED OVENS.— 
Erection and completion of two double-decker steam 

ipe fired ovens, for the Guardians of the Poor of the 
Parish of St. Mary, bg Holloway, N., at their 
Institution, St. John’s-road. Mr. Edmund J. Harrison, 
Architect to the Guardians, 23, Berkeley-road, Crouch 
End. N.8. Deposit £2. , 

AUGUST 24.—Stockport.—PAINTING.—For painting 
the various bridges, railings, handrails and urinals in 
the Borough. Mr. amer, Borough Surveyor, 
Town Hall, Stockport. 

AUGUST 26,—-Stockport.—rOINTING.—For pe = 
the brickwork and stonework of parapets and arches 
carrving Wellington-road South and the Public Steps 
jeading from that road into Chestergate, for the T.C. 
Mr. H. Hamer, Borough Surveyor, Town Hall, Stock- 
port. 

AvGUsT 27,—Barry.—HovsKs.—Erection of 110 
houses for the U.D.C. Mr. E. R. Hinchsliff, architect, 
County Hall, Barry. Deposit £1 1s. 

AvausT 27.—Horsham.— ExTENSION.— Extension to 
engine room at Electricity Station, for the U.D.C. 
Electrical Engineer, Horsham. Deposit £2 2s. 

August 29.—Lanark.—HovuseEs.—Erection of 148 
dwelling-houses at Lambhill, and 12 houses at Auchin- 
loch, for the District of the Lower Ward of Lanark. Mr. 
Jas. A. M'Callum, District Clerk, 15, West George-street, 
Glasgow. - Deposit £1 1s. 

AuGUST 29.—Manchester.— WALLS.—Building up of 
72 openings in walls at Cold Stores, Elm-street, Man- 
chester, for Markets Commissioners of T.C. General 
Superintendent, Markets Department, Town Hall. 

AUGUST 29.—Patricroft.—PAINTING.—Painting at 
Union Office, for the Board of Guardians. Mr. C. 
Faulkner, Clerk, Union Offices, Patricroft. 

AUGUST 29,—Rotherham.—HovseEs.—Erection of 
103 houses, for the T.C. Mr. C. A. Broadhead, archi- 
tect, St. George’s Hall, Rotherham. 

AUGUST 29. — Woodlesford.— EXTENSIONS, — For 
various works for extension of Oulton with Woodlesford 
W.M. Club and Institute. Mr. W. P. Peters, architect, 
89, Albion-street, Leeds. 


AvuGuST 29.—York.— PAINTING.—Painting, &c., of, 


various properties belonging to T.C. Mr. W. Spurr, 
City Engineer, Guildhall, York. 

Avaust 30.— London.—HvtT.—Erection of a hut on 
the roof of the General Post Office, West, London, for 
H.M. Office of Works. Contracts Branch, H.M. Office 


of Works, King Charles-street, London, 8.W. 1. 
Deposit £1 1s, 
AUGUST 31.—Birstall—PAINTING.—For internal 


painting of hospital buildings, Owler-lane, Birstall, for 
the Oakwell Joint Hospital Board. Matron, Hospital, 
Owler-lane, Birstall. 

AUGUST 31,—Blackpool.—ADDITIONS.—Erection of 
offices, mess-room, and lavatories at_the abattoirs, 
New-road, for the T.C. Mr. Francis Wood, Borough 
Engineer, Municipal Offices, Blackpool. 

AUGUST 31,—Brighton.—ALTERATIONS.—H.M. Com- 
missioners of Works invite tenders for alterations to 
Employment Exchange, Western-road, Brighton. 
Contracts Branch, H.M. Office of Works, King Charles- 
street, London, 8.W.1. Deposit £1 1s. 

AvGUsT 31.—London, S.W.— ALTERATIONS.—Al- 
terations to existing building to form Assistant Medical 
Officers Quarters, at the Western Fever Hospital, 
Seagrave-road, Fulham, 8.W.6., for the Metropolitan 
Asylums Board. Office of the Board, Embankment, 
E.C.4. Deposit £1. 

AUGUST 31.—London, N.E.—CLEANING, PAINTING 
AND Reparrs.—Cleaning, painting and repairs at the 
Eastern Ambulance Station, Homerton, N.E., for the 
Metropolitan Asylums Board. Office of the Board, 
Embankment, E.C.4. Deposit £1. 

AUGUST 31,—Merioneth.—CoTraGEs.—Erection of 
three farm cottages and outbuildings at Morfa Mawr, 
Llanbedr, for the Small Holdings Committee. Mr. 
R. C. Jones, Architect, County Offices, Dolgelley. 

AUGUST 31,—Sutton, Surrey—CLEANING, PAINT- 
ING AND REPAIR WoORKS.—Cleaning, painting and 
repairing works at Belmont Laboratories and stables, 
Stanley-road, Sutton, Surrey, for the Metropolitan 
Asylums Board. Office of the Board, Embankment, 
E.C.4, Deposit £1, 

AUGUST 31.—Swanley Junction, Kent.—CLEANING, 
PAINTING, REPAIRS.—Cleaning, painting work and 
repairs at White Oak, Swanley Junction, Kent, for 
the Metropolitan Asylums Board. Engineer-in-Chief, 
Office of the Board, Embankment, E.C.4. Depo it £1, 

ATGUST 31,—Wadebridge—GARAGE.—Erection of 
motor garage, forMr. T. Weeks. Mr. C. W. Parkes Lees, 
architect, Fowey. 


AUGUST 31.—Woolwich.— REPAIRS, &0.— Repair and 
painting to the Dispensary and Receiving Home, 
Plumstead, and Union Offices, Woolwich, for the Board 
of Guardians. Messrs. Whincop & Parnell, architects, 
42, William-street, Woolwich. 

AUGUST 31.— Worthing.—Hovusrs.—Erection of 8 
blocks of 4 houses on Southfarm-road site, for the T.C. 
Mr. 8. C. Phillips, Housing Surveyor, Municipal Offices, 
Worthing. Deposit £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 1.— Bradford. — PAINTING. -— External 
painting at various schools, forthe T.C. City Architect, 
Town Hall, Bradford. 

SEPTEMBER 1.— Chigwell.— BUILDING.— Alteration 
and provision of new class-rooms at the Chigwell 
Grammar School. County Architect, Old Court, 
Springfield, Chelmsford. Deposit £1 1s. 

SEPTEMBER 1.—Cieethorpes.—ADDITIONS AND AL- 
TERATIONS.—(1) Additions and improvements to 
latrines and drainage at Cleethorpes Barcroft-street 
Council School; (2) Hut additions at Cleethorpes 
Reynold-street Council School; (3) repairs, sanitary 
and drainage work at the Frodingham Council School ; 
(4) dismantling, transport, re-erection and adaptation 
of hut at Grammar School, Gainsborough ; (5) additions 
and improvements at Holy Trinity (now Eastfield- 
road Council) School, Louth, for Lindsey C.C. Messrs. 
Scorer & Gamble, architects, Bank-street Chambers, 
Lincoln, Deposit £2. 

SEPTEMBER 1.— Johnstone.—PLASTERING AND PAINT- 
ING.—For the plasterer and painter work for 114 
houses to be erected at the Kilbarchan-road scheme. 
Messr:. Jaffrey & Lochhead, measurers,28, High-street, 
Johnstone. 

SEPTEMBER 1.—Llantrisant.—REPAIRS.—Repairs at 
various houses, for the R.D.C. Mr. T. Saunders, 
Surveyor, Council Offices, Pontyclun. Deposit £1. 

SEPTEMBER 1.— St. Pancras.— ALTERATIONS.—Altera- 
tions at relief station and dispensary of the Board of 
Guardians. Mr. J. E. P. Hall, Clerk, Town Hall, 
Pancras-road, N.W. 

SEPTEMBER 2.—Edinburgh.—POWER STATION, &¢C.— 
Building work on (1) pump house, Electric Generating 
Station, Portobello (super-structure); (2) electric 
sub-stations, Gorgie 4nd Morningside; (3) structural 
steel work of the foregoing. Mr. James A. Williamson, 
City Architect, City Chambers, Edinburgh. 

SEPTEMBER 2.—Govan.—SUB-STATION.—Works in 
connection with the erection of Greenhead Sub-station, 
Govan, for Glasgow T.C. City Electrical Engineer, 
75, Waterloo-street, Glasgow. 

SEPTEMBER 2.—Hornsea.—ALTERATIONS.— Works of 
alteration at Public Rooms, forthe U.D.C. Mr. W. E. 
Warburton, Surveyor, Public Rooms, Hornsea. 

SEPTEMBER 2.—London.—ALTERATIONS.—Altera- 
tions to H.M. Stationery Office, Princes-street, West- 
minster, $8.W. 1, for H.M. Office of Works. Contracts 
Branch, H.M. Office of Works, King Charles-street 
London, 8.W.1. Deposit £1 1s. 

SEPTEMBER 2.—Wombwell.—Tiling and slating in 

connection with 47 houses, now in course of erect.:on, 
at Hemingfield, for the Wombwell U.D.C Mr. Norman 
Culley, architect, 13, John William-street, Hudders- 
field. 
SEPTEMBER 3.—Bishop’s Castle.—Hovusns.— Erection 
of 22 houses, for the U.D.C. Messrs. Davies &. Hill, 
architects, Severn-square, Newtown, Montgomery. 
Deposit £1 1s. 

SEPTEMBER 5.-Ashton-under-Lyne.-HoOUSES.—Erection 
and completion of 68 *‘ A” type houses, to be erected 
on the Heys Estate, off Mossley-road, Ashton-under- 
Lyne, for Housing Committee of the T.C. Messrs. 
W. H. George & Son, architects, 7, Warrington-street, 
Ashton-under-Lyne. Deposit £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 5.—Hornehurch.—VARIOUS WoRKS.— 
Laying floor, heating, &c., at the Hostel, Sutton’s 
Farm, for the Board of Guardians. Mr. R. H. Mason, 
Clerk, Union Offices, Rotnford. Deposit £1 1s. 

SEPTEMBER 5. —Lenzie.— BUILDER’S WORK.—Various 
works in connection with the erection of eight houses, 
for District Committee of the Lower Ward of the 
County of Lanark, Mr. J. A. M’Callum, District Clerk, 
15, West George-street, Glasgow. Deposit £1 1s. per 
schedule. 

SEPTEMBER 6.-— Barnsley. — ALTERATIONS, — For 
alterations and additions to Borough Police Office, for 
T.C. Borough Engineer, Fairfield House, Barnsley. y 

SEPTEMBER 6.—Barnsley.—PLUMBING.—Plumbing 
work in connection with conversion of privies into 
water-closets, for T.C. Borough Engineer, Fairfield 
House, Barnsley. 

SEPTEMBER 6,—Barry.—CEMENTING.—Cementing at 
15 and 16, Park-crescent, Barry, for Cardiff Board of 
Guardians, Mr. A. J. Harris, Clerk, 11, Park-place, 
Cardiff. 

SEPTEMBER 6.—Bristol.— BUILDING. — Completion 
of the swimming bath section of the Public Baths, 
Gloucester-road, Bishopston, for the Baths Committee 
of the City and County of Bristol. City Engineer's 
and Surveyor’s Office, 63, Queen-square, Bristol. 
Deposit three guineas. 

SEPTEMBER 7.—Chigwell.—ALTERATIONS.— Altera- 
tions and provision of new classrooms at Chigwell 
Grammar School. Mr. Jno. Stuart, County Architect, 
County Offices, Old Court, Springfield, Chelmsford. 
Deposit £1 1s. 
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SEPTEMBER 7.—Hull.—ROoOFING.—Steel framing for 
electricity sub-station, Dansom-lane, for the T.C. 
Mr. F. W. Bricknell, City Engineer, Guildhall, Hull. 
Deposit £1, 

SEPTEMBER 7.— Middleton-in-Teesdale. — HEATING 
CHAMBER.—Construction of a heating chamber and 
other builders’ work in connection with the installation 
of a hot water heating apparatus at school, for the C.C. 
Mr. F. Willey, architect, 34, Old Elvet, Durham. 

SEPTEMBER 7,—Windlesham.—MorTUARY, &0.— 
Erection of buildings, comprising mortuary, waiting- 
room, &c., entrance gates and piers and incidental 
works at the New Cemetery, forthe U.D.C. Mr. J. E. 
a Surveyor, Council Offices, Bagshot. Deposit 

8. 
' SEPTEMBER 8.—Durham.—HOvSsES.—Erection of 
86 houses at Stanley, Co. Durham. Contracts Branch, 
H.M,. Office of Works, King Charles-street, London, 
8.W.1. Deposit £1 1s, 


* SEPTEMBER 9,—London, W.~—ALTERATIONS.—AI- 
terations to boiler house at the Post Office Savings 
Bank, West Kensington, London, W., for the Com- 
missioners of H.M. Office of Works. Contracts Branch, 
King Charles-street, London, 8.W.1 Deposit £1 1s. 

% SEPTEMBER 9.—Lowestoft.— PAINTING AND CLEAN- 
ING AND ADAPTATION.— Painting and cleaning, and 
adapting the premises formerly known as the Empire 
Hotel, at Lowestoft, in accordance with plans, for the 
Metropolitan Asylums Board. Mr. E. Vincent Harris, 
architect, 29, St. James’s-square, S.W.1. 

SEPTEMBER 12,—Bristol.—VARIOUS WORKS.— (a) 
Sanitary block in connection with Wards 110, 100, and 
98, at the Eastville Institution ; (b) sanitary works and 
baths; (c) plastering three wards and two staircases, &c.; 
(ad) conversion of buildings §1, 82, and 88, with quarters 
for six couples. Messrs. W. 8. Skinner & Sons, archi- 
tects, Orchard-street, Bristol. 

SEPTEMBER 12,—Edmonton.—PAaINTING.— External 
painting, &c., of Edmonton House and Chase Farm 
Schools, for the Board of Guardians. Mr. J. C. 8. 
Mummery, architect, 34, Bloomsbury-square, W.C. 1. 

SEPTEMBER 12.—Neweastle-on-Tyne.—CAR SHEDS.— 
Erection of electric car sheds at South Gosforth, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, for the North-Eastern Railway Co. 
Mr. Arthur Pollard, architect, Irving House, Westgate- 
road, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

No DAtE.—Cheshire-——FarM BUILDINGS AND CorT- 
TAGES.—For the erection of the following farm houses 
and buildings at Cheshire C.C. Land Settlement :— 
Separate contract—Handforth Estate, near Wilmslow : 
three pairs of semi-detached cottages, three pairs of 
outbuildings for above; one detached cottage; one 
set of farm buildings for above. Separate contract— 
Cranage Estate, near Holmes Chapel: one detached 
cottage; one set of farm buildings for above; two 
detached cottages (small type); two sets of out- 
buildings for above. Mr. F. Anstead Browne, Deputy 
County Architect, 16, Nicholas-street, Chester. De- 
posit £2 each contract. 

No DATE.—Doncaster.—PLASTERING.—For plaster 
ing 100 houses near Doncaster. Messrs. Swift Bros 
& Haslam, Ltd., Moorthorpe, near Pontefract. 

No Date.—Leeds.—Hovse.—All trades, labour or 
labour and materials for erection of house, concrete 
and patent stone. Mr. Hodgson Doyle, architect, 
14, Park-row, Leeds. 

No Datnr, — Kirkinner. — Vartovs,. — For mason, 
brick, slater, plumber, ventilation and heating; «&c., 
work at new schoolmaster’s house, and for alterations 
to school buildings. Mr. A. Thomson, architect, 
Newton-Stewart. 


FURNITURE, MATERIALS, etc. 


AUGUST 29.—Egypt.—-CEMENT.—The Director-Gev- 
eral of the Ports and Lighthouses Administration at 
Alexandria invites tenders for the supply of 100 tons 
of cement. Department of Overseas Trade, 36, 
Old Queen-street, Westminster, 8.W. 1. 

AUGUST 29,—Finsbury.—MATERIALS.—Blacksmiths’ 
work, brooms, cement and lime, road materials, &c., 
for the B.C. Mr. Hugh Green, Town Clerk, Finsbury 
Town Hall, Rosebery-avenue, E.C. 1. 

AvGusT 30.—Leeds.— PAINTS AND OILS.—For supply 
of paints and oils for the month of September, for the 
B.G. Mr. James H. Ford, Clerk, Poor Law Offices, 
South Parade, Leeds. 

AvGuSsT 30,—PortSsmouth.—MATERIALS.—Supply of 
stores to the Tramways Department. Mr. V. G. 
Lironi, Engineer, Fratton-road, Portsmouth. 

AvGusT 31.—Camberwell.—MATERIALS.—Supply 0! 
builders’ materials, engineering goods; etc., to the 
St. Giles Board of Guardians. Mr. E. EB. Mott, Clerk, 
29, Peckham-road, S.E. 

Avaust 31,.— Stockton-on-Tees.— MATERIALS. — 
Supply of materials to the T.C. Borough Engineer, 
Stockton. 

Avaust $1.—Warrington.—MATERIALS.—Supply of 
stores to the Gas Departn ent. Mr. W. 8. Haddock, 
General Manager, Gas Offices, Warrington. 

SEPTEMBER 3,—Bognor.—ROAD MATERIALS.——Sup- 
ply of flints, gravel, cement, timber, smith’s works, &c., 
forthe U.D.C. Council Surveyor, High-street, Bognor. 

SEPTEMBER 5.—Wakefield.—SUrvVEyors’, &C., Ma- 
TERIALS.—For surveyors’ materials, lead, tin, iron, 
&c., for W. Riding of Yorkshire Asylums’ Board, for 
half-year ending March 31, 1922. Mr. H. Topham, 
Clerk, Asylums’ Board Office, Wakefield. 

SEPTEMBER 7.—Johannesburg.—STREET ORDERLY 
Brns.—Supply of 50 street orderly bins to the Municipa) 
Council. Dept. of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen- 
street, S.W. 

SEPTEMBER 7.—Westminster.—STORFS.—Supply of 
stores to the C.C. Mr. John Hunt, Town Clerk, City 
Hall, W.C. 2. 

SEPTEMBER 8.—West Ham.—MATERIALS.—Supply 
to the Board of Guardians of builders’ and engineers’ 
materials, oils, etc., for three months, Clerk, Union- 

road, Leytonstoue. 
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SEPTEMBER 12, —- Marylebone. — MATERLAL.—Mate- 
rial, fodder, ironmongery, chandlery, &c., for a period 
of six months commencing October 1, for the Metro- 

litan Borough of St. Marylebone. Mr. James 
wie. Town Clerk, Town Hall, Marylebone-road, 
aN. ose 

SEPTEMBER 17,—-London, E.— REFUSE (REMOVAL). 
—Removal of refuse by barge or railway truck from 
the Dust Wharf, Devonshire-street Goods Depot, 
Great Eastern Railway, and for the removal of clinker, 
hardcore and excavated material at present disposed 
of at the Spitalfields (Great Eastern Railway) siding 
at Durward-street, at Pinchin-street, and at Gunthorpe- 
street, for the period from October 1, 1921, to March 31, 
1922. Borough Engineer and Surveyor (Mr. B. J. 
Belsher), Municipal Offices, Metropolitan Borough of 
Stepney, No. 15, Great Alie-street, Whitechapel, E,1, 
Deposit £1. 

SEPTEMBER 19,—Macclesfield.—MATERIALS, &¢.— 
Supply of paints, glass, electrical goods, ironmongery, 
&c., to Cheshire County Mental Hospital, Parkside, 
Macclesfield, for the Hospital Committee. Mr. W. 
G. F. Tingay, Clerk, Parkside. 

SEPTEMBER 19.—Marylebone, N.W.1.—MATERIALS 
AND WORK.—Materials (building, &c.) and work for 
a period of six months commencing October 1, 1921, 
for the Metropolitan Borough of St. Marylebone. ‘ 
J. Paget Waddington, Borough i, ciel and Surveyor, 
Town Hall, Marylebone-road, N.W.1. 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL 


Avaust 29,—Edinburgh—VaRI0us WORKS.-—For 
open cuttings and tunnel between the power station 
site and coal sidings site, including the construction 
of a coal bunker and access shaft and the earthworks 
for coal sidings and the w hg 5 permanent way and 
ballasting for same, for the T.C. Engineer, Dewar- 
place, nburgh. Deposit, £3 3s, 

AuGusTt 29.—Johannesburg.—MAOCHINERY.—Erec- 
tion of machinery, &c., for extension of by-products 
a, municipal abattoirs, Johannesburg. Messrs. 

. W. Carling & Co., St. Dunstan’s-buildings, St. 
Dunstan’s-hill, London, E.C.3. Deposit £1 1s. 

Avaust 29.—Manchester.—BoOILER COVERING.— 
For supplying and fixing of non-conducting covering 
for steam boilers, superheaters, economisers and steam 
pipes at Water-street Pumping Station, for Corpora- 
tion’s Waterworks Committee. Secretary, Waterworks 
Offices, Town Hall, Manchester. 

Aveust 30.—Edinburgh.—WEIGHBRIDGE.—Supply 
and fitting at Craiglockhart Poorhouse, Edinburgh, 
road weighbridge, for the Parish Council. Mr. R. T. 
French, Inspector and Clerk, Castle-terrace, Edinburgh. 

AUGUST 31.—Bridport.—WHARF REPAIR.— Repair to 
Cranehouse Wharf, for the Harbour Commissioners. 
Mr. 8. E. Howard, Clerk, 36, East-street, Bridport. 

Av@ust 31.—London.—ELEoTRIC INSTALLATION.— 
Installing electric light wards at Grove Hospital, 
Tooting-grove, for the Metropolitan Asylums Board, 
Offices, Embankment, E.C.4. Deposit £1. 

AUGUST 31,—London.—MATERIALS.—Supply to the 
South Indian Railway Co. of (1) Laminated, volute, 
and helical springs; (2) brushes; (3) rivets, nuts, and 
springs; (4) copper plates for locomotive fireboxes. 
Company’s Offices, 91, Petty France, Westminster, 
8.W.1. Charge £1 for (1) and 10s, each for others. 

AvGusT 31.—Manchester.—PIPES.—Supply and erec- 
tion at Barton Power Station of low-pressure steam and 
water pipes, for the T.C. Mr. F. E. Hughes, Sec., 
eee Dept., Town Hall, Manchester. Deposit, 

8. 


SEPTEMBER 3,—Edinburgh. — AMBULANCE. — Motor 
ambulance for the Edinburgh City Police. ,Chief Con- 
stable’s Office, 1, Parliament-square, Edinburgh. 

SEPTEMBER 3,—Glasgow.—PIPES.—For about 177 
tons cast-iron pipes, 18 in. in internal dia., 12 ft. long, 
for the Water Department of the T.C. Mr. J. R. 
Sutherland, Engineer and Manager, Water Depart- 
ment, 45, John-street, Glasgow. 

SEPTEMBER 3.—Macduff.—SLIPpwAay.—Construction 
of steel cradle, &c., for slipway. Mr. H. Henderson, 
engineer, 21, Bridge-street, Aberdeen. Deposit £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 6,—Edinburgh.—POLES.—Supply of steel 
paren Fm &c, Tramways Manager, 2, St. James’- 
square, Edinburgh. 

SEPTEMBER 7.—London.—RAILWAY MATERIAL.— 
Supply of: (1) steel axles, (2) steel boiler tubes, (3) 
steel tyres, for the South Indian Railway Company. 
Mr. A. Muirhead, Managing Director, 91, Petty France, 
Westminster, 8. W. 8 

SEPTEMBER 7, — mee yee pe eligi a 
Supply and fixing of deep well pumps and construction 
of ferro-concrete storage reservoir, forthe T.C, Mr. H. 
— Borough Surveyor, Queensborough. Deposit 

8. 


SEPTEMBER 7.—Ventnor.—PIER WORKS.—Repairs to 
tie rods, &c., at the Royal Victoria Pier and Landing 
Stage, for the U.D.C. Mr. D. V. Howard, Surveyor, 
Town Hall, Ventnor, I.W. 

SEPTEMBER 9, — London. — ENGINES. — Modern 
second-hand or one _ pair of _ high - pressure 
steam winding engines. Messrs. Howard Smith, Ltd., 
33, Cornhill, London, E.C, 

SEPTEMBER 9.—London.—RAILWAY MATERIAL.— 
Supply of: Class A—(1) rolled materials for the con- 
struction of wagons, (2) wheels and axles for wagons. 
Class B—(1) helical springs, (2) spring steel, (3) aceu- 
mulator supplies, for the Bombay, Baroda, and Central 
India Railway Company. Mr. 8. G. 8. Young, Secre- 
tary, 91, Petty France, Westminster, 8.W.1. Specifi- 
cations: Class A 20s. each and Class B 10s. each. 

BPTEMBER 9. Africa.— FILTER PLANT.— 
Supply and erection for the Rand Water Board of a 
= installation of mechanical or other filters 
capable of filtering 54 million gallons of water 24 
hours at the Veree Main Pumping Station. 
Enquiry Room of the 

estminster, 8.W.1. 


35, Old Queen-street, W 
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SEPTEMBER 17.—Wallasey.—IRON WoORK.—Supply 

of 12 cast-iron compressors, with steel tie rods and 

putes, for the attachment of landing-stage moorings. 

essrs. Wilton & Bell, engineers, Westminster- 

qombers, 1, Crosshall-street, Liverpool. Deposit 
8. 


SEPTEMBER 21.—Barnes.— PUMPING PLANT.—Supply 
and erection of semi-Diesel engines, centrifugal pumps 
and shafting at Barn Elms, Barnes. for the Metropolitan 
Water Board. Mr. H. E. Stilgoe, Engineer, 173, Rose- 

-avenue, E.C. Deposit, £1 1s. 

OTOBER 15,—Wallasey.—LANDING STAGE.—Con- 
struction of new floating goods landing ——~ —— 
mately 320 ft. in length and 80 ft. in brea th, or the 


T.C. Messrs, Wilton & Bell, engineers, Westminster 
Soeaibers, Crosshall-street, Liverpool. Deposit 
Ss. 


OCTOBER 31.—Australia— BRIDGE WoRK.—Supply 
of metal work for lift bridge over the Murray River, for 
Department of Public Works, Sydney. Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen-street, S.W. 

OCTOBER 31.—Madras.—C.I. Pipes, &c.—Supply 
and delivery of cast-iron pipes, special castings, sluice 
valves, &c., for Madras Corporation. Messrs. James 
Mansergh & Sons, agents, 5, Victoria-street, West- 
minster, 8.W. 1. eposit Rs. 500. 

NOVEMBER 16.—Littleton (Middlesex;—PumpPs.— 
Supply and erection of pumping machinery at Littleton, 
Middlesex, for the Metropolitan Water Board. Mr. 
Henry E. Stilgoe, Chief Engineer, 173, Rosebery- 
avenue, E.C.1. Deposit £3 3s. 

No DatTEe.—Bedwellty.—STEEL TUBES.—For sup- 
plying of 2,670 yds. weldless steel tubes (6 in. dia.), 
with joints for welding, for the Bedwellty U.D.C. Mr. 
Dan H. Price, Engineer and Surveyor to the Council, 


Aberbargoed. 


SANITARY, AND WATER 
WORKS. 


AUGUST 26.—Kettering.—-SEWERAGE WORKS.—Con- 
struction of sewage works at Burton Latimer, for the 
R.D.C. Messrs, Pick, Everard & Keay, 6, Millstone- 
lane, Leicester. Deposit £2 2s. 

AUGUST 26.—Loughborough.—-WATER MAINS.—Ex- 
tension of mains, Shepshed, for the T.C. Mr. A. H. 
Latiann Waterworks Engineer, Town Hall, Lough- 

orough. 

AuGUST 26.—Manchester.— RECREATION GROUND.— 
Extension to Kemp-street Recreation Ground, Oldham- 
road, for the T.C. City Engineer, Town Hall, Man- 
chester. Deposit £2 2s, 

AUGUST 27,—Edmonton.—SEWERAGE WORKS.— For 
sewering 16 houses in Raynham-road, for the U.D.C. 
Mr. C. Brown, Engineer, Town Hall, Edmonton. 

AUGUST 27,—Kidderminster.—SEWERAGE WORKS.— 
Construction of sewerage works at Worcester-road and 
Foley Park, for the T.C. Messrs. Willcox & Raikes 
comeeems, 63, Temple-row, Birmingham. Deposit 

8. 

AUGUST 28.—Llantrisant——ROADS AND SEWERS.— 
Construction of roads and sewers in connection with 
Beddam, Tonyrefail, and Tonteg housing sites, for the 
R.D. Messrs. Thomas & Morgan & Partners, archi- 
tects, 23, Gelliwasted-road, Pontypridd. Deposit 
£2 2s. each contract. 

Avuaust 29, — Bolton-upon-Dearne. — BOWLING 
GREEN, &0.—Laying of bowling green and tennis courts 
in connection with housing scheme of the U.D.C, 
Messrs. Garside & Pennington, architects, Ropergate, 
Pontefract. 

AUGUST 
filter at Eastburn sewage works, for the R.D.C. 
T. Burton, surveyor, Market Chambers, Keighley. 

AUGUST 31,—Edinburgh—VARIOUS.—Mason and 
brick work required in formation of foot-paths, wood 
fencing and iron fencing, for Gorgie Housing Scheme 
for T.C. Mr. James A. Williamson, City Architect, 
City Chambers, Edinburgh. 

SEPTEMBER 1,—Tangier.— EARTHWORKS.—Construc- 
tion of earthwork on the Arbaona section of the 
Tangier-Fez Railway. Department of Overseas- Trade, 
35, Old Queen-street, S.W. 

SEPTEMBER 3.—Northallerton.—RESURFACING.—For 
resurfacing in tarred slag macadam two miles of 
Northallerton to Thirsk main road, for the North 
Riding of Yorkshire C.C. County Surveyor, County 
Hall, Northallerton. 

SEPTEMBER 3.—Wood Green.—-RO0A08.—Construction 
of footpaths, &c., on the Council’s Housing Estate in 
Durnsford-road and Bounds Green-road. Surveyor, 
Town Hall, Wood Green. Deposit £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 6.—Birmingham.—WATER SUPPLY.— 
Providing and laying of 12,900 lineal yards of cast-iron 
water pipes, 1}in. to 3in., oe, for the T.C. Town 


ROAD, 


Mr. 


m. Deposit 


-_ ffice, Council House, Birmingha 
8. 

SEPTEMBER 7.—Cheltenham.—SEWER.—Construction 
of sewer at Prestbury, for the R.D.C. Mr. G, H. 
Phillott, architect, 31, Promenade, Cheltenham. 
Deposit £1 is, 


EPTEMBER 7.—Stockton.—-SEWERAGE WORKS.— 
Construction of sewerage works at Billingham, for the 
R.D.C. Mr. F. W. H. Stileman, engineer, Erimus 
Chambers, Queen’s Square, Middlesbrough. Deposit 
£5 5s. 

SEPTEMBER 7.—Whitchurch.—STREETS.—Street_im- 
provement works in Bishop’s-road (part of), Whit- 
church, for the Llandaff and Dinas Powis R.D.C. 
Mr. William Farrow, Surveyor, Park House, 20, Park- 
place, Cardiff. 

SEPTEMBER 8,—Southend-on-Sea.— ROADS.—Making 
up of various roads, for the T.C. Mr. R. H. Dyer, 
Borough Engineer, Southend-on-Sea. Deposit £2. — 

SEPTEMBER 19.—Farnham.—SEWERS.—Construction 
of sewers, &c., for the U.D.C. Surveyor, Council 
Offices, South-street, Farnham. Deposit £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 17.—Uruguay.—WATER AND DRAINAGE 
WorKS.—Construction of water and drainage works at 
San Jose. Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen-street, 8.W. 


29.—Keighley.— FILTER.—Construction of © 
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Competitions. 
(See Competition News, page 248.) 


Auction Sales, Tenders, etc, 


AUGUST 31.—London, S.E. 1.—Mr. Frank T. Bowen 
will sell at_the North Camberwell Progressive Club 
352, St. James’-road, 8.E.1, Second portion of 
salvage stock of imported timber. Auctioneers 
62a, Aldersgate-street, London, E.C. 1. ‘ 

AvGuUSsT 31.— Wilts.—Messrs. Teagle & fons wil] 
sell, at the King’s Arms Hotel; Malmesbury, private 
villa residence and garden, together with a 
set of well-lighted workshops, stores and offices, 
Auctioneers, Little Somerford, and 61, Market-place 
Chippenham, Wilts. - 

SEPTEMBER 5.—Bramley, MHants.—Messrs. Sim- 
mons & Sons will sell, by direction of the Disposal 
Board, at Bramley ‘Stores, Bramley, Hants., adjoining 
Bramley Station, G.W.R. (4 miles from Basingstoke, 
12 from Reading), materials, stores, &c. Auctioneers, 
39, Belgrave-street, Reading and Henley-on-Thames 
and Basingstoke. 

SEPTEMBER 15,.—Ascot.—Messrs. Knight, Frank & 
Rutley will sell at The Royal Ascot Hotel, Ascot, 
Freehold Building Land and Small Properties, being the 
remaining portion of the Englemere Hill Estate, com- 
prising about 18 acres. Auctioneers, 20, Hanover- 
square, London, W. 1. 

SEPTEMBER 27.—London, E.C.—Mr. Frederick 
Brown Gurney, of the firm of Messrs. Rutley, Vine « 
Gurney, the person appointed by Mr. Justice Peterson 
will sell, at the London Auction Mart, the estate o 
Charles Townley (deceased), situate Orwell, Cambs, 
—, 6, George-street, Euston-road, London, 


Public Appointments. 


Avaust 26.— London. — Visiting Teachers re- 
quired by the L.C.C.—Metal plate, building con- 
struction, painting and decorating; also permanent 
teacher at School of Building Preference will be 
given to candidates who have served or attempted to 
serve with H.M. Forces. Education Officer (T.14), 
Education Offices, Victoria Embankment, W.C.2. 

* SEPTEMBER 7.—Essex.—Chief Assistant, Town 
Planning Section, required in the office of the Borough 
Engineer and Surveyor, by the County Borough 
Council. Mr. Robt. H. Dyer, Borough Engineer and 


. Surveyor, Southend-on-Sea. 


v— 





New Cinema near Doncaster. 
Messrs. Swift Bros. and Haslam, of South 
Elmsall, are the contractors for a new cinema 
now being built at Balby, near Doncaster. 


A Builder’s Estate. 
The late Mr. John Henry Cox, builder, of 
Coventry, left estate valued at £14,821. 


The Institution of Electrical Engineers. 

At a meeting of the Privy Council held at 
Buckingham Palace on August 10 the petition 
of the Institution of Electrical Engineers for 
a Royal Charter of Incorporation was approved, 
and a Royal Charter has now been granted. 
His Majesty the King has also been graciously 
pleased to intimate his willingness to become 
Patron of the Institution. 

The Cost of Building. 

In a letter to the Press, referring to the report 
of the Committee on the Cost of Building 
Working-Class Dwellings (see p. 264),Mr. William 
Woodward, F.R.I.B.A., says all thoughtful 
persons are looking forward to bad times in the 
coming winter, but, speaking of the building 
trade, if the men will consent to work reasonably 
in the hours for which they are paid to work 
there need be no fear of unemployment in that 
trade. Tens of thousands of pounds sterling are, 
h2 says, resting in the pockets of building-owners, 
ready to be disbursed if only those most 
concerned will listen to reason. 


German Debts. 


The attention of British subjects resident 
in this country, who have pre-war debts owing 
to them from branches outside Germany of 
German undertakings whose head office is in 
Germany, is drawn by the Board of Trade 
to the fact that apart from their remedy against 
the branch they may be entitled to claim pay- 
ment alternatively from the head office through 
the Enemy Debts Clearing Office. In the 
event of there being any doubt as to recovery 
of such debts from the branch, British creditors 
will be well advised to file a claim against the 
head office With the Enemy Debts Clearing 
Office, Cornwall House, London, S.E.1.— It 
is essential, -however, that any such claims 
should be received by the Clearing Office before 
September 30. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS.* 


(Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by Inquiry. 
Since our last issue various revisions have been made.— Ed.) 


BRICKS, &c, 


Per 1,000 Sepette. » 1g Thames 
up on Bri 
Beet DA 65 oscacéwissnssovete a, P 
Per 1000, Delivered ed at London Goods Siations. 


Flettons ...... $17 0 Best Biu 
a - e 


Ps 
1 6 


t ‘Stour- Pressed Staf- 
bridge Fire fordshire ... 1119 0 
DINE 60s6ce 12 14 O Do. Bullnose .. 12 ? . 
pacsen teak Blue Wire Cuts 10 
Best White, D’ble Str’tch’rs 37 0 0 
ivory, and D’ble Headers 34 9 0 
Salt Glazed One Side and 
Stretchera .. 2810 0 two Ends .. 38 0 0 
Headers....... 28 0 G0 Two Sides and 
Quoins,  Bull- one End 39 0 0 
nose and 4$in, Splays an 
ere 3% 0 0 Squinte..... 36 10 
Second Quality, £1 per 1,000 less than best. Cream 


and buff, £2 extra over white. 


Other colours, Hard 
Glaze, £5 10s. extra over — 


d. 
Thames Ballast eeeeeeee 16 6 ard ; 
eee te = "s ” | delivered 
Thames Sand ..... ia’ Sar 2 miles 
Best Washed Sand...... 21 6 ,, 45 radius 
fin. Shingle for Ferro- Padding- 
Concrete .....- ices Ee 2 (es ton. 
¢ in. o- 90 ee 
Per ton, dellvered in er % area. P 
s. 4. 
Best Portland Cement ..... ow Os ae. OR .S 
80/6 alongside at Vauxhall in 80-ton lots. 
Ferrocrete per ton extra on above... 10 0 


Best Ground Blue Lias Lime 312 6at rly. depot. 

NOTE.—The cement or lime Is exclusive of the ordinar: 
charge for sacks. The sacks are charged at 4 
each and credited at 2s. each if returned in good 
condition within three months. 

Grey Stone Lime ...... 748, Od. per ton delivered. 

Stourbridge Fireclay in s’cks 44s. 8d. per ton at rly. dpt. 


STONE. 


Bath SToNE—delivered in railway trucks at 8. 4. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 
South Lambetn, G.W.R.. per ft. cube...... 3 23 

Do. do. delivered in ta weve at Nine 
Eims, L. & 8.W.R.. per ft- cube .......... 3 53 

Do. do. delivered on road wagons at Nine Elms 
Depot 3 63 

PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, L.& 8.W.R., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W. R., and Westbourne Park, 
Paddington, G. Ww J, WEE Oh. GED is cose 4 11} 

Do. do. delivered on road wagons at above 

~ stations, per ft. cube... ......--scccccee 5 03 

White basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra. 

Norg.—#4d., ft. ‘cube extra for every foot over 20 ft 

average, and 3d. beyond 30 ft. 

York STONE, BLUE—Robin Hood Quatity. 

Delivered at any Goods Station London. 8. ad 

Scappled random blocks ....... Per Ft. Cube 14 5 

6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 


Cee ew meee ee ee eee ee eee sees eeee 





OP 1h. GUNES io acccustgeesees PerFt.Super 9 0 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto ........ - 10 1 
8 in. — two sides slabs (random sizea) ,, 311 
2 in. 2% in. sawn one side slabs 

es CD cccdcus gwenGebsreres - 2 5 
TS te, bo Bi; GH: GD os ccc eseccs in 2 0 
Harp YorK— 

Delivered at any Goods Station London. 
Scappled random blocks ........ Per Ft.Cube 9 8 
6 in. sawn two sides landing to wae pre 40ft. 

St rer r Per Ft.Super 8 6 
6 in. rubbed two sides ditto .......... % 10 4 
4in. sawn two sides slabs (random sizes) ,, 411 
3 in. ditto, ditto 4 0 
2 in. self-faced random flags ..Per Yard Super 12 2 

WOOD. 
GOOD BUILDING DEAL, 

Inches = 8. 

_ x 0 standard 
4 x 45 oo : 
4x 40 0 P 
3 35 (0 pa 
8 x 32 0 - 
8 x 30 0 “ 
23 x . 30 0 ‘. 
3 x 28 0 a 
3 x 50 0 ~ 
s + 60 0 - 
8 x 42 0 ss 
23 x 44 0 r 
8 x ‘ Oe e 
3 x sascceonves’ 40-0 z 
PLANED SOARES. 
SM 8&2 .cSetcesGoosecsenses 0 = 
SR © ..wchasiestebeteswes 80 0 > 
PLAIN EDGE FLOORING, 
Inches a 

eee wenden pesanese deusiesees /6 r square 

seatie: spnenenss tonttertve - Sar wrs o 
1g "TT tttteeeseeececeecseeees See ®, 

teeee Seeseeeeeeeeeee ee ee eee 5/- 
if Rceend stédblabvaadeteaeiets ae “ 


“ oNGUED AND GROOVED FLOORING, 
1 


1 FPPC CCP e OSES EE SESE SECO OE SE 


ee eT ed 


#20 00 me 08 as Me 0.8 00 0:0 00 OO ee 45/e= a 





WOOD (Continued). 
MATCHINGS (BEST). 


Inches 
0 V664.54 COSeEd abndeces eevee 21/- per square 
dscoumea sédipbetioenusdasts ae ad 
hehe nbdiekvebewssddh chiens 30/- ” 
BATTENS. 
Inches 8. d. 
Re 1D isn bssssisseockonesoas 3 6 per 100 ft, 
SAWN LATHS. 
DORN nS ss < oSs00000 aise © & Se 
Dry Wainscot Oak, per ft. 
gauet, a0 tock Sabina 02 6 to Oo 8 0 
Zin do. do. O08 110;to O 2 6 
Dry Mahogany—Honduras, 
Tabasco, African, per 
ft. super, as incn ee eS oe oe 
Cuba Mahogany ........ 03 6 to O04 0 
‘Teak (Rangoon, Mouimein 
or Java). perload.. .. 5210 0 to 55 0 0 
American Whitewood 
planks. perft:cube .. 0916 0 to O18 0 
Best Scotch Glue, per . 10 0 0 to — 
Liquid Glue, per cwt.. 5 8 0 to 615 0 


SLATES. 


ist quality slates from Bangor or Portmadoc in 


truck load delivered London area. Per 1,000 “=. 1,200. 





d. 
Best Blue Bangor Slates, 24 by 12 9 
. 22 by 1 2 0 
First. “quality” a» 22 by \ 0 
“ 20 by 12.. 0 
Best Blue Portmadoc 20 by 10. 0 
” ” 18 by 10 0 
First quality _,, is by 9 0 
“ va 16 by 10 0 
en “ | aaa 0 

Per 1,000 
TILES, f.o.r. London, 
Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or .£ a. d. 
Staffordshire district....-........2-+-- - 215 O 
Ditto hand-made ditto.............. 810 0 
Camas GAAS oc cccccccccecssvces oie? Ce 
Hip and valley tiles (per dozen) ........ «.om-s 


METALS. 
JOISTS, GIRDERS, &C., TO LONDON STATION = ry 
8. ° 
R. S. Joists, cut and fitted ........ so EES a 
Plain Compound GENES os cccvcctecce 25 0 0 
al Stanchions ........ 27 0 0 
Oi tA og, ccacackscntetds 32 0 0 


Wrovugut-IkoN TUBES AND FITTINGS— 


(Discount off List for lot of not less than £15 net 


value delivered direct from works. 


5 per cent. less 


above gross discounts, carriage forward if sent 


from London = ) 


Fittings. 
4” to a", Oo to 6”, +” to 2”, 22” to 6”, 
GaBeercoess —25 —80 .. —30 —37} 
Water .. —l 33 “a f = —36 
team — 3 _ — —32% 
Galv'd Gas — 5 —10 .. —22} —30 
» Water + 7 + 14 .. —I17% —27} 
. Steam +20 +123 —12}4 —25 
L.C.C. COATED SOIL PipeEs—London Prices ex works, 


Bends, stock Branches, 


— angles. stock angles. 
Py. $F. FO 
2 in. r yd. in 6 fte.. 2 
3 ia. ie a ee. 47 
3 n. - os : 42. ha 7 8 
Ha t i” Ss eee me eee “10 0 
Saaeeen PIPES, &o. Bends, stock Branches, 
Pipe. angles. stock angles. 
ei fire .%% 
in, d, in 6fts. plain ° d 
aia game co - 42 
3 in. Fe te os : : ‘ : . : 
ho - o> Soe. wee 7 0 
L.C.C. DRAIN PIPRs. —9 ft. a London Prices, 
per yd.: ¢in., 10/3. ..5im., 12/8... 6in. 14/9, 
‘ Per er ton in London, 
On— £ 8s. d. 
a Oc ctedans:. ri 0 to 20 0 O 
Staffordshire Crown Bars — 
good merchant quality 20 0 0 .. 21 0 0 
Staffordshire * Marked 
ie Se ee Th i a se 
Mild Steel Bars ........ 17 10 0 . 1810 0 
Steel Bars. Ferro-Concrete 
quality, basis — ee Hi ¥ 4 — as 8 . 
Iron, basis price .. ee 
— », Galvanised " os mst = & FC SG 
Soft Steel Sheets, Black— 
sizes to 20 ae 2 ae ee 
ae sd » » 24. 4 4 . ~ a. 2 
, 29 0 0 
Sheets Fiat Best Bott Stee C. i & CA. quality— 
nary sizes, y 
oe to 3ft. to 20 g. $3 0 0 ee 34 00 
Ordinary sizes, 6ft. by 
2ft. to 3ft. td g. 
and 24¢...... eee % 00 =. 86 
Ordinary sizes, 6ft. by 
2ft. to aft. to 26 g.. 36 0 0 88 0 0 
Flat and Ma ear Corrugated Sheets— 
nary sizes, 6 ft. to 
BOE. . .<ocevses m2. 0: &' wR’ s' 6s 
ri si 6 
Onte g, and 24¢g o> 0° ea OO @ 
Ordinary sizes, 
oft. 2 ag. eeoveeeee 80 0 0 ote 82 0 


METALS (Continued). 
Rie’ ton in ae BX 


Sheets Galvanised Flat, Best pe z 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 
6ft. by 2ft. to 3ft. to 


20g. and thicker .. 83 0 0 oe 3. 
Best Soft Steel sooo, 

22 g. and 2 i oe OO = RSS 
Best Soft Steel Shests, 

TL ELD ire 6D: .:-20 <a 219 

Cut Naik, Sin. to Gin. .. 32 0 O 33 0 0 


(under 3in. usual trade extras.) 
METAL, WINDows—Standard sizes suitable for com- 
plete houses, including all fittings, painting = 
coats, and delivery to job, average price about 38 


per foot super. 
LEAD, &c. 
Delivered in London, 
er” xy English,4lb. £ 8. 4 


seuivecssoes GME SS. te = 

Pipe in set Scoee 8D < _- 
a 66s enenee.. cn RK. be —_ 
Cocos Jt eeeex 4010 0 .., _ 


OTE—Country delivery, 30s. per ton extra ; lots under 
. ont. a Gd. per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 28. 
wt. extra 


Old lead, ex London area, 
at Mills ...... eies } a0 o0.. rt 
Do., ex country, corsteg? } 21 0 0 — 
forwatd...... per - 
CoprpER— 
Strong Sheet....per Ib. 0 2 3 .. ied 
ee ek thee at 024 .. _ 
Copper nails ....  ,, 028 .. ae 
Copper wire .... ,, © 8 6 « - 
TiIN—English Ingots ,, 6110 .. - 
SOLDER—Piumbers’ ,, 0 011 —_ 
Tinmen’s........ wet 012 .. se 
Blowpipe ...... 6 2 6 op <t 
GLASS. 


ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES AND IN SQUARES IN ORDINARY Per re 


Per Ft. 
15 os. fourths .... wa. $2o0z. fourths .... 108d. 
os. MED cncoce a) thirds ...... .1/- 
21 ,, fourths .... oh. Fluted, Obscured and 
ap out aone o Enamelied Sheet, 
26 ,, fourthe .. . sd. 15 oz. 7a 
a6 WEED sh scce 94d, 21, 


Extra price. according to size and substance for 


squares cut from stock, 
ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE IN CRATES OF STOCK 


SIZES. Per Ft. 
+ Rolled plate ............ occcccocee coves 53d. 
ie CI ccdnic ke cee gag 840ae sieasenie 6¢d. 
S Pes 6 cee ontnedncesiesuonsnneeen 7id 


Figured go Oxford Rolled, Baltic, Oceanic, 
Arctic, sti ppolyte, and small and large 
1 


DEED <svocechcceiteseedaees 
DORR TENE cn cccccccccccccccesooceses 99d, 

OE inn cttncostaddtiinnetiaied 63d. 

White Rolled Cathedral...........-.++++- 64d, 

Tinted i. sesnneg ee anaes ot 72d. 

Cast Plate is id. extra on the price of rough rolled. 
PAINTS, &c. £8. d. 
Raw arene ~s 2 a ares + per gallon 9 3 10 
i arrels..... oo 0 311 
wi pe - in @ rums .... é 040 
Boiled ,, » in barrels.... pas 0 4 8 
» in drums .... e 04 4 
Turpentine in barrels......... . a 0 5611 
in drums (10 gall.) . ...o 3 
Genuine Ground English White Lead, per ton59 15 0 
(In not less than 5 cwt. casks.) 
GENUINE WaITeE LEAD PAINT— 
“Father Thames,” “ Nine Elms,” 
“Park.” “Supremus” and other best 

~ (in 14 Ib. tins) not less than 5 ewt. 

AED coccccsocevecess per tondelivered 8215 0 
Red Lead, Dry (packages extra) .. per tov 41 0 O 
Best Linseed Oil Putty cecocces per cewt. 017 6 
Filoedl ....cccccdece oes bee e+. per cwt, O15 & 
Size. X D Quality........++..+e0% fkn. O 5 9 


Per gallon, 
£8 d 


VARNISHES, &c. 


Oak Varnish... .cccaccccccces: ccc Eide 0.15. 0 
Fine ditto ....... Seveesed des .. ditto 017 2 
Fine Copal ....-seecceeees eeecece itte . 2 oe 
Pale Copal ...ecereescecees coccce Gitto 1 8 6 
Pale Copal Carriage ..,.......+ --- ditto 1 4°46 
Best errr FE EA ae ditto 114 6 
Floor Varnish... .occicecccccccce -.. Inside 0 10 O 
Fine Pale Paper ....0..+seeee0- --- ditto 013 0 
Fine Copal Cabinet ............. oe ditto 1 2 6 
Fine Copal flatting .........-.+0s . ditto 10 6 
Hard drying Oak .........-e0e8. . ditto 018 0 
Fine Hard drying Oak ............ ditto 019 Oo 
Fine Copal Varnish ........++.++. ditto 1 U0 6 
Pale GRO ciccdecovccccoccce -- ditto 1 2 6 
Best GOD ns 000000080464 s000c0 0g eee. ATO 
Best Japan ett GRIDS cacccencncaconduees «0 ULe 
Best Black Japan thetese Soe 
Oak and Mabceany Stain’ (water) oocd ‘ve DO y.a6 
Brunswick Black ...ccccccescccccccseee O11 D 
Berlin Blaok....... peteniees oceecne ae Fy 
Knotting (patent) .......e.sseseceeeeees 116 0 
French an —— RERCELGL hecssdensee’ @ 2:6 

Liquid Dryets in Terebine ........+++++ 018 6 
ines TE DEEL ic a0 66.6600-05.6025.00 J Ae 





* The information given on this page has been 
specially compiled for TuH& BUILDEt and is copy right. 

ur aim in this lististo give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highe:t 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of this information. 
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BUILDING WORK IN LONDON.*— 


Digging and throwing or wheeling and filling carts, s. d. 
and carting away to shoot—6 ft. deep . peryardcube 18 0 
Se OEE  bcnad descr sdesenncsss seo pees a ji 1 10 
Add for every additional depth of 6 ft. ........ io + ye 
Planking and strutting to trenches ............ perfoot super 0O 7 
Do. to sides of excavation, including shoring - ma :s 
CONCRETOR. 
Portland cement concrete in foundation 1 to6 .. per yardcube 60 0 
Add if in underpinning in short lengths ........ ‘“~ - 9 6 
Add if in floors 6 in. thick ........... ha gcaineleia - - 3 10 
Add.if in beams ......c%.s.... a. edaed ie pa 4 9 
Add if aggregate 1: 2: Bisecie Wistectaceess ”» 14 3 
Add for <> ple not aman 164. beyond the 
first 10 ft. CoCo reser ecesesesecses ° ” ” 4 3 
BRICKLAYER. 
Reduced brickwork in lime mortar and Fletton £ «.:4 
Briel 6.0200 Se céseccccoedicvedoosess ee perrod 4710 0 
Sls ca nuevncsonecddiedsencere ‘a 1117 6 
Add if in Staffordshire blues ..............4. ee o 32 16 6 
Add if in Portland cement and sand ......... : = 410 0 
FACINGS. 
Extra for facing in English or Flemish bond for 
every 10s. per 1,000 over the price of the com- 
AINE EEE Sceessessa-cetnaausales «seee. perft. super 0 O 1} 
POINTING. 
Neat flat strucks or weathered joint...... besess ue 00 8 


XRCHES. 
Extra only to the price of ordinary brickwork :— 


Fair external in half brick rings .........+.0++ 99 =» 0 O 11% 
Aned in st0ekts ....ccccaceces pelbepehiesess< » » 011i 
Rubbed and gauged jointed in putty camber or 
segmental Cee eee rere ereeesseeeeeeansese ” ” 0 6 8 
SUNDRIES. 


Damp course in double course of slates breaking 


joint and bedded in Portland cement ...... 5 » 01 6 
Setting ordinary register grates and stoves .... each 1 2 6 
Setting kitchener, including forming flues, &c., 

with all necessary fire bricks .......... oes ” 6 5 0 

ASPHALTER. s. d. 

Half-inch horizontal damp course ..... ceoeeee Poryardsup. 8 0 

Three-quarter-inch vertical damp course ...... ”  » 14 3 

One inch on flats in two thicknesses............ ” on 12 0 

Angle fillet ...... pedgeessdooepecseiceseesve per foot run 0 3 

Skirting and fillet 6 in. high ............ coocce | 0” 1 6 

MASON. 

York stone templates fixed ............+...+. perfootcube 19 9 

York stone sills fixed .........ccceeeccoes coe ” o” 31 6 

Bath stone and all labour fixed .......+.++-+: » 15 0 

Portland stone fixed ........cccceceeeees jews + 23 0 

SLATER. 

Welsh 16 in. x 8 in. 3 in. lap, including nails.... per square 98 0 
Do. 20in.x1l0in. Do. Do. thee » 115 0 
Do. 24in.xi2in. Do. Do. os 117 6 

CARPENTER AND JOINER. 
Fir framed in plates i cidinwld atacand aihetereaie aO%e per foot cube 7 0 
Do. SEN. npatebebebeseseconsoss o - 8 0 
Do. roofs, floors and partitions 2 eee mH om 9 3 
Do. trusses ........ ee rdcccceacovesove ” o” 1 A 9 
a 1’ | Y 

Deal rough close boarding ...... per sq. | 42/- | 48/- | 56/- 3 /- 

Flat centering for concrete floor, in- s. d. 

cluding struts or hangers. .. ecccccccvcccoces 63 0 

Do. tobeams ........ Ce ccc et ft. GBP. cc cccccccccccces 1 6 
Centres for arches ......... pean Poe Bade re heb epee 2 0 
Gutter boards and beams........ 4, ee eeceeeeecccees 1 8 

FLOORING ary we ae | 1° 
Deal-edges shot .............. per sq. 54/- | 64/- | 74/- 
Do. tongued and grooved ...... ps 60/- | 72/- | 80/- 
Do. matchings ...........00. ge 45/- | 55/- 

Moulded skirting, including back- 

ings and grounds .......... perft.sup.| 2/—| 2/3| 2/9 | 3/3 

SASHES AND FRAMES. 8. d. 

One-and-a-half moulded sashes or casements .... a foot super 1 11 

Two Do. Do. Do. eee ” ” 2 43 

Add for fitting and fixing .................. »  » 0 6 

Deal-cased frames with 1 in. inner and outer 

linings, 1} in. pulley stiles tongued to linings, 

hard wood sills with 2 in. moulded sashes in 

squares double hung, double hung with pul- 

leys, lines and weights; averagesize........ 9» 9» 4 il 

DOORS. 1h"| 137] 2° 

Two-panel square framed .......... .-perft.sup.| 2/6| 2/9] 2/11 

Four-panel Do. eeeeerereeeeee ? 2/10 3/2 3/5 

Two-panel moulded both sides ........ * 3/2 | 3/5] 3/8 

Vou-yeal Do. Dov -sccowees ws 3/6 | 3/9| 4/- 


* These prices apply to new peseatage only. 
ployers’ 


percentage a 1% should be added for 





cover superintendence by foreman and carry a profit of 10% on the prime cost without establish 
Tunes and National Health and Unemployment Acts and from 1s. 6d. per £100 for Fire Insurance. 
information given on this page is copyright. 





CARPENTER AND JOINER—continued. - ‘6 
FRAMES. 



































s. d, 
Deal wrot moulded and rebated ..........-.+.perfootcube 19 9 
i of 1}’ l rl P 
Plain deal jamb linings framed ...... perft.sup.} 2/1 | 2/3 | 2/6 
Deal shelves and bearers ........ oe ~ 1/10} 2/-| 2/1 
Add if cross tongued ........-+++6- 2» 2d. | 2d. 2d. 
STAIRCASES. 
Deal treads and risers in and * 13” | 14°] 2” | 23° 
including rough brackets ...... 3/2:-| 3/10) 4/5; — ss 
Deal strings wrot in both 
sides and framed ........+2.: 4/3 | 4/6; — — a 
x. d, 
Housings for steps and risers ..... p Sve vecesee each 0 ll} 
Deal balusters, lin. x ld im. .........- 2 ee eens per ft. run. 0 9 
Mahogany handrail; average 3in.x3in. ...... ” » 6 0 
BGS TE POMBO 6 oo eva docdocdssccesvvveceees *» ” ll 10 
BOG TE WECRCONG . o 0ccccdonensvecs Cea ti¥ pe cece ad at 23 9 
FIXING ONLY IRONMONGERY (INCLUDING SCREWS). 
6 in. barrel bolts .......... S$dio:p:Riim locks... 0... ec eee 2/44 
Sash fasteners ...... . 14d. BeOrtene DED bn cccccccces 5/3 
Casement fasteners ........ 1/5 | Patent spring hinges and 
Casement stays..........-. 1/2 letting in to floor and 
Cupboard locks .......... 1/5 making good .......... 19/- 
FOUNDER AND SMITH. s. d. 
BeaTeS GORE FOES oon csc gweeccccccccccccsccsscceces perewt.25 0 
Plain compound girders ..........-.++eeeeeeeeeeeeee om 28 0 
Do. I, eile caste nescus secsuee ne a 31 0 
PE NEE, G.c'p:4 win 6s Cae ints seh CON > ERRi cee seen . 36 0 
RAIN- WATER GOODS. 
3” 4” 5” 6” 
Half-round plain rebated joints . ft. run} 1/11) 2/43) 3/7 { 4/- 
Ogee Do. Do. - 2/44} 3/1 | 3/10} 4/9 
Rain-water pipes with ears ...... *” 2/9 | 3/7 
Extra for shoes and bends ...... each | 4/4] 5/11 
Do. stopped ends .......... - L/1l] 2/44) 3/7] 4/- 
Do. nozzles for inlets ...... a 2/2 | 2/7 | 3/10| 4/3 
PLUMBER. s. 2 
Milled lead and laying in flashings and gutters ...... percwt. 58 0 
Do. Do. DMT swik acs ss wene ee swoe me 54 0 
Extra labour and solder in coated cesspools ........ each 7 4 
Welt joint ..ncccccccccccccccvccccccscccsevcces perft.run. 0 6 
Soldered seam ...... PiNCAERARA ANS COERCION -— 1 10} 
Copper nailing ....... nee aekneeebalenans ibemawwuss -. 0 7 
os 8 = 7” + ag 1}” 9” 4” 
Drawn lead waste perft.run| lld. | 1/7 | 1/10 | 3/3 | 4/- 
Do. service ,, 1/6 | 2/— | 2/4 | 3/8 
Do. soil ee 6/6 
Bends in lead pipe each 3/5 8/7 
Soldered stop ends ,, 1/3 1/9 | 2/2 | 3/- | 3/8 
Red lead joints .... ,, lld. | 1/— | 1/4 | 2/- | 2/6 5/1 
Wiped soldered joints ,, 3/- | 3/8 | 4/3 | 5/2 | 6/10} 10/3 
Lead traps and clean- 
ing screws ...... ” 15/4 |20/6 
Bib cocks and joints ..,, 7/1 |10/8 | 17/1 |45/6 
Stop cocks and joints ,, 17/1 |19/— | 28/6 {71/3 
PLASTERER. s. d 
Render, float and set in lime and hair .......... per yardsup. 3 2 
Do. Do. Sirapite eeocccccccccoes ” ” 3 7 
Do. Do. WES £36004 005000s000 ”» ” 49 
I bnnk chindscesencx0Gietenssee — i ll 
Add metal lathing ...............00: ott. « “a 3 4 
Portland cement screed .........ccccccccccces ” ” 2 9 
Do. plain SONG 1 a.go Nag eiReee eaelaee ae eeee ” ” 4 6 
Mouldings in plaster ..............00. eadauee ce perlgirth 90 3 
One-and-a-half granolithic pavings ............ per yard sup. 6 7 
GLAZIER. 
SE GR GRE TIE 65 00 cco ceennsecpseceensstves per foot sup. | 4 
26 OZ. Do. Coeccereseceeseseseceeseeee® ” ” 1 7 
ss cae wdncensse ¥bebeceenense » * 1 9 
SOR. COI TINS oes eicscnsccccccccegvebsbens »” ” - 
} in. rough rolled or cast plate ............000- ” »” 1 1 
4 in. wired cast plate ...........c.e00e ivaleawe * ” 17 
PAINTER. a d 
Preparing and distempering, 2 coats .......... per yard sup. 1 5 
ee PTT eee ” ” l 
OE rr ere ” ” 1 9 
Do. EE 2694 c0cascctict@usewduuns »» ” 2 3 
Do. ST Sten sccivdontaaiaaswnuais ~ «2 3 0 
Do. MEE «cs a watpaxtekaanehne cet ” ” 3 10 
Graining COSHH OHCOHHOS Eee cceseceecseeeseeeesee ” ” 2 10 
Sey oe eer oe ee CPPS see ” ” 2 4 
Sizing CCH HOSEHEH EEE oEreeerccepeeeeceeeeeee® ” ” 0 4 
Flatting CORO E CES Errrereseseeesesgseoeeesere®s ” ” 0 9 
Enamel COCO SEE eeeereceescesececessoeeseee® ” ” 1 il 
WIE = 000 vec ccccudectgvcsvecesesess per foot sup. 0 10) 
PEE Sh 0nsveccbhecececedocesensese -. - 1 8 
Preparing for and hanging paper ............-- per piece 2/—to 5/- 


ment charges. A 
The whole of the 
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Aucust 26, 1921.] 


PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS 
AND OTHER WORKS.* 


In these lists care is taken to ensure the 
accuracy of the information given, but it may 
occasionally happen that, owing to building 
owners taking the responsibility of commencing 
work before plans are finally approved by the 
local authorities, ‘‘ proposed’’ works, at the 
time of publication, have been actually com- 
menced. Abbreviations: T.C. for Town 
Councit; U.D.C. for Urban District Council ; 
R.D.C. for Rural District Council; E.C. for 
Education: Committee; B.G. for Board of 
Guardians; I,.C.C. for London County Council ; 
B.C. for Borough Council; and P.C. for Parish 
Council. 


ATTLEBOROUGH.—Plans for a cinema for Mr. F. 
Young have been submitted to the District Council 
for approval. 

BARNSLEY.—An application by the T.C. to borrow 
£13,500 for water mains, £2,100 for public conveniences, 
and £300 for cattle market purposes, has been the 
subject of an inquiry. 


BIRMINGHAM.—The T.C. has sanctioned the erection 


of a mission hall at Harborne. 

BLACKPOOL.—Plans approved by Building Plans 
Committee of T.C.: Bungalow, E. Wright, Brierley- 
avenue ; two bungalows, J. England & Son, Norwood- 
place ; four houses, E. Mason, Grange-road ; bungalow, 
—E. Camm, Bispham-road; bungalow, Harrison 
Smith, Sussex-road ; bungalow, C. & J. Isles, Bispham- 
road; four houses, J. Garside, Grenfell-avenue ; 
bungalow, G. F. Boyce, Argyle-road ; two bungalows, 
G. Slater, Hemingway; two houses, H. G. Parker, 
Mere-road; two bungalows, J. Midgley, Lightwood- 
avenue; four houses, J. Midgley, Hemingway; two 
houses, J. England & Son, off Red Bank-road ; two 
houses, J. England & Son, new street, Bispham ; house 
and shop, A. J. Laid, Waterloo-road ;_ bungalow, Ww. 
Rimmer, Hemingway ; two houses, E. Mason, Grange- 
road; bungalow, J. Warburton, Lightwood-avenue ; 
house, M. Iddon, Westminster-road ; bungalow, E. C. 
Boden, Alexandra-road, Bispham; two houses, G. 
Slater, Hemingway; bungalow, J. Lawley, Peddars- 
lane: four houses, T. Bannister, Warbreck-drive and 
Richmond-place ; seven houses, Graham & Hargreaves, 
new street; bungalow, H. Wilkinson, Bispham-road ; 
house and shop, C. Hague, Bispham-road ; bungalow, 
Mrs. F. Pickup, Bispham-road ; two houses, J. Tolmaer, 
St. Annes-road ; four houses, E. Sheard, Westminster- 
road; house, Potts & Pickford, Osbourne-road ; two 
houses, H. F. Keighly, Portland-road ; eleven houses, 
S$. Kerfoot, Dutton-road ; six bungalows, Hargreaves 
& Emery, Kingsdown-avenue, Lytham-road ; house, 
H. Grimshaw, Anchorsholme-lane; four houses, E. 
Cardwell & Bros., Vicarage-lane. 

BOLSOVER.—The U.D.C. has received the sanction 
of the Housing Commissioner to begin at once the 
erection of eight non-parlour houses at £686 4s. each, 
and 22 parlour houses at £738, 16s, 10d. each, including 
fencing, footpaths, and drains. 

BRIERLEY HILL.—The U.D.C. is applying for sanc- 
tion to an amended scheme for the erection of 50 houses 

CANNoCcK.—The U.D.C. is applying for loans of 
£36,000 for the erection of bungalows, £1,700 for 
street works, and £400 for sewering. 

CLACTON-ON-SEA.—A scheme for the provision of 
working-class houses is being considered by the U.D.C. 

CoLWyN BAay.—The U.D.C. has approved plans for 
16 new houses. 

DRIFFIELD.—Plans passed by U.D.C.: Three 
houses, Victoria-road, for Mr. A. Leason. 

HastInes — Conversion of 25, Chapel Park-road into 
two maisonettes, for Mr. F. W. Hamilton: addition 
to stores, 49, Bohemia-road, for E. Smith & Son; 
drainage work at two bungalows in Fairlight-road, 
for Mr. L. P. Rayner, per Mr. H. W. Coussens, archi- 
tect ; two cottages and mason’s workshop, Old London- 
road, for Mr. J. H. G. Vine, per Mr. J. Hunt, architect ; 
verandah, ‘* West Hill Lodge,” for Mr. H. C. Holman, 
per Mr. T. Salter, builder; three buildings, Brittany- 
road, for Mr. H. J. Beck, per Mr. J. Hunt, architect ; 
and new East Sussex Hospital at Cambridge-road, 
for the Governors and Committee of the East Sussex 
Hospital, per Messrs. Saxon Snell & Spoor, architects. 

HUDDERSFIELD.—The town has received a gift of 
land as a site for its war memorial, which is to take the 
form of a public library and art gallery. 

LONGRIDGE.—Plans_ approved by U.D.C.: Res- 
taurants for Mr. A. Bland and Mr. W. Wilkinson ; 
warehouse, for Mr. W. Duxbury. 

POULTON.— The U.D.C. has passed plans for the 
erection of four houses and nine bungalows. It is 
proposed to alter a local hotel for use as a town hall. 

_SAspEN.— A plan has been submitted to the Parish 
Council for an open-air swimming bath, to cost £1,200. 
A ratepayers’ meeting is to be called to approve the 

ene, ° 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA.— Plans passed by _T.C.: Con- 
Serva‘ory, “* Lydford,”’ Harley-street, for Mrs. Randle ; 
house, Crosby-road, for Mr. A. Davis; garage, 

Terplemore,” Bournemouth Park-road, for Mrs. 
Froom ; house, Branksome-road, for Mr. W. Grigg : 
porch, Lonsdale-road, for Mrs. L. E. Oliver; garage, 
Lord Koberts-avenue, for Messrs. Wiltshire & Bass ; 
two houses, First-avenue, for Mr. P. H. Evans; altera- 
tions and additions, 627, London-road, for Mr. R. 8. 
Fatem ‘2; bungalow, Glenbervie-road, for Mr. W. 

Ox eee 1 and 2, Capel-terrace, for Mr. 

- Varke, 





~~ gpm 
See also our List of Contracts, Competitions, etc. 








SPALDING.—Estimates have been submitted to the 
R.D.C. for the extension of the water scheme to the 
parish of Cowbit. The estimate, which amounted to 
£3,620, was provisionally accepted pending a local 
inquiry 

UswWoRTH COLLIERY.—Sir Wilfred Lawson has sold 
a site for a school to the Durham C.C. 

WEST HARTLEPOOL.—The local war memorial, to 
consist of a Victory Square with monument and 
cottage homes, has received large donations from local 
men, and a start is to be made with the erection of 
16 homes. 


WILLINGTON.—The U.D.C. has approved the 
following plans: Benzol store in Hutton-terrace, for 
the Willington Auto Car Co.; branch store at Oaken- 
shaw, for the Willington te campy Society, Ltd. ; 
and proposed club for Willington ex-Service men. 


FIRES. 
NORTHWICH.—Damage estimated at between £2,000 
and £3,000 has been done by a fire at the works of 
Mr T. Faulkner, Plumbley. 
SELBY.—A large Dutch barn of the Selby Flax 
Cultivation Co. has been destroyed by fire. 


—-— - 


TRADE NEWS. 


Messrs. Alexander Hawkins & Sons (125-8, 
London-road, 8.E.1) have issued an abridged 
sectional catalogue of hardware goods of a 
description suitable for housing schemes and 
similar classes of building work. 

A large selection of the glazing bars manu- 
factured by the British Challenge Glazing Co. 
(Grove Works, Marshgate-lane, Stratford, E. 17) 
is illustrated in a booklet issued by that firm, 
and methods of fixing them are described.. The 
average weight of “Challenge” glazing with 
din. glass is 5 1b. per square foot. 

Messrs. J. A. Crabtree & Co., Ltd., of Walsall, 
have put on the market a new series of electrical 
two-way switches with a quick break on both 
sides. The feature of these quick-make and 
quick-break snap switches are serviceability, 
owing to the materials used, care taken in 
manufacture and the severe tests imposed, 
simplicity of action, and comparatively low cost. 
Also, they are unaffected by vibration. These 
switches are of the tumbler pattern, the move- 
ment consisting of a handle and switch arm, 
both of which rock on a phosphor bronze pin, 
being inter-connected with the necessary spring 
mechanism. The contact clips of hard copper 
are well sunk into the base, and are so designed 
that the parts giving a spring contact are 
remote from the arcing tips, thus avoiding any 
chance of the arc softening the clips. The 
springs are of steel, electro-tinned, and of the 
spiral compression type, supported on a central 
telescopic pin. Tests have been carried out in 
comparison with the ordinary flat switch spring 
which, we are informed, showed that while on 
test the ordinary flat switch springs collapsed 
at from 20,000 to 50,000 operations, the ‘‘ Crab- 
tree” compression springs after being operated 
three million times had still good life. 


o—}—e 


Labour in the Building Industry. 


Sir Kingsley Wood, M.P., Parliamentary 
Secretary to Sir Alfred Mond, Minister of Health, 
in reply to a correspondent who had challenged 
the Government’s statement that there is a 
shortage in building labour, wrote on Monday :— 
“Tt is a fact that there is a labour shortage, and 
we are short of bricklayers. It may be that 
there are some 2,000 bricklayers scattered over 
the country unemployed, but many are not 
ordinarily engaged in the building industry, but 
work in steel works and similar places, There 
is a great shortage of plasterers. We could do 
with 1,300 more plasterers to-day. There are 
at this moment 23,000 houses roofed in, waiting 
for plasterers whom we cannot get. We want at 
least 3,000 more people on different housing 
schemes, and whilst in a certain number of cases 
it may be true to say there is a comparatively 
small number of bricklayers and carpenters out 
of work, unemployment in the building trade is 
practically non-existent. The building op ratives 
ha:e pursued a particularly selfish policy and 
cold-shouldered the efforts that have been made 
to find work for ex-Service men. The true solu- 
tion of the housing problem will not be found 
until provision of houses can be made at an 
economic rent, and not by the subsidising of 
house building out of the rates and taxes.” 
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Housing at Barnsley. 


Plans are being prepared for the erection of 
50 houses on the Huddersfield-road housing site, 
Barnsley. The architects are Messrs. R. & W. 
Dixon, of Eastgate, Barnsley. 

Plans are also being prepared for the erection 
of a further 50 houses on the Huddersfield-road 
housing site, Basnsley, by Messrs Crawshaw 
& Wilkinson, architects, Regent-street, Barnsley. 


A Silver Wedding Celebration. 


A garden party and fete were given in the 
grounds of Emanuel Schiool, Wandsworth 
Common, on Saturday last, by the chairman 
and directors of Messrs. Rawlings Bros., Ltd., 
engineers, and the Rawlplug Co., Ltd., of 
South Kensington. The primary purpose of 
the gathering was to enable the,employees of 
the two firms and other friends to congratulate 
Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Rawlings on the attainment 
of their silver wedding, and to present them 
with mementoes of the occasion. The pre- 
sentations were made in the evening. * 


Proposed Town Plan for London. 


Mr. N. Chamberlain asked the Minister of 
Health in the House of Commons last week 
whether, seeing that the terms of reference to 
the Royal Commission on the Government of 
London made no mention of any town plan, he 
would consider the advisability of authorising 
forthwith the preparation of such a plan, pro- 
viding for the future development of London 
and the surrounding districts, including the lines 
of main roads and the general allocation of 
different areas for the purposes for which they 
were best adapted. Sir A. Mond said he would 
consider how far it would be practicable to 
adopt the suggestion. 


German Debts Under the Peace Treaty, 


The Controller of the Clearing Office 
(Enemy Debts), in view of agreements be- 
tween the British Government and the Belgian 
and French Governments which are now 
awaiting ratification and which apply the 
procedure under Article 296 of the Treaty 
of Versailles relating to pre-war debts to the 
claims of French and Belgian nationals 
resident in this country on January 10, 1920, 
desires to receive at the earliest possible 
moment the names and addresses of such 
claimants, together with the amounts of 
their claims. These claims must be confined 
to debts against German nationals as defined 
by the Article. A copy of the Treaty of 
Peace Order, 1919, containing the text of 
the Article, may be obtained, price 2d., from 
H.M. Stationery Office. 


The Trieste Samples Fair. 


The authorities of the annual Trieste 
Samples Fair, which commences on Septem- 
ber 11, have invited H.M. Government to 
form a British propaganda and information 
bureau. at the Fair A stand has been 
placed at the disposa) of the British Consul- 
General free of charge, and the organisation 
of the Bureau has commenced. Trade 
catalogues, photographs, and general litera- 
ture will be displayed on the stand and 
information supplied in response to com- 
mercial nquiries. The object of the Fair 
authorities in making their offer is to enable 
those British firms who cannot participate 
individually to make known the range of 
their products to the buyers at the Fair. 
There will be no expense to United Kingdom 
firms whose literature is displayed at the 
pee bureau apart from the cost of 
orwarding it to Trieste. So far as possible 
all catalogues, &c., should be in Italian. 
Firms interested should despatch such matter 
by express post not later than September 1 
to the British Consulate General, Trieste, 
marked ‘‘ British Propaganda Bureau.” As 
the space available is somewhat limited, the 
number of catalogues despatched by any one 
firm should not exceed fifty, and of leaflets 
500. 
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TENDERS. 

Communications for insertion under this heading 
should be addressed to “ The Editor,” and must reach 
bim not later than Tuesday evening. 

*Denotes accepied. tDenotes promsionaly accepted. 

tDenotes recommended fcr acceptanee. 

§Denotes accepted subject to modifications. 


DONCASTER.—For alteration to premises in 
Hall Gate, for the T.C. Mr. R. E. Ford, Estates 
Surveyor, 3, Priory-piace, Doncaster :— 


*Hemsworth Bros., Doncaster.. £2,963 6 90 
J. H. Metcalf, Doncaster.... 3,476 18 4 
Building Guild, Doncaster.... 3,258 0 0 
W. T. Sprakes, Doncaster.... 3,478 13 8 
Thomson & Dixon, Doncaster 3,468 0 0O 
Wade & Boucher, Doncaster... 3,500 18 0 
C. Sprakes & Sons, Doncaster 3,934 5 7 
T, Jenkinson & Son, Doncaster 3,791 0 0 


DONCASTER.—For widening Crow  Tree-lane, 


Adwick, for Doncaster R.D.C. :— 


*J. Done (concrete kerbs) .. £1,540 0 O 
J. Done, Balby (stone kerbs).. 1,599 0 0 
E. Morley & Sons, Derby.... 1,651 3 6 
8. Porter & Sons, Barnby Dun 1,746 17 0 
H. BE. Buckley, Bradford... 1,761 0 0 
We Tabee, BIN ook he Ket etee 1,765 7 0 
8. EB. Cox, Bentley oY ae 1,794 9 O 
Percy Trentham, Ltd., ir- 

MingHAM ....cccscccess 1,900 0 0 
firth & Whittington, Ltd., 


Doncaster 


ee ee 


2,466 16 0 








Ww OOD-BLOCK FLOORING, PARQUET 
FLOORING and END-GRAIN PAVING _ fixed 
complete in any locality. PARQUET and HARDWOOD 
DANCING FLOORS a speciality.—Send rticulars of 
requirements to STEVENS & ADAMS, Ltd., Victoria 














Works, Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, 8.W.18. Tele- 
phone: Putney 1700. 
eT Se TE 
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Specialities in 


SEASONED 
HARDWOODS 


MAHOGANY WALNUT 

JAPANESE, AMERICAN and 

WAINSCOT OAK, TEAK, 
WHITEWOOD, &c. 


REGISTERED OFFICE AND WHARF : 


CARPENTERS RD. 
STRATFORD 
LONDON E.15 


Telegrams ; 








Telephone : 


























HEMSWORTH.—For the erection of thirty houses, 
for the T.C, :— 

TtSmith Bros. (Burnley), Ltd......... £21,801 

(Reduced from £23,198. Provisionally accepted 
subject to Ministry of Health sanction.) 

HIGH WYCOMBE.— For construction of -sewers, 
&c., for the T.C. Mr. T. J. Rushbrooke, Borough 
Engineer, High Wycombe; quantities by Borough 
Surveyor :— 


*W. E. Lee, High Wycombe.... £25,444 0 
George Bell & Son, Tottenham.. 29,478 0 
T. W. Pedrette, Enfield........ 29,714 16 
Wimpey & Co., Hammersmith.. 31,740 0 


Langley & Johnson, Slough.... 49,213 15 


HUDDERSFIELD.—For the erection of 46 work- 
men’s dwellings (3 blocks of 6 houses each and 7 blocks 
of 4 houses each) on the Grove-place site, for the T.C. 
Mr. H. Sutcliffe, Borough Architect. 1, Peel-street, 
Huddersfield :— i 

*Graham & Jessop, Ltd., Moldgreen (Mason). 

*D. Light, Leeds-road (Joiner). 

*Hamer & Hartley, Paddock (Joiner). 

*S. Thackray, Crosland Moor (Plumber). 
*Thornton & Kitchingman, Moldgreen (Plasterer), 
*E. Partridge & Co., Leicester (Slater). 

*Sykes & Robinson, Paddock (Painter). 
*Cartwright & Lambert, Paddock (Electrician). 


IRTHLINGBOROUGH.—For the erection of a 
further 50 houses, for the U.D.C. Messrs. Talbot 
Brown & Fisher, architects, Wellingborough;:— 

TW. Thompson, Cox & Brown, Irth- 
lingborough £30,680 
tAccepted subject to approval of Housing Com- 
missioner. 


KETTERING.— Fo: erection of motor ’bus garage, 
Rockingham-road, Kettering, for the Wellingborough 
Motor Omnibus Co., Ltd. Messrs. Talbot Brown & 
Fisher, architects, Wellingborough :— 

*Smith, Edmunds & Co., Kettering. . 


MOUNTAIN ASH.—For the erection of 30 or more 
cottages at the Penrhiwceiber Farm site, and 24 
cottages at the Pontcynon site, for the U.D.C. The 
Housing Architect, Town Hall, Mountain Ash :— 
Penrhiwceiber Farm Site— 

tBlackburn & Co., Treharris.. £23,089 6 

Thomas James,Ystrad Mynach 23,413 0 0 

Building Guild, Manchester.. 23,870 0 0 

D. Davies & Sons, Cardiff.... 27,040 0 0 
Pontycenon Site— 

tRogers & Davies, Ltd., Car- 


£3,100 


10 


_ Aare ee £17,874 0 0 
Thomas James,Ystrad Mynach 18,069 0 0 
Blackburn & Co., Treharris.. 18,310 15 4 
J. E. Jones, Pontllanfraith.. 18,670 0 0 
Building Guild, Manchester... 18,920 0 0O 
D. Davies & Sons, Cardiff.... 20,120 0 0 


William Heames, Abercynon 21,445 14 8 
tSubject to approval of the Ministry of Health. 
PENISTONE.—For the erection of 15 houses at 

Oxspring, near Penistone, for Wm. Gittus & Sons :— 

*George Mellor, Penistone. 


Aes 


- architects, 





[Aucust 26, 1921]. 


PURTON (WILTS).—For erection of branch shoys 
and warehouse, for the New Swindon Industrial (:- 
operative Society, Ltd. Mr. R. J. Beswick, M.S.4 
architect, Swindon. Quantities by Messrs. Drew 
Sons, Swindon :— 

*C, R. Palmer, Rodbourne Cheney, 

Swindon 
R. J. Leighfield, Swindon........ 
Co-operative Wholesale Building 


Society..... deakekena meh ks 2,596 16 
Tydeman Bros., Swindon........ 2,600 0 
L. J. Barnes, Purton............ 8,042 7 


RUSHDEN (NORTHANTS.).—For the erection o{ 
25 houses, for the U.D.C. Messrs. Talbot Brown « 
Fisher, architects, Wellingborough :— 

TR. Marriott & W. Packwood, 
Rushden £15,129 
TtSubject to approval by, Housing Commissioner. 


_ arr. — aes of 20,000 bricks to th« 


*Accrington Brick and Tile Co......... £217 


UTTOXETER.—For the erection of six houses 
for the R.D.C. :— 
tChell & Son, per house.............. 
Gaunt & Son, do. 
And two others. 


WELLINGBOROUGH .—For erection of 16 houses, 
for the U.D.C. Messrs. Talbot Brown & Fisher, 
Wellingborough :— 

tA. Johnson, Kettering............ £11,136 
tSubject to approval by Housing Commissioner. 








DRY JAPANESE 


OAK FLOORING 


ALSO 
30,000 FEET CUBE SQUARE EDGED 
BOARDS AND PLANKS. 


SYDNEY PRIDAY 


& SONS. ESTD. 1880. 


25, Monument Street, E.C.3 
Telephone Nos.: AVENUE 667 & 4817 
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SLATING AND TILING 


SLATE MERCHANTS 


CONT RACTORS. 
Inspections and Reports made on 


OLD op FAULTY ROOFS 


in any part of the country. 
Telephone ; Avenue 4940 (two lines), or write 








Established 1899. Estimates sree. 
INO-LIKE JOINTLESS COM- 
POSITION FLOORING MANU- 
FACTURER, Wall and Floor Tiling 
Contractor. Terazzo, Roman and 
Ceramic Mosaic Pavior. 


0. TRAMONTINI, sccrsenn-on-sea 
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TELEPHONE : 
MUSEUM 3032 (5 Lines). 





Chief Offices : 352 to 364, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, N.W.1. 





